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THE WORLD MUST BE “RIGHT” 


BY DR GEORGE S ARUNDALE 


Never was it more important 
to be "right" than in this Day 
of Judgment. Truly, indeed, 
each individual must, in ordi- 
nary times, seek his own "right" 
and follow it. Quot homines, 
tot sententiue, is vastly true 
when the world is pursuing a 
comparatively even-tenored 
way; and there is nothing more 
important than to preserve the 
freedom of the individual to 
travel along his own road to his 
Divinity. 

Even in these days this free* 
dom can by no means be ignor¬ 
ed. Even in these days indi¬ 
viduality must be preserved and 
honoured. But there are rare 
occasions when in a particular 
field there is but one "right," 
and an individual sets it at 
naught to the peril of the king- 
ship of all that is best in him. 
And on such occasions there 
must be men and women of 
vision to declare the "right" 
and to exhort the world to its 
observance. 

These times arc one of such 
rare occasions, and there is 
today a world "right" which 
must take precedence of all 
individual "rights." There 
may be individuals and even 


peoples to refuse to accept this 
world "right." They must 
take the consequences. If they 
are conscicnceful and honour¬ 
able to the highest they know, 
well and good. They arc to be 
honoured. Still, they must 
take the consequences of their 
own "right" being in conflict 
with the larger "right" which 
must be supported if the world 
is to pass onwards into light 
and not to recede into a dark¬ 
ness even greater than that 
which already envelops it. 

A CHALLENGE 

It may be challenged : What 
right have you or any others to 
declare the existence of a sjiccial 
"right" of so universal a 
nature ? What right have you 
to declare any "right" other 
than your individual own ? 

The challenge is well taken. 
Yet there arc times—rare 
though they be—when a "right" 
is revealed for all the world to 
sec and to honour. Whenever 
a Saviour enters upon His mis¬ 
sion He reveals a "right." His 
contemporaries may accept His 
"right" or they may reject it. 
So may all who come after 
Him. But He stands forth in 
the world to exhort it to follow 
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a particular “right,” and what¬ 
ever reception His “right" may 
receive by the majority, there 
will always be some to accept 
it, to know that it is right and 
to realize that upon its accept¬ 
ance much of the happiness of 
the world depends. 

Whenever a great reformer 
enters upon his mission he 
similarly reveals a “right,” and 
sooner or later the world be¬ 
comes converted. So is it with 
all progress and growth. An 
individual stands forth to reveal 
a “right” for the further illu¬ 
mination of the world. If the 
world accepts, there is progress. 
If the world for the time being 
rejects, there is retardation. In 
some cases the recognition of 
the “right" is delayed, or pos¬ 
sibly is for the future rather 
than for the time during which 
the “right” was disclosed. 

But in such a time as the 
present, delay is fatal. There 
is a "right" before the world 
upon the instant recognition of 
which the world’s future happi¬ 
ness depends. And that right 
is the recognition that Britain 
and her Allies stand for the 
good in life, and Germany and 
Italy and Japan for the evil in 
life, at least so far as their 
dictators are concerned. 

Individuals and misled peo¬ 
ples may deny this truth. But 
it is no less a truth than the 


truest truth ever given forth by 
any Faith. To deny it is 
tantamount to the denial of the 
most wonderful truth ever given 
forth for the heartening of 
mankind. 

There is today no more 
wonderful truth in any Faith, 
in any teaching, than the truth 
that Germany and Italy and 
all who are with them arc lead¬ 
ing the whole world down into 
evil, and that only Britain and 
her Allies stand between the 
world and this awful debacle, 
this veritable descent into hell. 

And there must he 

THOSE IN THE WORLD TO¬ 
DAY WHO DECLARE THIS 
TRUTH AT WHATEVER RISK 
OF MISUNDERSTANDING OR 
OF BEING LABELLED AS 
INiyUITOUSLY INTOLERANT 
AND SEEKING TO ENSLAVE 
THE WORLD TO THE TYRANNY 
OF THEIR OWN OUTRAGEOUS¬ 
LY NARROW MINDS. 

Fortunately the great major¬ 
ity of the peoples of the world 
need no such declarations to 
convince them. As a whole 
the world is for this “right,” 
and this fact makes the “right” 
more than ever right, for it has 
the eager and sacrificing en¬ 
dorsement of millions. There 
are people all over the world who 
are living and even dying for 
this “right,” and it shall prevail 
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—not in the distant future but 
soon. 

This “right” remains whoso¬ 
ever challenges it and however 
honourably and truly to his 
conscience. And let it be said 
that it involves not merely the 
declaration that good is on the 
side of Britain and the Allies, 
and evil on the side of Germany 
and Italy and their Allies. It 
also involves the duty of all 
who recognize the "right”— 
individuals and nations—to do 
all in their power to help the 
good and to hinder the evil. 
There must be no holding back 
upon the part of all who have 
the eyes to see the “right.” 
The sight of the “right” is 
infinitely precious just now, for 
upon it depends the future of 
the whole world. And fortu¬ 
nate indeed are those who, with¬ 
out actual sight (insight) per¬ 
haps nevertheless believe in 
their hearts and so act. The 
war must be won for the Good. 


It must be fought unto evil's 
undoing. 

The war will be won for the 
Good. But those who have 
the eyes to see the “right” 
must help towards the winning, 
lest in denying active homage 
to their sight they enter into 
retributive blindness. And let 
those who have not the gift of 
sight wonder if perchance there 
is a "right*' to which they arc 
blind w hile there are so many 
who see. Let them ponder if 
there lie not rare occasions 
when the larger “right” must 
take precedence over the small¬ 
er “right," when the undoubt¬ 
ed "right” of every individual 
must for the time being become 
subordinate to a collective 
“right.” And let every individ¬ 
ual pray that in times such as 
these his vision may transcend 
his nearer “right” and sec that 
“right" which is revealed for 
all the world to recognize when 
a Day of Judgment is upon it. 


WHEN PEACE COMES! 


BY DR GEORGE 8 ARUNDALE 


If 1 am asked whether the 
present war will be the last for 
some considerable time, I do not 
hesitate to answer in the nega¬ 
tive. As soon as the present war 
lias been more or less forgotten— 
it will not take long for oblivion 
to replace memory—the over¬ 


whelming influence of the prevail¬ 
ing cruelty will once more arouse 
those passions which can only 
find expression in all the cruelties 
of war. 

If we want to free the world 
from war we must free the world 
from cruelty. That is the long 
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and the short of it, and the more 
we free the world from cruelty 
the less will there be the danger 
of war. As it is, the world does 
not face its cruelties. No one 
speaks about the fact that cruelty 
is the progenitor of war. No¬ 
body suggests that we should take 
stock of our cruelties in order to 
eliminate the super-cruelty of war. 
When the time comes for the 
belligerent nations to sit round 
the Table of Peace, who will 
there be to insist that the best 
insurance for peace is the delib¬ 
erate abandonment of cruelty 
everywhere, and that the world 
must seek out, its cruelties lest it 
continue to be blind to them ? 

No. At the Table of Peace 
everybody will be talking of ter¬ 
ritorial adjustments, economic ad¬ 
justments, racial adjustments, and 
everybody will be engaged in 
manoeuvring* and counterman- 
oeuvrings, and interminable in¬ 
trigues. Perhaps the victorious 
Powers will become imperiously 
intransigeant, and cow the van¬ 
quished into the simulation of 
submission. 

Who will have the courage to 
insist on a Universal Brotherhood 
adjustment, so that the whole of 
humanity and sub-humanity may 
live together in happiness and 
prosperity ? 

Without the spirit of Universal 
Brotherhood there can be no last¬ 
ing peace. Without the repudia¬ 
tion of cruelty there can be no 
effective Universal Brotherhood. 

Let cruelty go and Peace shall 
reign for evermore. 


To cling to cruelty is to ensure 
war and more war. 

Peace with Honour 

What do we mean by a Peace 
with Honour ? What do we mean 
by “Honour" in this connection ? 

When I speak of a Peace with 
Honour, I mean a Peace with¬ 
out vengeance, without punish¬ 
ment, without greed, without cruel¬ 
ty. with fair justice to all, with 
fair opportunity for all, with a 
full recognition of the needs of 
every people, no matter on what 
side each may have been fighting. 
And all this means that every 
participant in the making of Peace 
when the war is over must go to 
the conference with the ardent 
desire to do justice to all and to 
lay the foundations for a truly Uni¬ 
versal Brotherhood of peoples. 

The Treaty of Versailles filled 
the vanquished with despair, and 
was itself instrumental in foster¬ 
ing that spirit of anger and hatred 
which has resulted in the present 
war. 

The Whole World Must Be 

Happy 

There must be no more of such 
treaties, or another war will be 
inevitable. The Treaty of Ver¬ 
sailles was a most sordid affair 
in which rapacity and jingoism 
to all intents and purposes ran 
riot. The treaty which must be 
signed at the conclusion of the 
present war must be a treaty of 
peoples and not of professional 
statesmen. It must be the founda¬ 
tion of a Brotherhood of the 



WHEN PEACE COMES! 


9 


peoples of the world—a Brother¬ 
hood fashioned by the representa¬ 
tives of the peoples themselves. 
The trusted representatives of the 
peoples concerned must sit round 
the conference table, and they 
must realize as they plan the 
future that unless the whole of 
the world is happy no individual 
part of the world can be happy. 
They must plan the happiness of 
the vanquished no less than the 
happiness of the victors. Indeed, 
there must be no victors and van¬ 
quished round the Table of Peace, 
but brethren planning for the com¬ 
mon happiness of all. Only thus 
will it lie possible to establish a 
Peace with Honour, for only where 
there is Honour, where there is 
eager concern for the wellbeing of 
all, can there be Happiness for all. 
Honour may have mnny other 
ingredients, but there is no in¬ 
gredient more essential than a 
pure eagerness to promote the 
happiness of all. 

When I think of India I think 
of the masses of the people and 
of their supreme concern with the 
terms of Peace. I do not think 
of the Governments of India, nor 
of the richer classes of the popula¬ 
tion. Their concern with the 
Peace is less. The concern of 
the poor is far more, and 1 am 
sure there will be no peace satis¬ 
factory to India as a whole with¬ 
out the assent of the true repre¬ 
sentatives of the people—those 
whom they love and have good 
reason to trust. 

The treaty to come must be 
signed by the peoples of the 


world, or there will be yet another 
w-ar to try to make the world 
understand that there can never 
be peace or happiness until there is 
forthcoming a real recognition of 
the Universal Brotherhood of all. 

The first great World War won 
no such recognition. Will the 
second great World War win it ? 
If not, there will be yet another 
war, and very likely more wars, 
until the world learns its lesson. 

A Fight for Universal Brother¬ 
hood 

Let it be clearly understood to¬ 
day that the present war is, like the 
last war, a war toget rid of all those 
elements which stand between the 
world and its recognition of I'm 
versal Brotherhood as the only way 
to lasting peace and universal 
happiness. Fighting may still 
be inevitable. But let all combat¬ 
ants realize that they are fight¬ 
ing for Universal Brotherhood, 
strange though the idea may sound 
in juxtaposition with war. This 
may be far easier for the Allies, 
since their foes are irreconcilable 
opponents of Brotherhood, and 
stand for tyranny and oppression. 
But I hope, sometimes against 
hope, that it is only those in com¬ 
mand among the enemy who are 
thus animated. I hope that the 
rank and file of Germans and Ital¬ 
ians alike are but the tools of 
those into whose clutches they 
have allowed themselves to fall. 
I hope that when these clutches 
become loosened in the dying 
grasp of the dictators and their 
immediate minions the rank and 
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file will awaken and seek by all 
means in their power to undo the 
wrongs they have done. Thus will 
they contribute, as they must con¬ 
tribute, to a Peace with Honour 


—in some measure at least taking 
upon themselves the sufferings 
they have inflicted with such ter¬ 
rible ferocity upon innocent men, 
women and children. 


I BELIEVE 

BY DR GEORGE 8 ARUNDALE 


These are my convictions 
These affect me in every work 
that I do. 1 feel that 1 must be true 
to those convictions, and upon my 
realization of them am I able to be 
of real service to the Motherland 
and to the world : 

I believe in my Fellow-men 

It is not always easy to believe 
in your fellow-men. Sometimes 
your fellow-men are unbelievable. 
Nevertheless we are all members 
of God's family, we humans and 
sub-humans no less, and part of 
the greatness of Indian citizenship 
not accessible to western citizen¬ 
ship is a belief in our fellow-men. 
/ believe in my fcUov mcn, and 
ardently desire comradeship with 
them. 

I believe in their Faiths, and 
offer my reverence at the shrine 
of each 

There is nothing more wonder¬ 
ful, especially for one who is a 
Theosophist as I am proud to be, 
than that 1 can look upon every 
Faith with happiness, with rever¬ 
ence, with delight in the Great 
Teacher who has given this par¬ 
ticular form of Truth, and feel 
able to worship at every shnne in 
perfect Brotherhood with those 


who are members of the Faith 
itself 

I believe in the peoples, the 
nations, to which my fellow- 
men may belong, and rejoice 
in the greatness of each 

There is nothing more wonder 
ful than to be able to look upon 
each country and perceive its 
PNlMi It '• W| Ip M «<» 
perceive the weaknesses of the 
\anous countries of the world, 
except perhaps the weakness of 
our own. It is difficult some¬ 
times' to perceive their greatness. 
Yet each country has its great¬ 
ness, however much the greatness 
may be for the time obscured by 
indifference, by self-interest. If 
we are able to pin our faith to the 
greatness of countries, we do not 
mind their mistakes, we know 
they will recover from them If 
only we are strong in our own 
virtues, in our own powers, we 
shall be able to conquer all weak¬ 
nesses, whencesoe\er they may 
come 

I believe in the great Teach¬ 
ers who have given to the 
world its many Faiths, and I 
bow before Them in grateful 
respect 
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There it nothing more wonder 
ful, there is nothing more enlarg- 
mg to the human soul than to be 
able to look upon the Rishia, the 
Saints, the Heroes, and all the 
great men and women who have 
adorned and who have inspired 
civilization, and to be able to 
offer heartfelt reverence to each 
of them / believe tn all the 
great Teachers and /eel my set/ 
to be a humble follower o / 
each , 

I believe in the Spiritual 
Government of the World 

I am perfectly certain that this 
world it not left to the Govern 
mentt of the outer worlds, to 
these toy and ineffective govern¬ 
ments which often do as much 
harm as they do good, and some 
tunes do even more harm than 
they do good. The members of 
those Governments are people 
like you and me. They have the 
same knowledge that most of us 
have. They have the ordinary 
experience available to you ami 
me. I will not believe that the 
world te left to the guidance of 
the average politician or the aver¬ 
age statesman. I believe that 
the Great Teachers who have 
lived m the past are still living 
today, and form a company of 
Elder Brethren who are guiding 
this world even in the midst of 
this war through which the world 
has a lesson to learn. We have 
to learn to achieve our freedom 
Our wisdom cannot be forced 
upon us even by the spiritual 
Teachers of mankind. So is it 


They guide, They help, They 
inspire, They never force. They 
never coerce. They never use 
Their might in order to hasten 
our right. 

I believe in the Spiritual 
Government of the vor/i/, and 
I seek to dedicate myself to the 
service of that Goxerni»ent t in 
so far as I am able to discover 
Its high purposes and then to 
work for that Government as 
best I can in this outer world. 

Finally, I believe in the Uni* 
versal Brotherhood of Life, 
and I seek to help to make it a 
living reality in the hearts of 
all 

There is a Universal Brother¬ 
hood, and that is the trason I 
have sometimes given as to why 
I have not joined the Congress, 
because I tiebeve in the proximity 
of this World Brotherhood, and 
I believe that India can l<ecome 
greater, more splendid, more 
wonderful if she can be a free 
nation, not a mixture, but a con¬ 
geries of nations, which is a step 
towards World Brotherhood not 
attainable if India pursues a policy 
of isolation. India must work for 
her freedom. II she cannot be 
given her rightful freedom, then 
perhaps she may have to seek that 
freedom elsewhere At present I 
truly believe that is not neces 
vary, she can become an equal 
partner in an Indo-British Com¬ 
monwealth of Nations, and to I 
pray she may become in order 
to bring sooner and nearer that 
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Universal Brotherhood which shall of the fact that we all are mem* 
be the outward and visible sign bers of one Family of God. 

SURVEY OF THE WORLD 

In the Axis-occupied countries of Europe, the fire of Theosophy burns 
as a hidden flame within the heart. Our various headquarters have 
either been closed by the members in advance of official action or by 
the Nazis themselves. News from these countries is so veiled as to 
convey little real information. But everywhere Theosophists, standing 
for the Brotherhood of All Life, are playing their heroic part in 
serving the Brotherhood of All Life with every power within them by 
virtue of their Theosophy and their membership of The Theosophical 
Society. 

The American Section has made a magnificent gift to these coun¬ 
tries by guaranteeing the payment of all dues of every single member 
during these days of war. When the Resurrection comes every Theos- 
ophist in these stricken countries will find himself in good standing. 

In the World Survey that follows we have treated the countries by 
continents. With India as the heart of the world, we start our journey, 
travelling west, through western Asia, Europe, Africa, the Americas, 
Australasia, and East Asia, returning to India, the Motherland. The 
countries follow in alphabetical order, except that India is first in Asia, 
and Great Britain is first in Europe. 

AS/A the Satyagraha, and a number of re- 

11 leased leader* are in favour of reverting 

INDIA to l’arliamentarv methods In a state 

mcnt issued from Wardha on 30 October 
India is in the grip of a political dead- 1941 Mr Gandhi took notice of the 
lock. The uncompromising attitude of following complaints (1) That there is 
ihe National Congress Party and the more deterioration in enthusiasm ; (2) 
Muslim League, and the shortsighted That fewer people are coming forward 
ness of British policy are the chief now than before. (3) That those who 
harrier* to a solution of the deadlock are discharged are not seeking imprison 
While disavowing all intention to ment again; (4) That there is no disci- 

embarrass the British Government. pline among many Satyagraha prisoners. 

Mr. Gandhi continues his active opposi- some of whom have no notion of Non- 

non to the war through the Satyagraha violence or Truth i (3) That the treat 

campaign, which since 17 October 1940 ment of *' C " class prisoners is in- 

has brought over 3000 Satvagrahis into human a (6) That the policy of non- 

jad. including JawaharUI Nehru and embarrassment is unintelligible, as the 

the I*raident of the (. ongrees. Maulana rulers themselves do not appreciate it. 

Abul Kalam Asad, and most of the and the fight therefore should be in- 

Congress leaders Sharp dissension has. tensi&ed without regard to embarrass 

however, arisen latterly in the Congress ment . (7) That there is no life left <n 

Party itself on the subject of continuing the Congress . . . and that there 
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should be a change of policy and pro 
gramme even resulting in the resump¬ 
tion of full parliamentary programme 
including Ministers, i.«., reversion to 
the Poona offer with suitable modifi¬ 
cation. 

Hut Gandhiji professes himself well 
pleased with the results of the campaign 
and envisages no alteration in his policy 
unless the principle of free speech as 
regards the war should be granted. If 
by the end of the war India has not yet 
gained her complete freedom he will 
call for a mass campaign in Civil Dis¬ 
obedience. but no such call shall come 
before the close of the war. 

In the meantime Gandhiji urges his 
followers every day to be busy with spin¬ 
ning—this he considers the one activity 
that will redeem the poverty of the 
masses-and to work his Constructive 
I Yog ram me of 13 points which embraces 
communal unity, removal of untouch- 
ability, khadi (home-spinning), basic 
education, uplift of women, and eco¬ 
nomic amelioration “The Construc¬ 
tive 1 Yog ram me," he says “to an in¬ 
tegral part of the national movement 
and therefore of Civil Disobedience." 

As a result of the Government’s press 
policy due to the war and following on 
the starting of the Satyagraha campaign. 
Gandhiji in Hartjan of 10 November 
I'>40 announced his intention to suspend 
the publication of all his journals in¬ 
definitely as he was not permitted 
genuine free speech and expression of 
opinion He now speaks to the public 
only by the release of statements to the 
press of India. 

It to nothing short of disastrous that 
this leader of the Indian people with his 
tremendous influence, so revered, so be¬ 
loved by millions, should be leading 
them into blind alleys away from the 
actualities of the present crisis and thus 
retarding India's progress towards self- 
government. Congressmen so utterly 
refuse any co-operation in the war effort 
that members of the Central legislative 
Assembly attended the autumn session 
for one day only. November 4, a mere 
technical gesture necessary to retain 
their seats. 


The Pakistan Scheme, first put for¬ 
ward in March 1940. has more and 
more completely captured the Muslim 
league. It envisages an independent 
Muslim State in three zones, the North- 
West. the North-East, and Hyderabad 
in the centre with certain additions. The 
league’s irreconcilable attitude to the 
Congress Party was shown by Mr. 
Jinnah's institution of a " Day of Deliver¬ 
ance" on 22 December 1940 to mark 
the league's relief at the cessation of 
Congress Governments. 

Neither will the Muslim league sup¬ 
port the Government of India, and 
when several of its members were elect¬ 
ed to the new National Defence Coun¬ 
cil in virtue of their office as lYime 
Ministers of Provinces they were order¬ 
ed to resign from it forthwith on pain of 
expulsion from the League. On the first 
day of the session of the Central legis¬ 
lative Council in October 1941. Mr. 
jinnah and his followers walked out as 
a protest against the recent expansion 
of the Viceroy's Executive Council and 
the constitution of the National Defence 
Council. Thus in one of the most im¬ 
portant of the Legislative Assembly's 
ses s i ons both the Congress and Muslim 
league benches have been completely 
empty Yet not all Muslims are united 
in adherence to the Pakistan scheme 
A considerable section opposes it. and 
it is relentlessly and uncompromisingly 
opposed by all the other parties in India. 

Many attempts have been made to 
end the political deadlock, one of the 
most Double being the Non-Party Con¬ 
ference called by the Kt. Hon Sir Trj 
liahadur Sapru in Horn bay m March 
1941, and attended by leaders of the 
Hindu Mahasabha. the Congress Na¬ 
tionalist Party, the Hindu league, the 
Libera] Party. Sikhs. Indian Christians. 
1‘arsis and certain other sections. The 
Conference unanimously passed a reso¬ 
lution emphasising the need for the 
complete lndianization of the Governor- 
General's Executive Council, involving 
the transfer of all portfolios to Indians, 
and for a declaration, without ambi¬ 
guity. that at the conclusion of the war 
India should enjoy the same measure of 
freedom as Hritain and the Dominions. 
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This resolution was implemented to 
a certain extent when, purely as a 
war measure, the Executive Council 
of the Governor-General of India was 
enlarged on 22 June 1941. The addition 
of five Indian members, which is the 
Council's first major expansion, gives 
the Council a large non-official Indian 
majority which would tell if there were 
collective responsibility. Unfortunately 
the key portfolios of Finance. Home, 
and Defence are still exdusix'ely re¬ 
served for Englishmen. 

At the same time a National Defence 
Council was constituted on the recom¬ 
mendation of the Viceroy, at which, 
meeting on 6-8 October 1941, Indian 
Princes sat with representatives of Brit¬ 
ish India as members of a regularly 
constituted All-India body for the pros¬ 
ecution of a common purpose. It 
mbs therefore all the more regrettable 
that party discipline should ha\e caused 
the resignation from the Council against 
their better judgment of the three Mus¬ 
lim Provincial Premiers, Sir Sikander 
Hyat Khan, the Hon. Sir Mahomed 
Saadulla and the Hon Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

The Atlantic Charter issued by Mr. 
Churchill and President Roosevelt on 
14 August 1941, in which they “respect 
the right of all people to choose the 
form of Government under which they 
will live," caused a wave of optimism 
in India, especially when its implication 
was further corroborated by Mr. Attlee, 
acting Deputy-Prime Minister All the 
greater therefore was the reaction which 
followed Mr. Churchill's blunt state¬ 
ment in l*arliament. on 9 September 
1941, that in the Atlantic Charter they 
had chiefly in mind the States and Na¬ 
tions of Europe now under the Nasi yoke, 
and that those form “quite a separate 
problem from the progressive evolution 
of self-governing institutions in regions 
whose peoples owe allegiance to the 
British Crown.'* 

Mr. Churchill pointed back to the 
pronouncement of the Viceroy on 8 
August 1940. published as a White l*a- 
per. entitled India and the War, which, 
while reiterating that Dominion Status 
was the Government's objective for 
India, insisted that agreement between 


the major parties in India was a pre 
requisite for any further move and that 
any practical expression of the final 
objective must remain "subject to the 
doe fulfilment of the obligations which 
Great Britain's long connection with 
India has imposed on her." 

If there is any one question on which 
all parties agree, it is that Great Britain 
is not willing to relinquish power in 
India. Mr. Amerv's various pronounce¬ 
ments as Secretary of State for India 
have always been hedged in by io many 
qualifying clauses and ambiguities that 
instead of improving the position they 
worsen it. and even moderate opinion 
in India is becoming more snd more op- 
poecd to an alien Government which 
appears to grow increasingly out of 
touch with indigenous opinion. 

Among the Congress leaders still in 
jail as political prisoners on December I 
is Jawaharlal Nehru, whose heavy sen¬ 
tence of four years, of which he has 
served one year, has not yet been 
altered. * 

[Jawaharlal Nehru and Montana 
A tad were releaned on December 4 ) 

Despite the unsettled political situa¬ 
tion and the communal tension, India's 
war effort m all fields has been superb 
The Army has been expanded, according 
to official statements, in the limits set by 
equipment, snd a million men are in 
the field. Owing to the earlier policy 
of the Government of India sudden and 
immediate expansion of the Indian Army 
was impossible, but now in the third 
year of war large supplies of modem 
weapons and equipment are beginning 
to arrive in a steady flow and recruit¬ 
ment for the army and the officers' cadre 
goes on apace The magnificent ex¬ 
ploits of the Indian Units in East and 
North Africa, in Syria. Iraq, Iran and 
Malava have aroused the enthusiasm 
and admiration of the world, and 7000 
Indian soldiers have given their lives in 
the world's battle for freedom 

In India some 37 towns have been 
declared vulnerable to air attack and 
A. R I*, measures have been taken to 
ensure adequate relief measures. The 
Royal Indian Navy has been expanded 
out of all recognition, and the Indian 
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Air Force is being expended from one 
to ten squadrons. 

While Indut will always remain a 
land of villages, vet has industrialisa¬ 
tion leapt forward as a result of the war 
effort. The Eastern Group Supply Con¬ 
ference held in Delhi in October and 
November 1940 led to the formation of 
the Eastern Group Supply Council with 
its headquarters at Delhi, which has 
acted as a focussing point for Indian 
industry. Contracts valued at over 
Ks. 164 crores were placed ut India 
through this agency. Scores of millions 
of vards of textiles are being supplied by 
India; huge engineering orders have 
been undertaken The stream of new 
industrial products is constantly grow¬ 
ing in volume and variety, and India 
lias Iwcomc self-supporting in manv 
lines in which she formerly was entirely 
dependent upon imports. 

Intensification of effort has almost rev¬ 
olutionised technical training, and the 
flavin Scheme for training a certain 
number of Indians in technical war in¬ 
dustries should benefit the whole of the 
Indian Labour Movement. The interest 
aroused in the United States. Africa and 
Australia, as well as England, to Indian 
goods, coupled writh the training of tens 
of thousands of efficient technicians, 
foreshadow* great industrial e*pension 
as one result of the war 

During the year India lias liad her 
share of disaster. On May '26 a cyclone 
ravaged the coast erf Malabar and 
Cochin ; five thousand people lost their 
lives and 30.000 were tendered home 
lesa, while the damage has been esii 
mated at Ks J crores (£2.265,600). 

The most gnevous lose that India 
suffered is in the passing of Kabmdra 
nath Tagore, the greatest poet of our 
time On the 7 August 1941. at his 
ancestral home in Calcutta, he passed 
away and left this world immeasurably 
the poorer. There was no finer tribute to 
his greatness titan the fact that Indut 
forgot all her controversies and in one 
untied sorrow paid reverence to him 
whose hands, in the words of Kamanada 
Chalterjee. ** rqpched out to the West 
and East and to all humanity . . . 

He is . . . among the foremost recon 


eders and uniters of races and conti¬ 
nents.'* 

Sir George Grierson, another great 
scholar, passed away in March, aged 90. 
His Linemttic Survey of India in 
thirty volumes was one of the most re¬ 
markable feats of scholarship of recent 
times Over a period of 30 years he 
classified and described 17V Indian 
languages and 344 dialects. 

I-ord Willmgdon. formerly Viceroy, 
also passed away. 

India is awakening from her sleep of 
several centuries, but lias not yet orient¬ 
ed herself to a world of actualities far 
removed from her own spiritual outlook. 
When she becomes seized of her own 
grandeur relative to the rest of the 
world i when she realizes the mighty 
task which is hers, as the Aryan Mother¬ 
land, of spiritualizing the West; when, 
after composing her internal controver¬ 
sies, she once more speaks with a single 
voice - then indeed will she be truly 
awake and her mighty power for right¬ 
eousness will come as a blessing to the 
war-weary world. 

The Cultural Renaissance: 

No account of India's progress is 
complete without recognizing the funda¬ 
mental cultural work being fostered in 
Adyar. Madras, by Dr. George S. 
Arundale and Shnmati Kukmmi Dev i at 
the llesant Tbeosophkal School and 
KalAkshetra 

In the Kesant School an attempt is 
being made to inaugurate an educational 
renaissance in India for which many 
great and revered Indians have beauti¬ 
fully and unmistakably laid down the 
principles. 

In the llesant Theosophtcal Schools, 
both in Adyar and llcnare*. a truly 
national education is being evolved and 
directed to that refinement of Social 
Service which, ns it is put into practice 
in the home, in the town, ami in the 
nation, is the harbinger of universal 
brotherhood. 

In this national work KaUksbetra 
under the inspiration of Rukmini Devi 
is collaborating, and along its own cul¬ 
tural lines, leading Adopting a very 
old form of dance-culture. Hharata 
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Natya, as the foundation of her effort, 
Rukmini Devi is trying, as Dr. Arundale 
explained in an introduction to one of 
her Dance Recitals, first from South 
India, and then from various other parts 
of the country to revive and to weld into 
one beautiful whole the ancient, pure 
Indian culture so nearly forgotten now 
in many parts of the land. 

For the last three years Rukmini Devi 
has been touring India with the express 
purpose of reviving this Indian culture, 
feeling as she does that without cultural 
freedom, India will never be politically 
free, she will never become the Mother¬ 
land of Nations which she is destined to 
be. Although the beginnings are as yet 
small, Rukmini Devi has the apprecia¬ 
tive support and co-operation of an 
enthusiastic band of dedicated artists and 
students who undertake these tours in 
the spirit of a religious mission. 

A two-months tour during October- 
Novembcr 1941 had the double purpose 
of familiarizing with Rukmini Devi's art 
a larger public in North India and of 
raising an endowment fund for the 
liesant Theosophical School and Kalfc- 
kshetra so that the work may not be 
hampered in the expansion which ia so 
vitally necessary A new vista into the 
future is opened by the renaissance of 
the glones of Indian Art and Hcautv, a 
vision of a World Culture as the Indian 
movement spreads in ever-widening 
circles. 

This tour has been a veritable trium¬ 
phal progress, culminating in Calcutta 
with crowded houses at the New Em¬ 
pire Theatre. Rukmini Devi is now 
acclaimed as the greatest exponent of 
Indian classical dancing and as the pre¬ 
eminent lender of a great cultural re¬ 
naissance. 

Theosophy in India : 

Under Mr C. N. Gokhale. General 
Secretary, the Indian Section has made 
progress showing an increase for 1940-41 
of 332 members, which may be regarded 
as satisfactory in these troublous times 

The International Convention of 
1940-41, held at the Indian Headquar¬ 
ters, Hen a res. December 25-31, was 
marked by great enthusiasm and good¬ 


will. The ('resident set the keynote with 
a call "To arms I for Brotherhood." 

A highly appreciated contribution was 
the very beautiful and inspiring Hharata 
Natya Recital which Rukmini Devi gave 
in the amphitheatre adjoining the new 
Bharat Samaj Temple The Temple was 
dedicated by Rukmini Devi with a special 
ritual just before Convention began. 

Mr. Jinarajadaaa arrived from abroad 
a few days before Convention. He 
visited Haroda early in the year, and 
loured Gujerat in March, stopping at 
Amraoti, in the C.P., to open a fine 
new Iu>dgc building given by Mr. P. T. 
Joshi in memory of his father. Mr. 
J marajadasa also opened a headquarters 
of the Andhra Circars Federation, on a 
site presented by Mr. T. G. Krishna- 
murti 

Extensive lecturing tours were under¬ 
taken during the year by Mr. G. N. 
Gokhale and Mr. Rolut Mehta After 
some years as a Young Theosophist 
leader and brilliant lecturer for the 
Indian Section. Mr Mehta has become 
Recording Secretary of The Theosoph¬ 
ical Society at Adyar, one of the 
youngest ever to hold the office. 

The President and Rukmini Devi 
spent May in Ootacamund. in the in¬ 
terests of the work The programme 
included two Dance Recitals, and useful 
contacts were made with influential 
A short visit was afterwards 
to Kanva Human, the temple of 
the World Mother, at Cape Comorin. 

The visit of the ■'resident and Ruk¬ 
mini Devi to the Northern 1-odges— 
Poona, Bombay. Haroda. Bbavnagmr, 
Delhi, Allahabad, l*atna. Calcutta—has 
greatly strengthened their work. 

In August Mr. Jinarajadasa left Adyar 
for Bombay to undertake some war work. 
He gave much help to the Bombay 
lualges and returned to Adyar on 
I December 

PALESTINE 

The war in F.urope has paradoxically 
brought peace to Palestine, and achiev¬ 
ed a working unity between the Jew 
and the Arab, and both with the British, 
which seemed impossible only a very 
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short time before. A reign of terrorism 
has given way to a recognition of the 
need for unity. An acknowledgment of 
the economic and scientific progress of 
the Jews is given in the suggestions by 
leading Egyptian and other Arabian 
newspapers that the combined forces of 
the Jews in i*alestine could serve to 
revive the economics of the entire Near 
East. 

Having purchased lands that, for the 
most part, were useless and infested 
with malaria mosquitoes, pioneer Jewish 
settlers at the risk of their lives have 
drained marshes, built roads, establish¬ 
ed colonies and developed co-operative 
and agrarian societies, which have 
proved some of the most successful of 
that type of experiment in the world. 

Seeing the prosperity that the Jews 
brought to Palestine, many more Arabs 
began streaming into the country, es¬ 
pecially from Trans Jordan 1 a. and they 
were all good friends together until 
Italian and German money brought into 
Palestine anti-Semitic and anti-British 
agitators from Syria and other Arabian 
parts. 

I*alestine. for its site, lias absorbed 
more refugees than any other part of 
the world, and their one desire is to 
help to defend the territory and 
build it up into a Jewish homeland. 
Thousands of young Jews have volun¬ 
teered in many British regiments, but 
as yet they are not permitted to form 
their own home defence army or mecli¬ 
en i red unit. 

There is already a splendid Univer¬ 
sity on the Mount of Olives; remark¬ 
able experiments are being made in 
co-operative living ; one of the world's 
foremost agricultural experimental sta¬ 
tions gives advice to the settlers . a 
wonderful revival in symphonic music 
is taking place . and the Hebrew lan¬ 
guage which had become as dead as old 
Greek and Latin has been resurrected 
into new and throbbing life. 

With the elimination of disruptive 
Nazi and Italian influences on the 
Palestine borders, in Syria and Iraq, it 
is hoped that the astonishing progress of 
the last forty years will continue apace, 
along harmonious lines. 


TURKEY 

Turkey's position throughout the year 
has been very difficult, with war raging 
all around her frontiers Standing firm 
against any encroachment upon her 
sovereignty, rights, and interests, she 
has barred the land route to the Middle 
East, while strengthening her ties of 
friendship with Great Britain, Russia 
and Germany. Important talks took 
place with British military staff officers 
in Ankara in January 1941. Turkey's 
Foreign Minister met Mr. Anthony 
Eden in Cyprus in March, when ‘ com¬ 
plete identity of v iews’* was achieved, 
and on the 24th of that month an offi¬ 
cial announcement was made that in the 
event of being forced into the war. 
Turkey could count on the complete 
understanding and neutrality of Russia. 
It was emphasized that the signing of 
the Turco t .erman Treaty of Friendship 
and Non-Aggression, on 18 June 1941, 
was well ** within the limits of the pres¬ 
ent commitments of both countries.'' 
merely expressing the "sptnt of friend¬ 
ship and mutual trust animating both 
nations.” and in no way indicating any 
abatement of loyalty to Britain. 

Owing to the situation around her 
tnrders a slate of siege was declared in 
European Turkey on 21 November 
1940. and Turkey's defences and her 
Army are constantly being improved by 
her able military leaders under the 
Commander-in-Chief. Marshal Feuzt 
Chakmak, who. on Victory I>ay. 31 
August 1941. declared: "Turkish 
armies . . . are ready to fulfil to the 
last drop of their blood any order given 
by Govern men I for peace and security." 

Deliveries of modern weapons and 
material were hefd up by Italy's entry 
into the war, and then by German 
refusals to supply spare parts, but that 
difficulty has been overcome by Britain 
supplying these spare parts from the 
Nazi planes shot down in England 

The equality of the sexes in both 
rights and duties has been recognized to 
a greater degree in Turkey than in any 
of her sister nations, and military sub¬ 
jects for study are as obligatory for girl 
students as for men. Women take an 
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active part in the defence services of the 
country and are trained in the aero¬ 
dromes of the "Turkish bird" and as 
paratroops in the "Blue Amazons.” 
Since 1939 all women are liable for 
military service, and in the "Red Cres¬ 
cent" they are trained for Red Cross 
and A.R.P. work. 

The staunch, efficient co-operation of 
all classes has transformed Turkey into 
a most modern State. There is no un¬ 
employment, no one goes hungry, food 
is medically controlled, and marriage is 
impossible without a health certificate. 
Good roads, first class hospitals, day 
nurseries and clinics are everywhere 
available, and the thousands of volun¬ 
tary members of the "Halk Evi." 
(People’s House or Community Centre), 
represent a wide field of social service 
and exert great influence in the villages. 

So long as the spirit of the great 
Kemai Ataturk. now so worthily renre 
sented by his old friends. ITesident 
Inoenu and Marshal Chakmak. broods 
over his people, so long will Istanbul, 
one of the key cities of the world, stand 
for Progress and Freedom. 


EUROPE 


GREAT BRITAIN 

Uy September 1940 the spirit of 
Britain, already staunchly determined 
not to give in to the hordes of barbarians, 
had become doggedly set to stand and 
to endure. It was remarkable that the 
fall of France was received by the 
British people with feelings of dismay 
very strongly mixed with relief that it 
was up to them aldne henceforward, 
and so they set about the gigantic task 
of building up again with somewhat 
worn-out tools the fortune lost upon the 
pitch-and-loss of the battles of Belgium. 
France and Holland. Winston Churchill 
steeled the British and their Allies to 
endure the "blood and tears and sweat 
and toil" of the months to follow, and 
prepared them for bitter fighting in 
order to win through to a victorious 
peace. Nothing daunted the people. 


who had to endure appalling air raids 
and the continual expectation of an in¬ 
vasion, Despite the stringent restric¬ 
tions on all possible fifth columnists, 
the British never lost their sense of fair- 

S y, and already in one month, from 
y to August, over 7.000 applications 
release from internment from enemy 
and other aliens were examined. 

On 8 September 1940, led by 11. M. 
the King, the Commonwealth held its day 
of Prayer, and the prayers of this great 
Commonwealth merged in a steady 
stream of light with those of the United 
States of America, who also held that 
day in reverence 1‘erhaps these prayers 
shielded over 24,000 children who were 
braving the high seas to the welcoming 
safety of America and the Dominions, 
although some suffered the terror of 
being torpedoed. 

As a result of the perpetual bombing— 
the King in his palace and the people in 
tbeir homes and offices—and the many 
fires started, an army of Fire Watchers 
arose, standing firm on the roofs to deal 
with incendiary bomba. September 1 Ith 
witnessed Britain listening with head 
high and brave heart to the Prime 
Minister warning the people of invasion. 
The tension passed, however, and we 
had, as His Majesty suggested in bis 
broadcast on September 23rd, out our 
trust, as he did, "in God and in the 
unconquerable spirit of the British 
peoples." The countryside saw the 
rallying of its manhood, old and youth¬ 
ful, to be its " home guard." Those 
who live in the country opened their 
homes' once more to all sorts and condi¬ 
tions of mothers and children who in an 
orderly manner poured from the towns 
In a stirring speech the ITime Minister 
told of the Battle of Britain and the 
glorious daring of the Royal Air 
Force, their courage and self-sacrifice: 

Never." he said, "in the field of 
human conflict was so much owed by so 
many to so few." Around that time 
more arrangements were being made to 
meet the distress caused by the attacks 
on the big English towns. Hostels 
were opened for the homeless . aged and 
infirm were sent from London County 
Council institutions to the country ; 
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communal feeding centre* were estab¬ 
lished ; and free lifts for passengers 
during rush hours in London helped 
to make life easier generally. The 
agreement concerning the leased bases 
in the West Indies was announced and 
the British and American flags were to 
Hy side by side prophesying a great 
partnership. On November 20th the 
King proroguing Parliament declared : 
"We shall not falter or lay aside our 
arms until the high purposes to which 
we have pledged our faith are achieved 
He welcomed the Governments of coun¬ 
tries overtun bv the enemy w hich have 
taken refuge in Britain. 

In December Britain lost one of her 
greatest men in Lord Lothian, who. be¬ 
fore he died in the United Slates, having 
ust returned thither from a vuut to 
In tain, made a vigorous appeal for co¬ 
operation on the part of the United 
Slates "If you back us you won't be 
backing a quitter, " he said. Gifts were 
flowing into Britain from the United 
States Fund for the Belief of War Vic* 
tims in England (exceeding 12,000,000 
dollars), immense quantities of surgical 
equipment, and even large quantities of 
blood donations for Bntisli wounded. 
The Iasie and Lend Bill was under 
discussion, and during the Christmas 
month many statesmen outlined the new 
order which must be established after 
the war. The Minister of Economic 
Warfare, broadcasting in Amenta, said : 
"There must be a world economic plan, 
in which a new economy of plenty will 
replace the old economics of scarcity 
and anarchy " 

The King spoke of the new national 
unity which had arisen through the war 
when be broadcast a message to the 
Empire and the world on Christmas 
Day 1940. He looked forward to hap¬ 
pier days, "when everyone will be at 
home together. War brings among other 
sorrows the sadness of separation." he 
said. "There are many in the Forces 
away from their Ijomes today . . . 

To the old people here and throughout 
the world 1 would say: In the last 
Great War the flower of our youth was 
destroyed and the rest of the people saw 
but little of the battle. This lime we 


arc all in the front line and the danger 
together, and I know that the older 
among us are proud that it should be so 
. . . Time and again during these 

last few months 1 have seen the British 
people facing their ordeal 1 can say to 
(hem all that they may be jusdy proud 
of their race and nation." "The future 
will be hard," said His Majesty, "but 
our feet are planted on the path of 
victory, and with the help of God we 
shall make our way to justice and to 
peace. ' 

During the dark winter nights the 
raids continued, but the British ship of 
State still sailed on. 

In the Middle East the Army was 
achieving victories of skill and daring, 
aided by the K.A F. and the Navy, 
and around our shores and over 
occupied Europe the K.A.F. still 
spread its protective and attacking 
wings with ever-increasing purpose. On 
February 4th Haile Selassie ascended 
once more the throne of his Fathers 
and received recognition from Britain, 
who promised support for an indepen¬ 
dent Ethiopia. At a Fklgnm's Lunch 
the Brenner welcomed the American 
Ambassador. Mr Wmant During bis 
speech he said "We must regard this 
battle of the Atlantic as one of the most 
momentous ever fought in all the annals 
of war." Winant in answer quoted 
Masefields lines: "Two with like laws 
and language should be friends, what¬ 
ever enmities have marred the past, a 
future with goodwill may make amends 
and build a new world happier than ihe 
last. Your coming and your friendship 
are a cheer. If yours and ours will but 
understand. Earth's future children will 
not live tn fear, nor deed of spirit die 
by deed of hand." 

Once again on March 23rd the people 
docked to the Churches for the Day 
of I'rayer requested by the King. On 
April 27tb the Brenner paid tribute to 
the spirit of civilians in Britain : 

"To leave the offices in Whitehall, 
with their ceaseless hnm of activity and 
stress, and to go out to the Front, by 
which 1 mean the streets and wharves 
of London, of Liverpool. Manchester. 
Cardiff. Swansea or Bristol, is like going 
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out of a hothouse on to the bridge of a 
fighting ship. It is a tonic which I 
should recommend to any who are 
suffering from fretfulness to take in 
strong dotes when they have need of 
it. ... I feel encompassed by an ex¬ 
altation ol spirit in the people which 
seems to lilt mankind and its problems 
above the level ol material lacts. in¬ 
deed. that iovous security we think be¬ 
long* to a better world than this . . 
All are proud to be under the fire ol the 
enemy. . . This indeed is a grand and 
heroic period in our history, and the 
light of glory shines upon all “ 

On May 10th the House ol Commons 
took its bombing in the same spirit, and 
on the 13th met in its new home, The 
devastation ol the churches has also 
begun to break down the barriers be¬ 
tween sects ol Christianity, lor in June 
the Church ol England Vicar of St 
Sepulchre s in the City offered his 
church to the City Temple cougrrga 
lion alter the destruction of their own 
church 

Hy such severe blows is man brought 
to transcend his ssparaliveneas and to 
understand the oneness of Life No 
words of praise will adequately convey 
how much the country owes to those 
millions of her citiaens who. though 
denied the opportunity ol heroic feats ol 
courage and daring, have through thick 
and thin kept the wheels of industry 
turning—-{he factories, the transport, 
the dock* To their application and 
devotion is due such successes as we 
have won. and to them also will be 
largely due the victory which lies 
ahead. 

Although affecting so closely our 
great land, the battles of Libya, of 
Crete and Greece, of Syria, and the 
ceaseless Mediterranean watch need 
have but little mention here, lor that 
same splendid spirit, already so much 
stressed, which has inspired the people 
of Britain in their time of trial has 
shone there too. and still shines ever 
more brightly lor the combats to come 

As we here in England he gin to look 
abend to what the next months hold in 
store, the Prime Minister warns us again 
at the end of July once more to prepare 


ourselves for possible invasion. Britain 
and her Allies will be prepared 

THEOSOPHY IN ENOLANI) 

The Headquarters and Lecture Hall of 
the English Section still stand compara¬ 
tively unaffected by the heavy air raids 
although many houses adjoining 30 
Gloucester Itace have been destroyed 
or damaged by fire-bombs, and a large 
warehouse and store directly opposite 
Besant Hall were burnt out ami sub¬ 
sequently demolished A fire-bomb 
which came through the window of tbe 
members room landed on a chair and 
failed to capiode, It is a matter for con¬ 
gratulation that the buildings ami 
library are still intact, thank* to the 
devotion and excellent work done by the 
caretakers who have stood guard during 
the worst ranis It cannot be doubted 
that a full measure ol iVotection lias been 
afforded Headquarters here in l-oodon 

TIIK SHADOW CONVENTION 
held on Sunday. 2tfth December I WO. 
was attended by 103 people Thu Con¬ 
vention was held with the object ol 
establishing a link with the Annual 
Convention of the International Society 
which look place at Benaree at Christ¬ 
mas lime There was a discussion ir» the 
morning on Keincarnation and Social 
Reconstruct ton. and in the afternoon 
Mr Christopher Gale gave a public 
lecture on ' Brotherhood the Basis of 
Pence *’ 

MEMBERSHIP has not been much 
affected In the war and continues fairly 
steady There has been quite a notice¬ 
able increase in inquiries in the past 
few months, of which not a small per 
centage come from younger people, and 
this u a hopeful sign. 

WHITE LOTU9 DAY I1HI. which 
marked the fiftieth anniversary of the 
passing of Madame Blavatsky, was in 
many wmys exceptional Itesant llsll 
was the scene of a combined meeting of 
various Theosophies I Societies and 
allied groups under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Christmas Humphreys, founder 
and president of the Itinklhtel l odge in 
England. Speakers included Mr. John 
Watkios, who was personally acquaint¬ 
ed with Madame Blavatsky, Mr. J. 
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Krimheer. the General Sknutv of the 
Nrihn land* Section. Mr J W Hamil¬ 
ton J«me». a rntmUr of the English 
Section. Mr Trevor Marker. who rep¬ 
resented the I*omt l-oma Tfiemophical 
Society, and Mr, J B. 8 Coal*, the 
(General Secretary of the English Sec¬ 
tion. who read a mnun* from Miss 
bather Bright. About 170 people were 
preeent at inn meeting. 

HEADQUARTERS ACTIVITIES 
Throughout tin year the Sunday lec¬ 
tures have been held regularly. The 
(act that the interest ol the geoetal pub¬ 
lic has not diminished, but Is on the 
increaar. n shown by the attendance 
figures which compare very favourably 
with the figures of preceding yean 
Arrangement* have lwen made for a 
full programme in the autumn al I'>41. 
including Sunday lectures, a lecturers 
training course, a aerie* of talk* for 
student* of the HkaaavaJ Oita. an In¬ 
troductory *tudy class for inquirers, 
also a Secret Doctrine study class. Thw 
year people will Iw more accustomed to 
the blackout regulation*, and probably 
this will aflset attendance favourably 
Every day at noon a meditation group 
act* as a diunbuting centre of harmony 
and illumination. This doubtless has 
played some part ia the p res e rvation of 
Headquarter*, which Is one of the few 
outposts of Theosophy left in war-torn 
Europe 

PEACE AND RECONSTRUC¬ 
TION. A Committee was appointed 
by the National Council "to consider 
what should be the underlying spiritual 
principles in post war reconstruction ” 
A preliminary statement was prepared 
by the Committee and circulated to the 
Lodge# for study and comment, It 
offered the following premises; 

(1) One conscious Universal Spirit am 
mates all expressions of life 

(2) The Universe reveal* design and 
operates according to law. 

(3) The aim of human evolution » to 
real ire coosnousaees of Universal lofe, 
and cooperation with Universal Law. 

The replies received have been sum- 
roamed and will form the barns of n 
further statement by the Committna 

. J 


ANNUAL CONVENTION 1941. 
This was held in llesant Hall from 
Saturday. May 31. to Monday, June 2. 
the presiding officer being Mr J U S. 
Coats, the new General Secretary of 
the English Section The keynote of 
the Convention was “The Immediate 
Task of The Theosophical Society.' and 
addresses on “The Social Order and 
similar subjects were given by prominent 
lecturers Mrs Gardner gave the pub¬ 
lic lecture under the title of 'Tre¬ 
pan ng to live in n New World,* and 
the lllavaisky I-ecturn on “The Contri¬ 
bution of Tbeowohy to Freedom ' was 
given by Mis* H. W I‘rest on In spite 
of travelling difficulties and war work 
many members were present Repre¬ 
sentatives from thirteen other Sections 
gave m s**sgs s on behalf of their coun 
try men and were warmly welcomed by 
the General Secretary MMages were 
received I root the Presuleai and also 
from others who were unable lo take 
part 

PUBLICITY. A new penny par*. 
Human O^^artunihro . fkr 
of Karma, compiled from various 
•curves by Mrs Gardner, has been 
widely circulated In response to re¬ 
quest* by several member* that some 
lead be given for the um of the 9 pm. 
moment of stillness in the It. II. C. 
programmes, when Ilia lien strikes the 
hour, a short lorm of meditation was 
prepared and printed in postcard form 
A revised edition of ffsi l.t/r a Pur- 
Jew » ha* been marl* since the distribu¬ 
tion of 30.000 copies of the free leaflet 
at the beginning of the war , this, with 
other suitable literature from many 
source*, ts steadily going out all over 
the country to H M Forces, through 
lodges and Contras to dabs, canteens 
and hospital libraries, and in answer to 
personal request* from men in the 
Services Lecture loars arranged with 
the collaboration of some si* or seven 
devoted end untiring lecturer* have 
helped to pre s ent Theosophy to mem¬ 
ber* of the public in those Lodges 
which have been able to continue their 
activities in spite of war condition* and 
aerial bombardment The free Propa¬ 
ganda library la much used by 
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inquirers, many of them members of the 
Forces who have applied for further 
information after receiving the senes 
of fortnightly booklets or a packet of 
free literature. 

THE INTERNATIONALCENTRE. 
meeting at Headquarters, was formed 
this year to enable foreign members and 
English members who have contacts 
abroad to meet and discuss European 
problems in the light of Theosophy. 
Members in the provinces are kept in 
touch by correspondence 

CONCLUSION. The needs of the 
hour arc very great and there are en¬ 
couraging signs on all sides that interest 
is growing, and though this does not 
always lead to an increase in member¬ 
ship it certainly shows that a spirit of 
questioning and seeking is abroad. 
England in wartime has given birth to 
magnificent feats of heroism and sacri¬ 
fice. and some of that greatness is direct¬ 
ing itself equally into the wide realms 
of the Quest for Truth. 

Adelaide Gardner 

Theosophy in Scotland The An¬ 
nual Convention was held on 7-8 I une 
1941, Mr. Sidney Ransom presiding, 
following on a Summer Session of 
lectures on vital subjects in May and 
June. Mrs. Jean Allan, the General 
Secretary, reports that the work is 
being bravely sustained in all Lodges 

Theosophy in W&les • Mr. IVter 
Freeman continues his work as General 
Secretary. An outstanding event was 
the Congress of the European Federa¬ 
tion at Cardiff in June, meeting in the 
beautiful Temple of Peace and Health. 
Mr. Christopher Gale presided and nine 
countries were represented, three by 
their General Secretaries. The keynote 
of the discussions was Reconstruction, 
laying in thought tbe foundations of a 
better world. 

IRELAND (EIRE) 

Ireland is still a neutral in this war 
that is surging all around her shores, 
but she is not escaping its effects. 
Various schemes were announced during 
the autumn of 1940 to alleviate the un¬ 


employment. notably the construction of 
defence works and large-scale utility 
works, and it was hoped to improve the 
agricultural situation by grant* to farm¬ 
ers for the improvement of their hold¬ 
ings and by the increase of agricultural 
production. 

I "resident de Valera, during Christ¬ 
mas 1940. explained that "the constant 
threat to our territory implied in the war 
situation lias necessitated an unprece¬ 
dented increase in the cost of our defen¬ 
ces One fourth of our entire male popu¬ 
lation between the ages of 18-415 have 
volunteered for service . . . We have 
no illusion about our strength. We 
shall defend ourselves to the utmost of 
our power." 

Forts were placed under military con¬ 
trol and the Local Defence Force was 
merged into the Regular Army. 

At the end of December and early in 
January enemy bombs were dropped on 
Dublin and the Eastern Counties, though 
the raids were not so severe as that 
which llelfast suffered in April 1941. 

Many commodities have grown scarce 
during 1941 : petrol, steel, timber, tex¬ 
tiles. paper, rubber and chemicals all 
have to be husbanded and the food and 
coal shortages have become really grave. 
I-arge-scale preparations for the sub¬ 
stitution of turf for coal will require the 
labour of most of rural Eire Mr de 
Valera warned the country that there 
were no food reserves of any kind. 

Railway services have had to he dras¬ 
tically reduced. 

The Ministry of Education in the 
Autumn of 1940 took over the work of 
the old Gaelic League and on 20 Decem¬ 
ber 1940 outlined a scheme for the 
Gaehaung of rural Eire. Twenty-five 
young men were to be specially coached 
in the Irish language, in literature, folk¬ 
lore. choral singing and drama, and 
educational theory, and then posted to 
special areas chosen by the Vocational 
Education Committees 

NORTHERN IRELAND Lord 
Craigavon. whose death occured on 24 
November 1940, was succeeded by his 
Minister of Finance. Mr. J. M. Andrews, 
as Premier of Non hern Ireland. 1 icing 
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further unammounlv chosen as the lead 
er of (he Ulster Unionist Party, on 6 
January 1941. Mr. Andrews declared that 
"under no circumstances will we be¬ 
come partners in an All-Ireland Repub¬ 
lic. or give’ up our equal citizenship with¬ 
in the United Kingdom." 

Yet Irah relations are more friendly 
than would appear on the surface. Lord 
Gort, Admiral Cunningham. General 
Cunningham, Admiral Somerville. Gen¬ 
eral O'Connor are all Irishmen holding 
important commissions in the British 
Armies and the Royal Navy, while 
thousands of Irish men and women 
have been enrolled in the British 
Forces 

There is no such acute food and coal 
shortage in Northern Ireland as there 
is in Eire, but on 15 Apnl 1941 Belfast 
experienced a severe air raid, in which 
300 people were killed and over 1500 
injured The introduction of conscrip¬ 
tion in Ulster had to be abandoned out 
of political considerations for Hire 

Theosophy in Eire; The General 
Secretary reports that Eire's neutrality, 
though logical for many reasons, lias 
divided tlie people more sharply than 
ever. This attitude of aloof neutrality 
may, in his opinion, postpone for a very 
long tune Ireland's united contribution 
to the European symphony. The three 
Belfast l.o«lges benefited greatly by a 
legacy of £700 bequeathed by Mrs. 
Lester and they are planning to share 
this with neighbouring lodges in Lon¬ 
donderry and Coleraine, as well as with 
the Theosophical Society in Ireland and 
with Adyar. Regular meetings of the 
Ritual of the Mystic Star are proving 
helpful in Dublin. 

The Theosophical Order of Service 
is active iu Dublin and Belfast In 
Coleraine it has established a recreation 
room for troops. 

AUSTRIA 

Although Austria is now an integral 
part of the German Ketch, yet the 
Austrians liave not all become Germans 
They suffer acutely at Nau hands, as 
was demonstrated in April 1941 in 


Greece, where hundreds of Austrian 
soldiers, unwilling to fight, were shot by 
their Nazi officers 

The voice of Austria cannot indefi¬ 
nitely be denied. On 19th October 1941 
it found an organ in the Free Austria 
Movement formed by prominent Aus¬ 
trian residents of Buenos Aires, in far 
Argentina, under the leadership of 
Fernand Erb. Its aim is to liberate 
Austria, to demonstrate to the world the 
union of Austria with all freedom-loving 
peoples, and to revive Austria's ancient 
cultural traditions A small and far-dia- 
tant beginning, but the longing of the 
soul for liberty is as the minute mustard 
seed, "which a man look, and cast into 
his garden ; and it grew, and waxed a 
great tree, and the fowls of the air 
lodged in the branches of it." 

BALTIC STATES 

LITHUANIA LATVIA— 
ESTHONIA 

It can now be seen that the skilful 
Russian propaganda which voluntarily 
brought the Baltic States within the 
Sows! Union in July 1940 was clevariy 
designed to create a set of buffer Stales 
against the shock of German attack 
when this should come,— as it did in 
June 1941. 

Counter propaganda by Germany set 
up a Lithuanian National Commitlse in 
Berlin in the spring of 1941, under 
M. Skirpa. former Lithuanian Minister 
in Germany Deceived by Nau pledges, 
the fifth column organized a secret re¬ 
volt, and when the Nans marched 
against Russia they found helpers who 
had seized important bridgeheads and 
strategic points. 

By August all three countries had 
come under German sway and the 
second offensive against leningnu! was 
launched from Eslhoma. 

In Lithuania a Nazi Governor rules, 
and M Skirpa and his Committee are 
virtual prisoners in Berlin. When the 
war is over these countries will once 
more have to decide whether their 
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future lie* more happily in independence 
or as part of the Soviet. 

BELGIUM 

The "V" campaign w hich ha* spread 
across the whole of Nazi-occupied 
Europe with such lightning-like rapidity 
owes its inception to a single broadcast 
from the Radio Belgique, tlie Free 
Belgium radio in London, in April 1941, 
which suggested t hat the "v. as a 
sign of solidarity and passive resistance, 
should be used everywhere to represent 
the irrepressible spirit of resistance to 
Nazi tyranny. 

The Radio Belgique was inaugurated 
by the Belgian statesmen and officials 
in London on 28 Septemlier 1940 and 
Victory, Victoiix, Vrijhtid, has been 
and still is their "inflexible determina¬ 
tion. ** 

The Belgian Government in London, 
which includes several of the Belgian 
Ministers, for example Messrs. Vleesch- 
auwer and Camille-Got. continues in 
collaboration with the British Govern¬ 
ment to organize Belgian fighter flights 
and a Belgian Section of the Royal 
Navy. The latter is now a force of some 
250 officers and men forming the crews 
of pattol vessels. In Canada all Bel¬ 
gian men in the Americas between the 
ages of 19 and 25 were called up for 
military service against Germany. 

In Nazi-occupied Belgium itself the 
economic situation is catastrophic. Near¬ 
ly 100.000 Belgians have been taken to 
work in Germany in factories and labour 
camps, in conditions little better than 
slavery. The country is almost with¬ 
out means of transport, as practically 
all railway trucks and lorries have been 
removed to Rumania and Italy The 
food situation is serious . woollen mills 
are idle for lack of wool. all adminis¬ 
trative appointments to the Belgian 
National Bank must be confirmed by 
the German military authorities. 

Yet, after the first deadening effect of 
the invasion had worn off, the spirit of 
the people reasserted itself and growing 
sabotage activity is greatly reducing the 
factory output available for Germany. 


The Germans bitterly complain that 
sabotage, passive resistance, hostility, 
and intractibility are paralysing the 
adaptation of Belgian economy to that 
of Germany. 

As in the last war. so in this, two 
Belgian weekly newspapers appear in 
French and in Flemish. They circulate 
everywhere and a copy of L>i Libre 
appears regularly on the table 
of the Nazi Commandant. In vain the 
Nasi* have tried to discover those who 
produce and circulate it. 

So helpless are the Nazis to quell the 
national resistance that they have twice 
proposed that King l^opold should 
return to the Throne, but he has reso¬ 
lutely refused to do so as a German 
puppet. His capitulation last year, 
which aroused heated feelings every¬ 
where, even amongst his own people, 
has since been completely vindicated 
The details made public in the libel 
action, brought by Sir Roger Keyes 
against the fJ.ii/y Mirror (London) 
showed conclusively that no other action 
was open to His Majesty 

The Belgians, both in Belgium and 
in exile, are working for that "Victory. 
Liberty and I’eace" whose mottoes 
decorate all Free Belgian messes . and 
the King, though a prisoner, is waiting 
to resume the active leadership of his 
people. 

Theosophy in Belgium : While 
the organization of The Society has 
been suppressed by the Nazis, Tbeoso- 
phists are serving their country and 
awaiting its liberation and the time 
when they can again spread the spiritual 
aims and ideals of Theosophy. 

BULGARIA 

In his efforts to preserve the country's 
integrity and neutrality King Boris has 
lost the fight, and more and more has 
had to shape his neutrality to German 
uirements. 

n November 1940 several measures 
were taken to suppress pro-German 
activities, and the pro-Geraum Chief of 
Police, Colonel I*antez. was dismissed, 
but in the meantime anti-Semitic legis¬ 
lation had been passed for the first time 
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and repressive measures of all kinds in¬ 
troduced which excluded also foreiKn 
Jews. 

As late as J December I'>40 M. 
PopofT, ForeiKn Minister, indicated that 
Bulgaria did not intend to Join the Axis 
or ali{(n herself with^Germany. and he 
assured Greece that nothing would be 
done to embarrass her. 

Although the presence of German 
troops was still officially denied on 14 
January 1941, German effort* at domi¬ 
nation steadily increased and the total 
of German “tourists," technicians, and 
troops grew daily. To prevent collabora¬ 
tion with the other Balkan States, the 
Germans strenuously sought to mini 
mire the predominantly Slav strain of 
the country and to emphasize the Turan¬ 
ian ancestry of the Bulgars. trying to 
arrange for the fraternisation of Bulgars 
and Magyars by means of a "Tunil" 
Society. 

On JO January 1941 the alarm felt 
throughout the country came to expres¬ 
sion in the demand by the Opposition 
Deputies for a Fact with Kussia. voicing 
the strongly pro-Russian tradition in 
Bulgaria based on ties of race and lan¬ 
guage and dating from 1877. 

Hut Hulgana was not proof against 
the insidious German infiltration, and 
m April 1941 announced her adherence 
to the Axis policy, and in spite of her pre¬ 
vious assurance of non-embarrassment 
to Greece occupied the greater part of 
Thrace in Greece, as well as three towns 
in Yugoslavia. 

On 6 April the merciless German 
attack on Belgrade was promptly an¬ 
swered by the K.A.F. with a heavy 
bombing attack on Sofia, the German 
Headquarters in Bulgaria 

Since tlien large amounts of money 
liave ln.cn raised by forcible subscription 
for German army maintenance and 
enormous quantities of foodstuffs have 
found their way to Germany, while some 
13.000 workers were hurriedly sum¬ 
moned to harvest for the Germans in the 
Ukraine. Although strong pressure has 
been exerted to obtain from Bulgaria 
armed support for the Germans in Rus¬ 
sia. this has not yet been given, as the 
Hulgars have no wish to fight against 


Russia, and much unrest is reported 
amongst the peasant population with 
regard to the new orientation. 

Theosophy in Bulgaria: The 
German domination in Bulgaria lias 
effectively closed down Theoeophical 
activities, and as all communication 
with the Allies has now ceased no news 
of the Section is available 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Apart from the tragic news which 
come* from the country itself under 
Nati occupation, the most important 
development of international signifi¬ 
cance was the Joint Declaration of the 
Polish and Czechoslovakian Govern¬ 
ments in London affirming their inten¬ 
tion to collaborate closely in post-war 
Europe Expressing the hope that other 
Nations in the same region will ioin the 
Confederation on a basis of freedom and 
full equality, thereby laying the founda¬ 
tions of a strong and coherent structure 
in their part of the world, they have set a 
shining example of that international co¬ 
operation which alone will save the Eu¬ 
rope of the immediate post war period. 

On the eve of the 22nd anniversary 
of the founding of the Czechoslovak 
Republic. 27 October 1940, Dr. Benesh 
called on all Czechs and Slovaks each 
day "to make all preparation for the 
dav of our terrible recompense and of 
our victory," and again at the formal 
opening m l-ondoo. on 12 December 
1940. of the Stale Council set up in 
November, he expressed his full con¬ 
fidence in Allied Victory 

A Czechoslovak Institute designed to 
serve as a cultural centre in Britain was 
opened in London on IN January 1941. 

Germany is extinguishing all Czecho¬ 
slovak national culture and is obtaining 
a stranglehold over the economic system. 
The customs and monetary union with 
the Retch, on 1 October 1940, destroyed 
the last vestige of economic autonomy 
in the Protectorate. Nothing has been 
left to the banks but a fictitious claim 
on the Reichsbank to the extent of the 
confiscated values 

Germain ration goes on apace and 
everywhere the Czechoslovak population 
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is being ousted from its employment 
and replaced by Germans. Even the 
Sudetenlanders share the same fate. 
They are being repaid for their treachery 
in 1938. by the ruin of their industries 
and the loss of their markets 

Constant repressive measures and un¬ 
told indignities are daily heaped upon 
the inhabitants by the Nazis, but this has 
signally failed to quell their spirit and 
the tide of sabotage and revolt is stead¬ 
ily rising. Saboteurs are being directed 
by radio ; they set Are to military stores, 
explode factories, derail troop trains 
organize strikes and exterminate Nazi 
soldiers with guerrilla warfare. 

The " V '* campaign has been partic¬ 
ularly effective in Czechoslovakia. The 
Scouts, though arrested and punished 
for it, have resumed the wearing of 
their special belts, fashioned with a 
"V", which stands for "Be Prepared," 
but also for Viteastui— Victory. 

With the "resignation " of Baron 
von Neurath as "Protector." at the end 
of September 1941, in favour of General 
Heyarich,—one of the most fanatical of 
the Gestapo Nazis—a new era of per¬ 
secution, with summary executions and 
mass arrests, began. 

Determined to destroy the yoke of 
Nazism, free Czechoslovaks are fighting 
with the Allies, and the Free Czechoslo¬ 
vak Government under President Benesh 
in London is constructively laying foun¬ 
dations for the Allied New Order after 
Victory. 

DENMARK 

Denmark is the only Nazi-occupied 
country in which the existing regime 
has been treated with some show of out¬ 
ward respect by the German authorities. 
King Christian's birthday on 26 Sep¬ 
tember 1940 was loyally celebrated and 
the sentiment was openly expressed : 
"It la the day on which the Danish 
people confirm their Damshness. their 
unbreakable, united Damshness, and 
their unshakable faith in Denmark and 
her future." 

Even the Kigsdag has continued to 
meet On 1 October 1940 the Prime 
Minister declared that Government was 


planning large-scale public works to 
help unemployment. This has steadily 
increased since the German occupation 
and by the end of the first year had 
doubled. 

The ban on political meetings in I>en- 
mark was lifted on 14 October 1940, 
when a vigorous campaign was immedi¬ 
ately started by the Danish Naris under 
Dr. F. Clausen, which led to serious 
clashes in several places. 

Gradually Danish economic independ¬ 
ence is being totally destroyed Owing 
to the impossibility of importing fodder 
large-scale slaughtering of every kind of 
domestic animal was resorted to in Sep- 
temher-October 1940; rations of all 
kinds have steadily been reduced and 
living conditions have in every way 
worsened. 

A deep, blind hatred of the German 
Filhrer and the German troops of occu¬ 
pation prevails in all circles and is 
growing. Not a single German has 
succeeded in being recognized in Danish 
social circles. The great majority of 
people are pro-British and "refuse 
to understand National-Socialism." as 
the Nazis complain. The Danish IVrss 
openly opposes the German " protec¬ 
tive " occupation, magnifying news un¬ 
favourable to Germany and minimizing 
German victories. 

Kepresentstives of ail Danish organ¬ 
izations in Britain, including 60 per 
cent of the Danish merchant fleet, gave 
practical proof of their sympathy with 
the British cause when they formed the 
Danish Council in London. 10 October 
1940. 

The war has further lost Iienmark 
her former province of Iceland, which 
terminated its union with Denmark on 
16 May 1941 and voted itself a wholly 
independent State. 

In Denmark as in the rest of Europe 
the rising tide of hatred to the Nazis is 
foreshadowing their doom 

FINLAND 

Finland's proud war with Kuasia 
from 30 November 1939 to 12 March 
1940 left the country weaker in many 
ways and more subject to the dictates of 
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aggressor countries On 30 September 
1«>40 the largest and heaviest budget in 
the country’s history was introduced by 
the Government, huge sums being 
required for compensation (or Mar 
losses and for the resettlement of the 
populations expelled from ceded terri¬ 
tory. The National Debt had increased 
300 per cent 

A l-'inni»h-Gcrman Agreement drawn 
up in September 1940 permitted the 
passage of German troops and war 
material to and from northern Norway. 
As this was a clear breach of neutrality 
anti of international law a strong protest 
was made by the British Government 

On 12 October 1940 a Finnish-Soviet 
Agreement was signed providing for the 
demihtariration of the Aaland Islands, 
and for the development of Petaamo 
into a port equipped for ocean-going 
shipping. A 330-kilometre new motor 
road now connects Knvaniemi. the 
northern terminus of the Finnish rail¬ 
way. to Betaamo. 

Persistent ill-health led to the resigna¬ 
tion of Finland’s gallant President 
Kallio, who. on 29 November 1940 was 
succeeded by M. Kisto Ryti. M Kallio 
died shortly after 

On 22 June 1941 Germany invaded 
Russia, and though the Finnish Foreign 
Office on 24 June declared that Finland 
remained neutral and not merely non¬ 
belligerent. Finland was once more 
drawn into the Kuropean war against 
her will. Germany claimed her as an 
Ally, And on 26 June the 1 “resident 
declared that I-inland was again forced 
to defend herself against the Russian 
aggressor 

The war developed on three fronts. 
Germany threw the whole burden of 
the war in the northern sector on 
Finland, and fighting in the Murmansk, 
Kandalaksha and Karelian areas became 
extremely fierce. Germany, however, 
rendered insufficient aid in armaments 
on the ground and in the air. so that 
after ten weeks of war. though Finland 
recovered practically the whole area 
ceded to tire Russians in the earlier 
war. she suffered far more severely than 
during the whole war of 1939. 


A serious food famine has been 
caused by the Allied economic blockade 
plus the action of the Germans in 
draining away food supplies from the 
country for their own consumption. 

This " war of defence " is aimed 
entirely at regaining Finland's old 
frontiers and for the continuation of 
her former peaceful esistence. Field- 
Marshal Mannetheim declared early in 
September with pride and satisfaction : 
’’ The part of Finland violently tom 
from tier has been restored. On the 
proud castle of Vupuri the blue and 
white flag is once more flying.” 

The Germans are most anxious that 
the Finns shall make no separate peace 
and suggest that they "must take a deci¬ 
sive part in the conquest of areas later 
destined for Finland. 1 ' but the Finnish 
people are becoming deeply dissatisfied 
with their German Allies and it is hoped 
that they will not let themselves be 
drawn into a mere war of revenge 

Grave warnings by Great Britain that 
Finland would be regarded as an enemy 
country after the war. if she continued 
on her present course, were disregarded, 
ami Britain declared war on Finland, 
6 December 1941. 

Theosophy in Finland: All the 
Theosophies! festival days have been 
celebrated during the year The Raster 
Convention was a Shadow Congress of 
the Kuropean Federation meeting in 
Loodon, and eras very successful, 147 
delegates representing 18 Lodges. A 
very fine programme of lectures was 
presented. During last winter a new 
Lodge, the Septima. was inaugurated at 
IlcUmki. witli Mr Yrjo Kallmrn as the 
President and specially dedicated to 
the practice of universal brotherhood. 

Mr. Jinarajadaaa's Firat PnnctftUs 
of Throtophy has now been published 
in a Finnish translation from the 3th 
edition. 

The Section Journal Tcotofx is pub 
lished regularly in the same size as 
formerly. There were 670 subscribers 
during last year 

The Section has lost the valuable ser¬ 
vices of Dr. John Sonck, who died on 26 
September 1941 at the age of 73. He was 
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General Secretary from 1919 to 1931, 
published and financed the Section 
journal and helped the international 
work of the Society in multifarious 
ways In 1933 he attended the Inter¬ 
national Convention at Adyar, and in 
1936 made a lecture tour of the Finnish 
Lodge* 'n the United States of America. 

FRANCE 

In the 1941 Year Book we were chief¬ 
ly concerned with the defence of France 
and her sudden collapse in June 1940. 
Now we must continue the story of her 
martyrdom under Nazi domination, of 
the inadequacy of her Government at 
V f ichy, and of the dauntless courage of 
the Free French loti by General de 
Gaulle, the "Phoenix of France." as he 
is called, under the inextinguishable 
banner of hope for a France reborn and 
liberated. 

Although France was cruelly divided 
by the Armistice terms into occupied and 
unoccupied zones, so subtle and wide¬ 
spread has been the German penetration 
that it is difficult to draw a line between 
the zones. France in both zones has 
been bled white by the transfer of all 
transportable materials, including food, 
to Germany. In spite of undertakings 
to the contrary it is known that some 
130.000 tons of essential war material 
has been imported into Germany through 
France, and large supplies have also 
been drawn from the French North 
African colonies. 

Alsace and Lorraine have suffered 
from the occupation more severely per¬ 
haps than any other part of France. 

In 1 December 1940 Lorraine was 
incorporated as an integral part of the 
German Retch, under the name of the 
West mark. 

Amidst the most constant humiliations 
compulsory labour service on the Ger¬ 
man model was introduced into Alsace 
on 9 January 1941. Since then the 
severest penalties have been executed 
for speaking the French language, and 
in conformity with German policy in 
occupied France much anti-Catholic 
legislation has been enacted Strasa- 
bourg Cathedral and a number of mon- 
astries and convents have been closed. 


as also theological schools and semi¬ 
naries, the Catholic Press suppressed, 
and some 20,000 Catholics expelled. 

The final annexation by Germany of 
Alsace and Lorraine was ratified by the 
Vichy Cabinet on 3 June 1941. and in 
spite of Vichy's protests a wholesale ex¬ 
pulsion of French-speaking people was 
almost immediately begun, aAecting 
some 120,000 inhabitants who were 
turned into unoccupied France at a 
moment's notice. 

All over France normal trade has 
come to a standstill since the Armistice. 
There are hundreds of thousands of 
workless, requiring State help. Daily 
France is getting deeper into a financial 
crisis. Mercilessly the German machine 
demands the payment of six and a half 
million dollars per day for the army of 
occupation, so that by the end of 1941 
it is expected that France will he in 
debt to an amount nearly six times her 
national income. 

There is not much sabotage in France. 
—yet—. though gradually a spirit of 
revolt is increasing. It is significant, 
however, that Herr Darre, the Nan 
Minister of Agriculture in France, com¬ 
plains of the "unbelievable and volun¬ 
tary laziness of the French peasants." 
who have hitherto been known for their 
hardworking thrift I 

All through 1941 German pressure 
on France has grown markedly stronger 
and in a variety of ways the Nazis have 
sought to obtain a hold over tho French 
Fleet and over French North Africa. 
Countless officers and civilian agents 
have penetrated into French Morocco 
and Tunisia disguised as members of the 
Armistice Commission and as "tourists." 

In the meantime the Wtain Govern¬ 
ment have shown themselves more and 
more inadequate to deal with a situation 
of exceptional difficulty. Representing 
the last vestiges of French independence 
after the Armistice,—the Fleet, the 
Empire and two-fifths of France,—the 
growing collaboration of Vichy with 
Germany has thrown these all into the 
hands of the Reich. The old Field- 
Marshal no longer inspires confidence, 
though still regarded with mixed feel¬ 
ings of respect and pity. 
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By 9 October 1940 three million 
refugees and two million demobilized 
soldiers had returned to their homes . 
some 180 generals were removed from 
the active list; all civil servants not of 
French parentage were removed from 
office and the law of April 1939 protect¬ 
ing Jews abrogated. 

Many plans for reconstruction and im¬ 
provement were foreshadowed in August 
1940. but French Government leaders 
emphasized that over-industrialization 
must stop and the country must be 
transformed into a community of peas 
ants aud artisans; the motto “Libert*. 
Egalitl, Fraternal'' was to be replaced 
by the new motto; “Travail. Famille, 
IVitrie." 

In September 1940. M. I aval was 
appomtod Deputy-Premier and desig¬ 
nated as Marshal 1*1 lam's successor as 
Chief-of-State. 26 September. General 
Weygand left the Cabinet to become 
the delegate of the Vichy Government 
in North Africa. 

In September the R.A F made heavy 
raids along the northern coast of France 
on German “invasion bases'* with 
their barge concentrations Some 80.000 
Germans perished, and the invasion of 
Britain was definitely stopped by these 
strong measures. 

Severe rationing was introduced, and 
all secret societies, including the Ma¬ 
sonic Orders, were dissolved and the 
proceeds of the sale of their properties 
given to State Welfare Associations. 
Strikes and lockouts were forbidden, 
industrial arbitration was made obliga¬ 
tory. and anti-Semitic measures were 
applied throughout the French Empire, 
while Marshal Rltain declared on llth 
October 1940 that “Franco-German 
relations will continue to condition the 
future." When M I-aval replaced 
M. Ilaudouin as Foreign Minister, on 
28th October, his first act was to intro¬ 
duce heavy penalties for listening-in to 
British broadcasts. 

On 30 October 1940 Marshal Retain, 
after meeting with Hitler, entered “with 
honour, and to maintain French unity 

. . the path of collaboration" with 
Germany. “Thus in the near future, the 
burden of suffering on our country will 


will be lightened, the lot of our prisoners 
improved . . ." Thus did the Germans 
use lire dastardly form of blackmail,— 
and still use it.—employing 2.000.000 
French prisoners as hostages. 

The notorious Hiom war-guilt trials 
indicted MM Herr tot. Blum, Mandel. 
and Keynaud on a variety of charges as 
having acted against the interest of the 
State. By the end of the year many 
important Frenchmen were serving long 
terms of imprisonment, including the 
eminent scientist, iV-ofessor Longevin, 
and all Free French leaders had been 
denationalized. 

The collaboration of M. I .aval was 
not long acceptable to Marshal I’*tain. 
On 13th December 1940 M Laval was 
dismissed from the Cabinet, his succes¬ 
sor-ship cancelled, and M Flandin made 
Foreign Minister, to be replaced in his 
turn on 9th February 1941 by Admiral 
Ii^rlan as Vice-1 Vernier, Foreign Minis¬ 
ter. and eventual successor as France t 
Head-of-State. This definitely inaugu¬ 
rated an era of economic cn operation 
with Germany Determined to trans¬ 
form passive subjection into active 
alliance. French “collaborators" were 
everywhere in key places in the 
of France and French factories, 
and French (sues in Africa and Syria 
were placed at (kermany sand Italy 's dis¬ 
posal Sweeping changes in the military 
and naval commands were gradually in¬ 
troduced. in greater conformity with the 
collaboration with the Nazi New Order, 
and North and West Africa were urged 
to seek the protection of Germany. 

The dismissal in November 1941 of 
General Weygand — who strictly enforc¬ 
ed the armistice term* and has no love 
for the < Germans—as Governor of North 
Africa, owing to the Nazi pressure in 
Vichy, heralded the unrestricted use of 
these territories by the Nazis. Very 
shortly afterwards Marshal iVtam ceded 
various bases in North Africa for the 
Nazis' unrestricted use. 

On 4 January 1941 the word “Klpub- 
lique ' was for the first time eliminated 
from tb * Journal Ofiiciel and the name 
of the State has become “Etat Fran- 
cais" instead of "Klpubhque Fran- 
caise " Rending the introduction of a 
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new Constitution, a National Council 
of 200 members was set up on 24 Jan¬ 
uary 1941 of a purely provisional cliarac¬ 
ier and with merely consultative powers. 

From the first the loyalty of the 
French Empire was divided, but North 
Afnca. Indo-China, Syria and the 
American Colonies followed the lead 
of Vichy. A short war between Thai¬ 
land and Indo-China under the Vichy 
Governor. Admiral Decoux. began 
on 10 January 1941, included a 
naval engagement on 17 January, and 
ended with an armistice on 30 January. 
Final accord was eventually reached in 
March, and the terms ol the 1‘eace 
Treaty, including the cession to Thai¬ 
land of various districts, were signed 
on 9 May 1941 under Japanese patron¬ 
age in Tokio. The terms were received 
with great dissatisfaction in lndo-Chioa 
and described by Admiral Decoux as 
"forced arbitration." 

In the meantime Japan landed large 
numbers of troops in the north of Indo- 
China and M. Arsine Henry, Vichy 
Ambassador between Japan and Indo- 
China. brought about several agree¬ 
ments for closer economic collabora¬ 
tion between the two countries, thus 
signing away the independence of part 
of the French Empire in favour of 
Japan. This act was wholly unacceptable 
to General de Gaulle and the Free 
French Movement. 

In 1941 Marshal iVtain further suc¬ 
cumbed to German pressure by allowing 
(Germany full use of the French air 
bases in Syria. Aleppo being entirely 
evacuated for the uae of the Nazis. 

This action precipitated the Allied 
campaign in Syria, carried out by Brit¬ 
ish. Free French, Australian, And 
Indian troops, who advanced into Syria 
on 8 June 1941. Menu! conflict arose 
among the Free French and the Vichy 
French in the area, and the campaign 
against their former Allies was no less 
painful to the British, who therefore 
attempted to manoeuvre the Vichy 
troops out of their positions rather than 
bring them to battle. Unfortunately the 
fighting was more severe than had been 
hoped . Damascus was entered on 21 
June, and when the Allied Forces closed 


in on Beirut, main bastion of Syrian 
defence. General Dentz on 9 July ap¬ 
pealed for an armistice and its generous 
terms were signed on the 12th. General 
Catroux. in Syria on behalf of General 
de Gaulle, guaranteed the liberty and 
independence of Syria and the 1-ebunon 
and assumed all powers and responsi¬ 
bilities of La France au Levant. Im¬ 
mediately some 2000 soldiers of Vichy 
France came over to Join General 
Catroux’ Free French Army. 

The Free French Movement lias 
grown from strength to strength during 
1941. Not the whole of the Empire 
followed Vichy's lead, but French India, 
Tahiti and the Marquesas Islands. New 
Caledonia, the French Cameroons and 
French Equatorial Africa rallied to the 
Hag of General do Gaulle. 

From all parts of the world Free 
Frenchmen are still arriving in Hritain, 
and the forces have almost doubled. 
In August 1941 General de Gaulle de¬ 
clared : "We assure the nation that 
among the 40 French vessels command¬ 
ed by Admiral Muselier as well as the 
100 French merchantmen, among the 
2000 airmen umler Valin, as well as the 
00.000 soldiers led by our young gener¬ 
als. there is one dream, one determi¬ 
nation—the liberation of France." 

In this movement there are today no 
Royalists, no Republicans, no Socialists, 
but only Frenchmen pledged to fight to 
their last breath for the restoration of 
their country, and swearing, as the Mar¬ 
quis de la Valette declared in March, 
"that no evil power, no misunderstand¬ 
ings, no mistakes will ever sever the tie 
of friendship which binds us to Greet 
Britain, or will make us forget that 
France has pledged her word of honour 
to fight with England up to Victory." 
On all froots these Free French Forces 
have served, in the defence of I .on don 
and Britain, in Egypt, Syria, Hast 
Afnca, and along with the R.A.F and 
on the Atlantic. 

With a clarion von* General de 
Gaulle has called: "Be prepared ' 
Stand to your arms I" . . . "We. the 
Free French Forces declare in the name 
of France that we hold null and void 
any carving up of the land which is our 
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natural heritage* an, 1 regard any associa¬ 
tion between France and her enemies 
as sacrilege.” 

A decoration known as the Order of 
Liberation was created by General de 
Gaulle for award to the Free French 
Forces on 3 December 1940, and on 23 
September 1941 he formed a Free 
French National Committee consisting 
of ten representatives of competent 
French authorities throughout the world 
to act os trustees for France until they 
can hand over to a constitutionally rep¬ 
resentative French Government. It 
will not take the place of the l>efence 
Committee, but will share with General 
de Gaulle the responsibility of authority. 

Resistance to the German occupation 
is increasing in France. Anti-German 
riots are becoming more frequent be¬ 
cause of a growing antipathy to Admiral 
Darlan The policy of collaboration with 
Germany, while almost daily the 
Germans are shooting French hostages, 
is arousing seething detestation, which 
found an outlet in the attempted assas¬ 
sination of Messieurs l .aval. I Wat. and 
de llrinon at a ceremony at Versailles 
marking the departure of French volun¬ 
teers for German aid on the Russian 
Front, on 27 August 1941. 

In September 1941 Vichy sought to 
establish a permanent IVacc Treaty with 
Germany to replace the provisional ar¬ 
mistice terms, but though negotiations 
have been earned on more or leas 
secretly no result has yet been achieved, 
and Germany is not ready to loosen her 
hold on the Channel coast. 

But the '‘collaborators'* of France do 
not represent the true spinl of France. 
That lives in the growing anti-Axis 
movement in France itself, in the hearts 
of those who chalk up the Victory “V‘ 
and the Cross of Lorraine on house 
corners and on pavements And above 
all France lives indomitably in the Free 
French Movement, in whicn are embod¬ 
ied her traditions, her virtues, her in¬ 
extinguishable will to live in Freedom. 
/-•» Libre France, published in I-on don. 
is her voice. All classes and professions 
are united in one aim and goal, and 
their devotion, their courage, their 


daring and adventure will form the 
foundation of a resurrected France. 

"France occupies too great a place in 
civilization for that civilization to be 
able to exist without her." is an axiom 
which cuts both ways. Under the motto 
of the armies of the First Republic— 
Liberty or Death—the Free French 
Forces are seeking to establish a reborn 
France, which in her own inimitable 
way will lead European civilization and 
culture to new heights in a new Future. 
The almost unknown last verse of the 
Marseillaise is gaining a new popularity 
and poignancy : 

"I-et the love we bear for France 
Strengthen our avenging blade. 

Freedom'—we who fight for Thee 
Call on Thee for aid I " 


GERMANY 

The story of Germany for the last 
year has been an iltad of many victories, 
ller arms have been earned in triumph 
across many lands, but the peace which 
Hitler, the Fffbrvr, promised his people 
is yet afar off. "The German nation 
stands behind me. Today 1 am the 
guardian of its future life/' said Hitler 
on 10 December 1940, but ever since 
that date German lives have been sacri¬ 
ficed ruthlessly by the million in the 
Balkan and the Russian campaigns. 
"Because w* are hghung for the happi¬ 
ness of the nation thus spske Hitler 
to his troops at the beginning of the 
year—"we are convinced that we shall 
be the first to earn the blessing of Prov¬ 
idence." and he promised them that 
1941 should bring Germany "the com¬ 
pletion of the greatest victory in her 
history.' ’ But victory constantly recedes, 
leading ihe German armies further away 
from the Reich, while the enemy s as¬ 
saults upon its heart become heavier. 

The outstanding achievement, around 
which has centred all German policy, 
is the Ten-Year Mutual Assistance Pact 
t set ween Germany. Italy, ami Japan, 
signed in Berlin on 27 September 1940 
for the establishment of a "New World 
Order." This was hailed by the Axis 
Press as the new 'Monroe Doctrine 
applied to Europe and Asia." and was 
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envisaged "to secure a new order of 
things in . . . Europe . . . under the 
common leadership of Germany and 
Italy; to secure also a new order in 
Greater Asia under the leadership of 
Japan. The fact is not only based on 
friendship, but on a community of in¬ 
terests of three nations striving for the 
same social ideals.” 

“Germany with her Allies is today 
strong enough to face any coalition in 
this world,” said Hitler on 8 November 
1940. “Germany has given this continent 
its freedom within a few months . . . 
It has cost the German people hardly 
any sacrifices . . . The material 

losses of this war are altogether of no 
importance whatever.” 

On I October 1940 the customs and 
monetary union between the Reich and 
the fTotectorate of Bohemia came into 
force; in December the Westmark 
(I.or mine I was added as an integral 
province to the Reich. In September 
and October 1940 some 90.000 Germans 
from Bessarabia and 30,000 from Buko- 
vina, mostly small farmers, were re¬ 
patriated and settled in East Prussia and 
the annexed Polish territories. 

Rumania and Slovakia joined the 
Axis Pact on 23 November 1940. but are 
acknowledged as subordinate partners 
only, being represented only when their 
interests are directly affected 

Conversations between Mussolini and 
Hitler in Florence on 28 October 1940. 
in Berchtesgaden on 20 January 1941, 
at the Brenner Pass on 2 June 1941. 
planned a concerted Axis policy, and 
with “lull agreement of views on all 
questions of mutual interest” resulted 
in bringing the Italian forces more fully 
under German domination. 

In March and April 1941 Germany 
worked hard to bring Yugoslavia as 
partner into the Axis Pact, but a sudden 
coup d'ttat overthrew the Government, 
which was in favour of this partnership. 
On b April 1941. the day on which Ger¬ 
many invaded Yugoslavia and Greece. 
Hitler proclaimed at 3 a.m : "I had 
attempted to align the Yugoslav State 
with that group of Powers which is 
determined to reconstruct the European 
continent in peace and co-operation. 


. . . Now as in 1914 a military clique 
of criminals was financed and incited 
by the British Secret Service 
Once again I have to witness the failure 
of eight years' effort to build a friend¬ 
ship. . . . The German nation can 

embark upon this struggle with the 
inner consciousness that its leadership 
has done everything which is possible 
for man to do in order to spare it this 
conflict “ 

“You take into your protection," 
said the Order of the Day, "the in¬ 
terests of the Reich in south-eastern 
Europe, just as your comrades did in 
Norway and the west of Europe a year 
ago." 

The Note to Yugoslavia said : "The 
German Government has given orders 
to German troops to re-establish law 
and order in this part of Europe by all 
the forces of the German military power 
of the Reich and by any means 
whatever." 

An air attack on Belgrade reduced 
the town to ruins within a few hours, 
Within a few days Skolpje was captured 
and German troops linked up with the 
Italians in Albania Troops poured 
through the Monastir Gap into Greece 
and down the river valley to Salonika 
Fresh troops were continually thrown 
into battle, and though losses were high 
German air superiority and particularly 
tho large number of dive-bomlwrs en 
sured the German victory in spite of 
Britain's help to Greece. On 27 April 
Athens and Corinth were entered, and 
by 2 May the entire Peloponnesus was 
occupied. The last stand in Crete was 
also soon overcome, and on 4 May 1941 
Hitler was able to announce the vic¬ 
torious conclusion of the campaign, 
asserting that Germany had "no terri¬ 
torial ambitions" in the Balkans and 
that she was only an "interested spec¬ 
tator” there. Hut. as Hitler had said 
in his Note to Greece: “The Greek 
Government have , . . themselves 
brought about a state of affairs in the 
face of which Germany can no longer 
remain inactive. . . . The blow which 
Germany is forced to deal on Greek 
soil is intended for Britain." 
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In May 1941 a new agreement with 
France reduced the French expenses of 
the army of occupation and liberalized 
the demarcation between the occupied 
and unoccupied cone* 

On 22 June Germany undertook 
a *'crusade against Bolshevism" and 
for the "restoration of religious free¬ 
dom" in Russia, invading Russia sud¬ 
denly and without notice. 

The difficulties of this "crusade" 
have proved enormous and the progress 
in Russia is vastly slower than was 
anticipated. But "continually renewed 
extortions, repeated ever since" the 
occupation of Lithuania, at the time of 
the advance on I*oIand, and the "delib¬ 
erate threat to Germany of concentra¬ 
tions of troops on the Eastern frontier" 
nuule the campaign inevitable. "The 
occupying and bolsheviztng of spheres of 
influence in the Balkans and eastern 
Europe " constituted a serious threat to 
Germany, therefore "the task of this 
Front" (from the Arctic to the Black 
Sea) "is . . . the safety of Europe and 
the salvation of us all." 

It is only the marvellous efficiency of 
the German military machine that 
brought it to the shores of the Sea of 
Azov in the south, within a hundred 
miles of Moscow in the centre, and to 
the walls of Leningrad in the north by 
October 1941. along a continuous front 
of well over 1000 miles, helped in the 
North by her ally F'lnland, and in the 
South by the armies of Rumania. 

In North Africa, too. her victorious 
armies regained much of the territory 
lost by the Italians, but though the 
"forced landings" of many plane* in 
"transit" across Syria eventually pro¬ 
voked an enemy campaign in Iraq and in 
Iran. German armies were never in¬ 
volved in those regions. 

The German Navy has inflicted very 
heavy losses on the British and Allied 
Fleets, especially in the Atlantic, where 
H. M. S. Hood was sunk on 24 May 
1941, with all hands but for a very 
small number of survivors. That the 
Germans had to pay for this victory by 
the loss on 27 May of the Bismarck is 
but one of the misfortunes of war. 


On 10 May 1941 the National Socialist 
I’arty -uttered a sudden and surprising 
loss when the Deputy Fiihrer and Party 
Leader, Rudolf Hess, left Germany in a 
stolen bombing plane and landed in 
Scotland, near Glasgow. He has since 
been a prisoner of war. Very shortly 
afterwards his close friend, the German 
Naval Commander-in-Chief, Admiral 
Boehm, committed suicide at Oslo, 
Norway. 

The German Luftwaffe has constantly 
been kept ahead of time by the incor¬ 
poration of all the latest ideas dictated 
by changing conditions. As an antidote 
to enemy sea control the Luftwaffe estab¬ 
lished itself as a new transport fleet, 
new bombers providing room for half a 
platoon of soldiers, while special car¬ 
riages transport heavy gear, and even 
small tanks. 

On 18 October 1940 a second four- 
year Economic Han was inaugurated 
and specially adapted by Marshal Goe- 
nng for war demands 

The (German people have undoubtedly 
had to pay heavily for their many 
resounding victories. In spite of the 
thousands of ton* of foodstuffs and 
other goods taken from the conquered 
countries for the use of the " Herron- 
volk," rations have become more and 
more restricted, and there is an in¬ 
creasing shortage of cotton, medical 
supplies and raw materials. 

The whole of German manhood is 
serving the country as soldiers Well 
over 2,000,000 foreign workers have 
been pressed into the economic service 
of the Reich, about half of these tiring 
prisoners of war. Those who can no 
longer serve the Reich have no place 
there, and merely prevent better rations 
for those who do. That is "the ulti¬ 
mate logic of Nazi doctrine." The 
Nazis therefore disposed of 83,000 blind, 
aged or incurable Germans by poison 
or in the gas-chamber during October 
and November 1940 Protesting priests 
found their protests silenced in the con¬ 
centration camps The Christian religion 
"being quite foreign and repugnant to 
os" tne goal lies in "a Teutonic, a 
German morality, which will rank 
higher than that of Christianity," whose 
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ethics ui fit merely "lor moron* and 
idiots." 

Those, however, whether 1‘rotestant 
or Catholic, who do not take this •»- 
treme view, have reached a unity never 
before felt in Germany, where the two 
creeds have hitherto been divided as in 
few lands Amongst these it is «ud 
that Christian feeling has revived more 
intensely than at any time since the 
Reformation, and it is amongst these, 
as His Holiness the Pope says in bis 
Easier Appeal, that "the artifices of 
this generally secret, but at times public 
martyrdom, inflicted on the follower* 
of Christ, are multiplying daily, and 
form, as it were, an encyclopedia of 
heroic sacrifices 

In spite of the immunity from air 
attack which Hiller promised bis people 
the ports and industrial districts of the 
Reich have suffered severely from 
enemy bomtung attacks, and since the 
war with Russia Berlin ha* been sub¬ 
jected to air attacks both from West 
and East. I *e net ration by the R A. F. 
by day and by night has conspicuously 
increased, ami ports and aerodromes in 
occupied territories from the Arctic to 
Gibraltar, and from Gibraltar to Iran, 
have shared in this attack 

The Nan "Herreovolk * hold sway 
over nearly the whole of Europe by 
virtue of a so-called " New Order 
which in reality spells slavery to all the 
conquered peoples and a perpetuity of 
"guns and no butter." The avowed 
aim ts to subject the" inferior peoples. ' 
so that the German* may rule supreme 
over a new slavery. II w t source 
of constant surprise and complaint to 
the devoted Nan Party member, in 
whom all critical independent thinking 
has been systematically destroyed, that 
the conquered peoples do not see the 
beauty and the efficiency of his New 
Order A generation deliberately tram 
ed in a system designed to destroy all 
freedom of thought and to obliterate all 
•dee* of decency and honour is l<lind to 
the fact that its lenders have discredited 
Germany in the eyes of all honourable 
men. and deaf to the agonired cry of 
the people* of Europe suffering under 
the murderous assault of the armed 


forces of Germany. As the May Day 
Manifesto of the British National Coun¬ 
cil of Labour so truly said : "Amid the 
nuns of their tow ns and villages, women 
and children, the sick, the aged and the 
infirm cry out against the German 

When the Nans changed the motto of 
one of their oldest universities from 
Dr*u LfbtmJigtn (To the Living 

Spirit) to Drm DrufscAm Gnsf (To 
the German Spin!) they sealed the 
fate of their spiritual survival By 
embracing the selfish, esclusive. separa¬ 
tive spirit they cut themselves off from 
the flow of Life and have turned them¬ 
selves into a nation of fanatical autom¬ 
atons. wholly and efficiently devoted 
to a creed of evil and retrogression. 
Their conquest* therefore can be of but 
temporary significance, for they are 
built upon foundations of shifting sand*. 
Not until they restore true values in 
iheir lives and m the Stale and once 
more turn their astounding caper n> for 
one-pointed adherence to a principle 
into life giving channels instead of life- 
destruymg ones, can they once more be 
admitted to the orchestra of the world. 
Into whose concerted playing they have 
wilfully cast such strident dissonances 

GREECE 

Ooe of the most glorious and tragic 
struggles for liberty and Honour went 
"underground'* when the lirutal Nan 
colossus imposed his reign of terror, 
su p pression, and famine on Greece In 
spile of enemy occupation by Germans. 
Italians, and HuJgars, the proud heroism 
of the Greek* t* neither cowed nor 
broken but sustains a suffering people 
until they shall turn on their tormentors 
and crush them 

A Greek "White Hook, published 
on • December 1940. proved that Ital¬ 
ian aggression on Greece had been 
planned as far hack as Apnl 19)9, 
when, among other declaration* at 
Tirana. Italian leaders promised Al¬ 
bania "enlarged frontiers." 

Then on 28 October 1940. in the 
words of Mr Churchill, "without the 
slightest provocation, spurred on by 
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Iutt of power and brutish greed. Musao- 
linl attacked ami invaded Greece, ooly 
to be burled back ignoattniously by tbr 
heroic Greek Army, who have revived 
before our eye* the glonea that from 
the class* age gilded their native 
land ' 

"Hellene*"' called the Prime Muus- 
ter. General Metauu. "we will now 
ahow whether we are truly worthy of 
our anoeatore. and of the freedom aaeur 
ed to ue by our forefather* let the 
Nation erne! " And in reeponee. for 
ais month*, with un*u rp e * ee d cheerful- 
nee*. con6deoceand gnm determination, 
the email Greek Army of *ome M.000 
men. wiry, mercurial, and gay, climbed 
like goat*, dragged gun* to the top of 
precipitous mountain*, and gained al 
moat fabuloe* successes again.i one of 
Europe’* Great Power*, without a strat¬ 
egical mistake and without allowing 
their incomparable enthusiasm to carry 
them an inch too far King George II 
of Greece in ht* Order of the Day ua 17 
March 1041 apokr nothing but the truth 
when he aaid "The whole civilised 
world M watching with amasement the 
feat*of Greek arm*." 

Early in the New Year Greece Me¬ 
lamed the shock of the sodden death of 
General Metaia*. who died aear Athens 
on 29 January 1941, followtag an opera¬ 
tion lie waa succeeded as Prime 
Mmi*irr by II Alexander Korin*, 
(unernor of the Greek National Hank, 
and Minister of Social Welfare under 
Metata* 

on 23 March 1941, the IJOth anni¬ 
versary of Greek Independence was 
celebrated with gTeat enthusiasm, and 
street* and house* were dec nested with 
flags bearing the legend which made 
Greece independent over a hundred 
year* ago "Liberty or Death * 

la the meantime the G e r m — MN» 
lion of Hungary. Rumania, and Bul¬ 
garia made the strategic position of 
Greece very vulnerable, but her spirit 
did not falter, though the re m or*elees 
accumulation of German armoured 
forces and of aircraft on her frontiers 
spelled constantly increasing danger At 
last without a warning or aa ultimatum, 
on 6 April 1941, the German* crossed 


the Greco-Bulgarian frontier at five 
points 

British "token" aid of British and 
Empire troops and R.A P. squadron* 
was unmediaialy available The fight- 
tag was on an unprecedented and heroic 
scale Every inch of territory was dis¬ 
puted . spec ial volunteer "battalions of 
death held up the German advance 
against odd* of 10 to I. inflicting very 
heavy casualties and bolding their posi¬ 
tions till the last man had bean killed 
Hut the capture of Salonika completely 
isolated the troops in sastero Thrace, 
aad finally the Weak through of the 
German* on the Yugoslav frontier, pour¬ 
ing another mac ham red Hood through 
the Mo«a»!ir Gap on to the cvposed 
Greek flank and rear, made further 
resistance a sa l e— 

Within three month* of General 
Metaia* daath the Greek Government 
suffered another toes us the sudden 
death of hi* ■ u c c e— n c M, Korost*. 
on II April The formatiue of n 
new Cabinet we* aenoenced by the 
Kmg on 20 April, with huaaaif as I teat - 
dent of Council, hut on 21 April the 
Premiership wna entrusted to M. Taou- 
derm, n fanner Governor of the Hank 
of Greece, who gathered round him a 
half civilian. half military Cabinet 

On 20 Apnl. recognising that the 
position had become hopeless, the Greek 
trover ament requested the British K» 
pedittonary Force to withdrae, and 
themselves began preparation* for a 
withdrawal to Crete 

Coder inraesent fire end bombard 
event, and latenstve air attacks with 
constantly diminishing air support, a* 
RAF aerodro m e* became fewer end 
mors eapnaed to enemy action, the 
(•reek aad Empire divisions under 
General Wtlsoa bnlliantU esecuted on 
» and 21 Apnl one of the finest rear¬ 
guard act tens la history. While the 
withdrawal continued in good order with 
amaring gallantry the Front was kept 
intact The Peas of Thermopylae, al¬ 
ready surrounded by the glory of undy¬ 
ing heroism since ancient times, was 
once more the scene of unshaken deter¬ 
mination in the defence of Greece and 
was only taken after the Ansae troops. 
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outnumbered by 10 to 1. had put up a 
mighty and heroic resistance. The fate 
of the main Greek Army, deeply commit¬ 
ted in Albania, was scaled by the retire¬ 
ment of the supporting force. Its own 
retirement through the wild Albanian 
mountains under constant air attack 
was a desperate undertaking, ending 
after an heroic fight, when attacked 
from the rear as well, in capitulation, 
on 22 April. 

On 23 April the King, the Crown 
Prince and the Government removed to 
Crete to carry on from there the war of 
liberation "until final victory." Of 
the 60.000 Imperial troops in Greece 
some 45.000 were safely evacuated by 
2 May from eight different points of the 
Peleponnesus under conditions of ex¬ 
treme difficulty and incessant dive- 
bombing. 

On 30 April the Germans set up a 
Fifth Columnist Government under 
General Tsolakoglu, aided by professors 
who had studied in Germany and were 
"imbued with the German kultur." 
General Papagos and M. Mavroudis. 
Permanent Secretary of State, were 
arrested and charged with instigating 
the war against Germany. 

The small but highly efficient Greek 
Navy suffered heavy losses against Ger¬ 
many and Italy, but by 6 May all the 
six submarines it possessed arrived 
safely at Alexandria to join the British 
Koval Navy. 

On 3 May a special Order of the Day 
by M. Tsouderos appointed Major- 
General If. C. Freyberg, V. C.. com¬ 
manding the New Zealand Expeditionary 
Force, as Commander-in-Chief of all 
Allied troops in Crete Some of the 
fiercest fighting of the war now look 
place in Crete, the island where, as 
legend has it, Zeus was born in one of 
the deep and narrow ravines and suckled 
by the goat Amaltheia; Crete, which 
has five thousand years of unbroken 
history and has produced fearless 
warriors since the days of King Minos, 
3000 n. C. Tireless in revolting against 
foreign masters. Crete at last, m 1913, 
become part of the Kingdom of Greece 
to which it belongs by race, language 
and spirit. 


But in spite of the most heroic and 
determined fighting by the New Zea¬ 
landers and by the entire population of 
the island.—even able-bodied monks 
coming to join in the defence of their 
proud freedom.—Crete was doomed to be 
one more "glorious failure" The 
necessary air support from tlio aeio- 
dromes in Egypt wan lacking, but 
nevertheless the Germans had to pav 
with "sickening sacrifices" for their 
conquest, before it became necessary 
for the Allied forces to withdraw . 

Greece under Nazi rule has been 
systematically plundered by the Ger¬ 
mans. and simply as the people live, 
the food situation is serious. The 
treasures of Mount Athos, consisting 
largely of works of art and nch collec¬ 
tions of ancient documents, spared by 
even the most fanatical of Turkish 
Sultans in the Middle Ages, have been 
rifled by the "cultured " Nazis. 

In the South the Germans have (Mil in 
Italian soldiers as an army of occupation 
since they required all their men for the 
campaign in Russia ; in the North they 
have pul the Bulgars, who have occu¬ 
pied 1 brace and driren out some 60,000 
small farmers and confiscated their land. 

After a long and devious journey 
which led them across America. King 
George II of Greece and his Govern¬ 
ment on 22 September 1941, arrived in 
London, now the capital, as I'rime 
Minister Tsouderos said, " not only of 
the British Empire but of all the freedom- 
loving peoples," from there to function 
"in closest collaboration with the Brit¬ 
ish Government ... for the triumph 
of the cause of freedom and democracv " 

Yet even now the spint of the Greek 
people remains high and unbroken, and 
everywhere the Greeks and the Cretans 
are aiding the few thousands of British 
and Greek soldiers who have remained 
hidden in the mountain fastnesses to 
sustain a guerrilla warfare 

Unanimously in all free countries it 
has been acknowledged that throughout 
their severe trials the attitude of the 
Greeks has been perfect. Living up to 
the finest traditions of their past—and 
how fine these are!—displaying rare 
heroism, fortitude, and confidence m 
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their ultimate destiny, they have at the 
same time shown a most generous ap¬ 
preciation of the wholehearted help ex¬ 
tended to them by the British Common¬ 
wealth and the United States of America. 
Themselves in the direst straits and 
danger, they showed all through the 
tragic withdrawal an almost incredible 
generosity and nobility of character. 

To such a nation, their eclipse behind 
the blood-red moon of Nattsra must be 
but a temporary phase in their long 
history. No country loves its national 
liberty more, nor will they rest until the 
sun of freedom shall shine over them 
once again "We shall bear our suffer¬ 
ings and shall not shrink from any sacri¬ 
fice." said an Order of the Day by 
King George II. "Victory is waiting 
for us at the end of the road, to crown 
Greece once again and for all time " 

IN OLYMPUS 

What of On' Grecian Gods today. 
Lords of Olympic song f 
Down the eternal years away 
Are ringing the prayers that warriors 
Pray 

To the land where their souls belong. 


Daedalus. Theseus. Perseus. 

Hellenic heroes of yore. 

Drink to the soldiers of modern Greece 
That their hearts may be high, until 
Zeus grants peace 
Ami orders an end to war. 


And Jason holding the cup on high 

Cheers, as he cheered of old : 

" Von who defend our isles are blest. 

Shall succeed again in your mighty 
quest. 

For your fleece, too, is gold. 

. . . None can assault where a God 

defends. 

And on through the storm till the 
chaos ends 

The Immortals abide with you . 


G. Smarrard 


HUNGARY 

The most important event in the life 
of Hungary, and one that has set her 
course for Mima time to come, was her 
adherence to the Tripartite I •act of 
Berlin on 27 September 1940. Signing 
the iTotocol in Vienna on 20 November 
1940, she became, like Rumania and 
Bulgaria, one of its minor partners, 
agreeing to assist "with all political, 
economic, and military means" any 
partner attacked by any country not yet 
in the war. 

From that date. too. all interest and 
capital payments on foreign debts were 
suspended 

For a long time post Germany had been 
drawing Hungary more and more closely 
into her orbit, assisted by members of 
the Hungarian Government. On 4 
October 1940. the former Premier, M. 
Imredy, seceded from the Hungarian 
Government l^irty. together with other 
influential members, to form the Party 
of Hungarian Renaissance. This Ren¬ 
aissance they sought aloof the road of 
much closer adjustment to Nan-Fascist 
principles, drastic agrarian reforms, and 
extreme anti-Semitic measures. This 
was closely followed by a new trade 
agreement with Germany, which greatly 
increased Hungarian exports to that 
country already amounting to 62 per cent 
of the total figure. 

A plot against the Regent, Admiral 
llorthy, lea by Nan deputies and dis¬ 
covered by Got ernment on 8 November 

1940. led to the arrest of 39 persons and 
the detention of several hundred. 

A Pact of Eternal Friendship and 
Non Aggression was signed with Yugo¬ 
slavia on 12 December 1940, but when 
Germany invaded Yugoslavia on 6 April 

1941, the terms of the Tripartite I'act 
came into operation and Hungary joined 
in the invasion of her neighbour. 
Hungarian troops crossed the frontier 
into the Baranya triangle "to take into 
our hands the security of that part of 
Hungary which was cutoff from her in 
1941, and where such great masses of 
Hungarians are living. This is a 
sacred national duty which must ba 
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executed immediately." proclaimed Ad¬ 
miral Hocthy. Not the whole of the 
Government agreed to this atep, how¬ 
ever. aa was tragically emphaaiced on 3 
April 1941 by the auicide of Hungary's 
studious and artatocratic Crime Minister 
Count Teleki, who. in Mr. Churchill's 
words "preferred to take his own life ra¬ 
ther than join in such a deed of shame." 

Count Caaky. Foreign Mfmster. dying 
on 23 Januarv 1941, had been succeeded 
by M. Laaiio Hardoesy. who now, on 
the death of Count Teleki. took over the 
Premiership 

Croatia also had been promised to 
Hungary aa part of the price of her ad 
herencc When therefore the Crown of 
Croatia passed into Italian hands at the 
end of the German campaign in Yugo¬ 
slavia. Hungarian dissatisfaction was 
so great that the Hungarian Envoy in 
Rome absented himself from the cere¬ 
mony at Venice where the presentation 
of the Crown to the Duke of Spoletn took 
place Lately too there has been grave 
dissatisfaction among the masses be¬ 
muse of the sending of large con¬ 
tingents of Hungarian troops to the 
Russian front, and the unsatisfactory 
food situation 

Outside of Hungary there are many 
other patriots who feel that the road of 
German domination in Hungary it the 
road to destruction These have gather 
ed together under the leadership of 
Count Michael Karolyi, and on 27 Sep¬ 
tember 1941 a movement to free Hun¬ 
gary from Nasi domination waa launch¬ 
ed in London, with a central Committee 
to secure contact with all Hungarian 
organisations in the Americas 

Of historical interest is the fact that in 
August 1941 excavations at Vomalr, 
some miles north of lludepest. have 
unearthed the probable burial place of 
Attila the Hun. the "Scourge of God" 
—whose grave had hitherto not been 
located. Near the mins of what is 
believed to tie his ancient capital. 
Cicembria. has been found a steep cliff, 
at (he foot of which is a spring and a 
grave, which tallies with ancient de¬ 
scriptions of the last burial place of .this 
greatly feared ravager 


ICELAND 

Iceland's position assumed a growing 
importance aa the war progressed, until 
it now occupies one of the key positions 
in the Battle of the Atlantic 

Cut off from Denmark since the 
latter's occupation by Germany. Ice 
land decided to terminate the Act of 
Union which has bound it to lienmark 
since 1918, and by a vote in the ancient 
Althing on 16 May 1941 became a 
wholly independent State On 17 June 
Hr Svenn Iljotnsson. formerly Ice¬ 
landic Minister in Copenhagen, was 
elected Regent. taking over the powers 
formerly vested in the King of Denmark. 

As the British and Ca n adia n troops 
garrisoned in Iceland were required in 
other theatre* of war, (lie Crime Minis¬ 
ter. Hr Herman Jonaeeon. on 8 July 
1941. requested the United States of 
America to send over marines and 
naval forces for Iceland s protection— a 
request to which ('resident Roosevelt 
•minedist*l> acceded, explaining that 
he did so "to protect Greenland, the 
North American continent and the 
Atlantic " 

The war has suddenly brought Ice¬ 
land out of a "backwater" of the 
Atlantic into the main route of the 
" Battle of Supplies " Large refuelling 
he s ex are being built for the flow of 
warplanes from North America to Brit 
am Existing aerodromes are being en¬ 
larged and new ones constructed to ac 
commodate the large-sise passenger sad 
bombing planes on their way across to 
the British Isles The construction of 
a new port m under consideration, as 
the shallow harbour at Reykjavik, 
suitable for a peaceful Ash mg-fleet, is 
incapable of accommodating veeeeia of 
any sire 

German reconnaissance planes have 
flown over Iceland from lime to time, 
but so far have dropped no bombs 

Theosophy in Iceland : The Gen¬ 
eral Secretary, Mr. Gretax Fella, has 
been giving many lectures and talks to 
lodges and over the State Radio These 
were collected together to form e book J 
The Seen/ o/lht H'ooJs. end opportune 
financial help was forthcoming for Ua 
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publication. **W# arc working in the 
•pint of dedication to The Society and 
it* ideal* o( Brotherhood and Freedom. ‘ 
writes Mr Fella 

ITALY 

The year (or Italy haa been diaas- 
trou* From po — - m g an Empire Italy 
ha* become a dependency, and tier proud 
dictator. Mussoltni, Hitler * beat ap¬ 
prentice. ' ' 

Having signed a declaration ot Fneod- 
ship with (Greece on £0 September 1940. 
a aerie* of provocation* in her tern tonal 
water* and against the Albanian peas¬ 
antry caused Italy through her Minister 
at Athena. Sr. Grass*, to hand to the 
Greek Government at 3 a m . il Octo¬ 
ber 1940, an ultimatum demanding the 
occupation by Italian troop* of strategic 
points in Greece, (Corfu. Crete, F.ptru*. 
and 1‘irseu*) for the duration of the war 
with lititarn, The refusal of the** do 
mands precipitated the ear which start 
ed that morning with an invasion of 
Greece by the Italian force* in Albania 

A few hour* later e meeting took 
place between Hiller and Mussolini ia 
Florence 

Although the Fascist regime with Hs 
enforced physical training. Sunday 
parade* and summer camping, basenor 
mously improved the stamina of the 
Italian people, they are oot natural 
fighters aa are the Greeks, end almost 
from the fust (he campaign tailed to 
follow the linos espoctod Wab bore* 
and indomitable courage the Greek 
Army opposed the invader* and at the 
point of the bavooet forced the wer back 
into Albanian territory, where Italian 
arms met defeat and debacle 

The war in Greece also esposed Italy 
to sever* attacks by Great Britain K» 
tensive damage was inflicted upon the 
Italian Navy in the attack on Taranto 
by the British Fleet Air Arm. on II 
November 1940. and by bombing at¬ 
tacks on Milan and Turin. Naples and 
Sicily 

As a result of the differences develop¬ 
ing between the Army. Navy and the 
Fascist I'arty. Marshal Badoglio. ia su- 


premr command of the Italian Armed 
Forces, handed to his resignation oa 6 
December 11M0, followed by General 
Veer hi. Governor of the Dodecanese- 
Islands and three Admirals of the Fleet. 

On JO January UNI Hitler and Mus¬ 
solini again met, this lime at llerch- 
lesgaden. and the meeting*, "conducted 
in the spirit of cordial friendship 
and of done military ties, 
ed unity of command as well as of pur- 


At the end of January ISM! many 
Cabinet Minister* and prominent men 
of the Fascist l*nrty left Italy to join in 
the lighting oa the Albanian Float, and 
every available man. gun. and tank was 
in the Beat two month* thrown into 
action in a desperate serves of counter¬ 
attacks which failed however to stem 
the Greek advene*. 

Then the tale turned. Acting in 
doe* collaboration with lb* military, 
naval, and air force* of Germany in 
their invasion, on 6 April ISMi. of Yugo¬ 
slavia and Greece. Italian forces on 3 


May aanesed the north western Yugo¬ 
slav province of Ljubljana 

Italian influence in the Balkans was 
further e» tended when on 14 June ISMI 
at a ceremony in Venice the Ibak* of 
Spoleto. younger brother of the Duke of 
Aosta, accepted the i rowa of Croatia 
Dalmatia was aanesed to Italy by the 
Government nl /ara 

Meanwhile the earlier suc c ess f ul cam¬ 
paign against Egypt deteriorated when 
Italv had to esprnd her main effort 
against Greece in Albania. She was 
compelled to withdraw from Egypt, 
and. Just a* Marshal Grasiani was 
awaiting transport reinforcement* by 
tea and was preparing for another at¬ 
tack. hampered by severs sandstorm*. 
British and Empire troops under Gen¬ 
eral Wavell swept acmes Cyrenaica. 
capturing Solium on 16 Decumber UNO. 
Tobruk on U January IsMI. and Ben 
ghasi on 6 February. Italian lose** 
in men and equipment wer* very heavy, 
In the Mediterranean too. the Italian 
Navy was no lass unfortunate. Genoa 
suffered heavy bombardment at dawn 
on 9 February IV41. and the naval bat 
tie off Cap* Meta pan on 2S March 
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severely crippled the Italian Fleet. The 
British Navy and the Air Arm cleared 
the Mediterranean, though some supply 
ships still get through to North Africa. 

On 12 July 1941 a convoy of merchant 
ship* and several destroyers were sunk 
of! Pantellaria by the R.A.F. and Fleet 
Air Arm. 

The campaigns in Eritrea. Somali* 
land and Abyssinia also were not going 
well. The fall of Keren, defended with 
the utmost tenacity, spelled the end of 
the main resistance in Eritrea, and on 
1 April 1941 Asmara, the capital and 
centre of communication, surrendered. 
On 23 March Marshal Graxiani. Com- 
mander-in-Chief of North Africa and 
Governor of Libya, resigned his com¬ 
mission at his own request. 

In East Africa Italy lost some 300.000 
men and all equipment i all ports on 
the Red Sea were surrendered. 

In Abyssinia after the fall of Harar 
and Diredawa in March and of Addis 
Ababa on 5 April the Duke of Aosta. 
Viceroy and Commandcr-in-Chief, re¬ 
treated to the mountain fastnesses. On 
20 May he surrendered at Amba Alagi 
to combined British. South African. 
Indian. Australian, Free French, Bel¬ 
gian, and Abyssinian troops 

Fighting in isolated districts continued 
for a considerable time, but the surren¬ 
der on July 4 and 6 of General Gasaaia 
and nine other generals was virtually the 
end of the Italian Empire in East Africa. 

In April 1941 part of Cyrenaica 
was again retrieved with the help of 
German troops under General von 
Rommel, but Tobruk still remains in 
British hands. A new Allied thrust into 
Libya was resumed on 20 November 
1941 under General Auchinleck, who 
succeeded General Wavell as Com¬ 
mander- in-Chief, Middle East, when the 
latter was appointed Commander-in- 
Chief in India. 

The military disasters in Albania, 
Libya, Abyssinia and Eritrea threw 
Italy into dependence on German aid 
and greatly extended German control 
over the Italian war machine. By July 
1941 more than 200.000 German troops, 
officials and technicians were in ItaJy. 
The food situation was becoming alarm¬ 


ing. Work on the new battleship of 
the Littorio class had to be abandoned 
owing to shortage of vital materials. 
Factories are almost entirely dependent 
on Germany for coal, oil, and raw 
materials. 

Meanwhile a Free Italy came to birth 
in London on 11 February 1941. under 
the leadership of Sr. Carlo Petrone. 
with the aim of overthrowing the Fas¬ 
cist regime of Mussolini and restoring 
civil liberties. A similar movement in 
the United States of America on 13 
February established contact with anti¬ 
fascist leaders in Canada and the 
Argentine. It is such Free Italians who 
will mould the new Italy to take her 
natural place in a Europe which will 
more than ever need her rich gifts of 
Art and Beauty and Culture. 

LUXEMBURG 

Luxemburg, like the countries sur¬ 
rounding it, is suffering under Nazi 
occupation In February 1941 the 
Reichsmark superseded Luxemburg and 
Belgian francs, and on 8 February the 
Duchy of Luxemburg was incorporated 
into the German State as the province 
of Moselland. under Gauleiter Simon. 

The French tongue, the country's 
official language for generations, was 
entirely suppressed 

Much unrest is reported amongst the 
population. In September 1941 the 
Archbishop of Luxemburg was arrested 
owing to his failure to support the 
doctrine of collaboration with Germany. 

Luxemburg too is awaiting her re¬ 
generation under the banner of the 
Victory " V ". 

THE NETHERLANDS 

No better picture of the plight of the 
Netherlands under Nazi rule could be 
given than that broadcast by the Prime 
Minister, Dr. Gcrbrandy, from London, 
1 September 1941. "Practically all my 
leading political friends are in prison." 
he said, "many University professors 
are in concentration camps ; crooks are 
in high positions; patriots are executed . 
corporal punishment and torture are 
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practised ax political iimrumentx. thou¬ 
sands of labourers are blackmailed into 
working in German war factories; trials 
are held behind closed doors, prisons 
are overflowing; the axe is at the root 
of the tree of freedom planted in the 
Netherlands centuries ago.'* 

Then there is the other side of the 
picture, expressed by (Jueen Wilhelmina 
on 10 May, the anniversary of the inva¬ 
sion of her country in 1940: "At the 
end of a year of trial the Kingdom stands 
firm, more united, determined, unani¬ 
mous, strong, than before. Everyone 
takes part in the struggle On one side 
is an enemy .... on the other side is 
a people silenced, but courageous, proud, 
ottering dogged passive resistance." 

Anyone knowing the history of the 
Netherlands and the national character¬ 
istics will hardly be surprised to hear 
that the whole population of the King¬ 
dom in Europe, though outwardly op- 
prosed by force of arms is by no means 
really beaten, their spirit is invincible. 
The repressive measures introduced on 
4 October 1940. which included the sup¬ 
pression of all Masonic Lodges, the anti- 
Semitic legislation, the closing of 
Leiden University and the Technical 
High School, owing to their anti-German 
attitude, followed by the arrest of many 
professors and prominent men.—all 
these culminated in such mass demon¬ 
strations, rioting and strikes, that the 
German military commander. General 
Christiansen, imposed a "state of siege ’ 
and very heavy fines on 26 Febru¬ 
ary 1941. 

In spite of the mass trial at the Hague 
in April 1941, which resulted in long 
terms of imprisonment for many and the 
execution of some, sabotage is steadily 
on the increase, and. utilizing their inti¬ 
mate knowledge of their neighbours' 
psychology with its well-known inferior¬ 
ity complex, the Dutch apply their most 
cllcctive opposition ui countless galling 
pinpricks which exasperate and con¬ 
found the "Herrenvolk" more effec¬ 
tively than any battle. 

The German press complains bitterly 
that the Dutch people are "remaining 
stubbornly hostile, that they are "be¬ 
ing activated by one hope—explicable 


solely by the one word—England . only 
when London has capitulated will they 
understand their own capitulation." 

Meanwhile the Free Dutch Govern¬ 
ment in I>ondon continues its adminis¬ 
tration of the extensive Empire overseas. 
On the retirement of Jonkheer D.J. de 
Geer as Premier, he was succeeded by 
Professor P. S. Gerbrandy. 

Mr. M. P. Steenberghe, Minister of 
Economic Affairs, has been accumula¬ 
ting large stores of food, clothes and 
other necessities in England, ready for 
despatch to the stricken country when 
tbs hour shall strike. 

All Nctherlanders everywhere were 
called upon to contribute to a voluntary 
income tax. now made compulsory, 93 
per cent of which will be spent in 
strengthening the defences of the Nether¬ 
lands East Indies. 

Nearly 30 vessels are serving with the 
British, including a cruiser, several 
destroyers and submarine*, and a large 
contingent of the Dutch Mercantile 
Marine—all animated bv the spirit and 
the seamanship of de Ruyter and van 
Tramp. 

Dutch people in more than 40 coun¬ 
tries have contributed an average of 
£130,000 per month to a General War 
Weapons Fund which so far has provid¬ 
ed 32 bombers. 83 fighters, and 3 night- 
fighters. 

Owing to the heavy R.A.F. bombard¬ 
ments on Hamburg and Bremen the 
Germans are transferring most of their 
shipping to Rotterdam. But as equally 
heavy R.A.F. attacks will inevitably 
follow them there, the Dutch Govern¬ 
ment have warned the population to 
evacuate the town. 

In September 1941 the Germans con¬ 
fiscated the whole of the Queen's royal 
properties in Holland. 

There is a constant stream of volun¬ 
teers to the Dutch Armed Forces. 
Farmers, seamen, diplomats and office 
clerks who have managed to escape 
from Holland are training in England 
and in Canada 

In Holland there is emerging a 
strong current favouring a new orien¬ 
tation towards unity and away from the 
many-party system. 
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The motto Of the province of Zeeland 
has become the motto for the whole of 
the country, "Luctor et emergo ’—I 
struggle and free myself—and in the 
meantime the Kingdom of the Greater 
Netherlands, which officially includes 
the Hast as well as the West Indies, is 
preparing itself for the highly important 
role which it will be called upon to play 
after the war because of its vast eco¬ 
nomic resources no less than the splendid 
statesmanship which so many of its sons 
have displayed. "When that time 
comes, the world -may count on the 
Netherlands to give of its very best 
help.*' 

Theosophy in the Netherlands : 

Two of our prominent Dutch members 
have been in London, giving much lielp 
to that centre which has become the 
headquarters of occupied Europe At 
the time of going to press they were on 
their way to Adyar, to attend the Inter¬ 
national Convention in December 1941. 

During the early part of 1941 Theos- 
ophists in Holland seem to have suf¬ 
fered little interference with their acti¬ 
vities, but suppression increased later 
and the Headquarters in Amsterdam 
with its contents, was demolished 
News of what is happening is difficult 
to get 

NORWAY 

The story of Norway in 1941 is similar 
to that of all the other freedom-loving 
countries groaning under Nazi domina¬ 
tion. Although the people are out¬ 
wardly calm, most bitter unrest is smoul¬ 
dering under the surface. Jails are 
congested with (latnotii who have dared 
to express resentment at Nasi rule; 
acts of sabotage are increasing daily; 
concentration camps are full to over¬ 
flowing , more and more special camps 
for "political criminals' are being 
arranged . and everywhere the people 
exercise an infuriating but silent and 
passive opposition, Ninety-nine per cent 
of the people are solidly behind their 
King and Government in exile, and 
hostility against the Quisling Govern¬ 
ment has been so severe that fear has 


made many of its members virtual 
prisoners in their houses 

The food situation is serious, so seri¬ 
ous that Norway is faced with famine, 
especially in the North where an Arctic 
winter adds to the rigours to be endured. 
Before the Nazi invasion the Norwegian 
Government, in view of possible difficult 
times ahead laid in stocks of grain, fish, 
and other essential commodities, suffi¬ 
cient to last two years. But all these 
food supplies and raw materials were 
confiscated by the Nazis As Nor¬ 
way's foreign trade is at a standstill, 
her internal communications entirely 
disrupted, her industries stagnant, and 
her sea transport virtually ended, 
she faces a moat serious situation. Yet 
in addition to her own population she 
is made to feed more than 230,000 
Germans, while lack of fodder has led 
to the mass slighter of the greater 
part of the livestock. 

The appointment of a Statarad by 
Reichs-Cominisioner Terboven, on 23 
September 1940—every member belong 
mg to the Norwegian Nazi l*arty.—is 
tantamount to the deposition of the 
King and of the Norwegian Constitu¬ 
tion All portraits of the King and of 
the Royal Family were destroyed, and 
the property of those supporting the 
Government in London seized and 
confiscated. 

The increasing heaviness of the 
RA. F. raids on tier man ports and 
industrial centres led to the summary 
evacuation of many Norwegians from 
the West of Norway so that German 
families seeking refuge from R. A. F. 
bombs might occupy their homes. 

The Germans have constructed many 
new aerodromes, opened s new 600- 
mile military road connecting TromsA 
with Kirkenos, and they are opening up 
some 53 new rich ore and metal deposits. 

The Norwegian Mercantile Marine is 
playing a major pari in every phase of 
the struggle to keep open the Allied sea 
lanes, contributing some 900 ships and 
25,000 seamen The fastest and most 
modern tanker fleet brings nearly half 
of Britain'a total supplies of oil and 
petroleum ; a new modern Norwegian 
Air Force is being built up and trained 
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on English and Canadian soil . a Royal 
Norwegian Navy of 30 vessels under 
the command ol Admiral H.C. Dieses 
is taking part in actions, patrols, and 
convoy duties . thousands of Norwegian 
troops are in training in Scotland, 
joined daily by a steady stream from the 
heavily guarded frontiers of Norway 
itself, and from all distant parts of the 
world, whence volunteers come in 
selfless devotion to their country and a 
great cause. Norwegians the world over 
are welded in one common aim the 
destruction of Nazism The bi-weekly 
newspaper Norsk Tidcnd which pub¬ 
lished its first issue in l.ondon on 10 
September 1940. is now the only Nor¬ 
wegian |>aper to supply them with 
authentic news. 


Many Norwegians took part in the 
spectacular l-ofoten and Oeksfjord raids 
earlier in the year, which showed con¬ 
clusively that when the day comes 
“considerable forces of patriots will 
spring up behind the German lines." 
Spitsbergen, too, in the far Arctic is 
playing a vital part in the tense drama 
of freedom Having had Norwegian 
sovereignty conferred upon it in 1919, 
and ratified in 1923, it has sprung into 
the limelight as a keypoint in the new 
supply route to Russia. Early in Sep¬ 
tember 1941 it was occupied by an 
Allied Force, chiefly consisting of Cana¬ 
dian troops 

“We take again the resolution to 
devote every ounce of our energy to 
the struggle for a democratic victory 
and a better world." said Norway's 
I Tenner. Johan Nygaardsvold. in Lon¬ 
don on 10 June, the first anniversary of 
the Naxi invasion, “With unyielding 
courage the people at home arc bearing 
up against tbeir oppressors." "The peo¬ 
ple realise." he had said earlier in the 
year, "that Norway's battle is being 
waged in other lands and on other seas, 
and that every bomb is a blow for Nor¬ 
way's liberation ... In London today 
.. we are laying the basis of that close 
political co-operation which will help 
free men all over the world to rebuild a 
world in which there will be political 
and economic security alike for small 
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and great Powers. The faith in the 
victory of our cause remains unshaken." 

POLAND 

All countries under Nasi control tiave 
suffered indignity and hurt, but none so 
continuously, so deeply as Poland. The 
situation there is tragic beyond words. 
Hitler's order “to exterminate as great 
a part of the population as possible" is 
being earned out to the letter, day by 
day, night by night, month after month 
with the most diabolical, inhuman. 
Nasi ruthlessness, which boasts of the 
terror it spreads abroad 
All culture and education are pro¬ 
hibited to the Polea. who in their own 
country have to wear a yellow badge to 
brand them with the crime of having 
been born a Pole and to "protect" the 
“Iferrenvolk" from their "contamina¬ 
tion With incredible rapidity every¬ 
thing Polish is being effaced, all Polish 
legislation replaced by German law, 
and the Polish language only spoken in 
the strictest privacy of the home 
The only Polish school at present 
existing is the Polish School of Medi¬ 
cine established at Edinburgh Univer¬ 
sity 17 January 1941, and staffed by 
professors and true tiers serving with the 
I'olish Army in Uritain 
German figures tell of some 800,000 
Poles doing forced labour in the Reich, 
of the settling of some 400.000 German 
farmers and their families from the 
Baltic States and Bessarabia on ITilish 
confiscated land. The Church is zeal¬ 
ously persecuted and great numbers of 
priests and monks and nuns have lieen 
shot, tortured, imprisoned and expelled. 

Importation is done in cattle wagons 
or open coaJ and limber tracks in the 
bitterest weather, with no food or warm 
clothing, so that the sick and the aged, 
and thousands of women and children 
have been frozen to death. Famine in 
the whole of Poland is acute; typhoid 
and typhus arc spreading. 

Hospital staffs have been replaced by 
Nasi attendants without proper ciualifi- 
cauons and animated only by ill-feeling 
for the Polea Even a German doctor 
has admitted that incredible numbers of 
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Poles ore dying in tbe hospital*. In the 
maternity homes very few habies arc 
bom alive, and the mortality among 
infants and children is terrifying. Many 
suffer from tuberculosis. The whole 
population is systematically being sub¬ 
jected to a process of sterilization. 
Mental patients are shot. 

For any fancied or real offence 
against a German, hundreds of chance 
passers-by are immediately executed, 
including women and children 

For those who have not yet been 
subjected to the tenor of the concentra¬ 
tion camp and the Gestapo a deliberate 
and systematic policy of pornography 
is being administered in order to under¬ 
mine and pervert the morals of the sur¬ 
vivors. 

The establishment of vodka factories 
in Warsaw and l.ublin, the products of 
which no German is allowed to touch, 
has the express purpose of doping the 
starved Polish population. 

When on 3 May 1941, on the 130th 
anniversary of the adoption of the Con¬ 
stitution by the Polish Parliament in 
1791, Mr. Churchill broadcast : "The 
atrocities committed by Hitler upon 
the Poles . . . exceed in severity and 
scale the violence perpetrated by Hitler 
in any other conquered lud," lie spoke 
nothing but the truth. All over the 
world except in tortured Poland itself, 
this day was celebrated bv the Pole* and 
especially in London w here the (Polish 
Government now resides. 

Yet even now has the spirit of this 
heroic people not broken under the 
strain of incredible suffering. Thousands 
of Poles prefer to face a firing squad 
rather than co-operate with the Germans 
in the slightest action, and only lately 
Professor Stanislav* Kstmcher died in a 
concentration camp for refusing the 
Presidency of a Polish Protectorate 
under Hitler 

The whole people arc planning against 
the "new times which will come." 
There is a steady stream of refugees 
reaching England after the most daring 
and amazing escapes Animated by an 
unquenchable thirst for retribution they 
make the most dashing and indefatigable 
soldiers. On land, in tbe air and on 


sea these Poles have distinguished 
themselves in Norway, in the defence 
of Britain, where they have brought 
down several hundreds of German 
machines, and in Egypt and North 
Africa. Tbe I’olish Navy under Y'ice- 
Admirable Swirski has a dozen vessels 
fighting with the British, which always 
show the offensive spirit Exon in 
Poland itself the never-ceasing guerrilla 
warfare immobilizes strong (.erman 
forces and as late as March 1941 the 
Germans had to admit the use of mech¬ 
anized units there 

The German invasion of Hussia, 
which brought the Soviet Union in on 
the side of the Allies, made possible an 
histone understanding between the ltoles 
and the Russians which foreshadows 
other successes in the formation of a 
vast coalition. The Soviet-Polish Agree¬ 
ment, signed in lumdon on 30 July, and 
in Moscow on 13 August 1941. provided 
in detail for the formation of a Polish 
Army in Soviet Russia, and the eager¬ 
ness with which the Itoles flocked to join 
it again indicated their universal hatred 
of the Nazis. The same agreement pro¬ 
vided for an immediate amnesty for all 
Pblish citizens detained in the U.S.S.R . 
and recognized that tbe Soviet-tier- 
man treaty of 1939 as to territorial 
changes in Poland had lost its validity. 

When in April 1941 General Sikorski 
went to Canada to establish training 
camps for Polish pilots he addressed 
large public meetings at which be urged 
the formation of a Confederation of 
Slavonic States from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea in post-war Europe, one step 
towards which had already been taken 
by the Joint Pblish-Crerhoslovakian 
declaration of II November 1940. 
affirming their intention of close collab¬ 
oration after the war 

Thus even in the darkest hour is the 
genius of Inland still constructive, plan¬ 
ning for a future l*oland eager to co- 
«>|ierate. and in which all citizens will 
have equal rights, irrespective of nation¬ 
ality. race or creed. 

And in that day of Victory, "in the 
morning of* hope and freedom," as Mr. 
Churchill said, "all that'is noble and 
fearless in the new world as well as in 
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the old, will salute the rise of Poland to 
be a Nation once again." 

Then will the heart of that great pa¬ 
triot and artist. Ignace Paderewski, who 
died in exile in New York in 29 June 
1941, return once more to the country 
he so dearly loved, to find its final rest¬ 
ing place in Warsaw Cathedral, the 
heart of Poland, from thence forever, 
according to ancient Polish tradition, to 
inspire his compatriots with the fire of 
his courage and the world-civilizing in¬ 
fluence of his Art. 

Writes Slonimski Antoni, the Polish 
poet 

Lo 1 hear a voice from the ruins 
calling: 

"You are my soldier—Fight I” 

1 see a vision—the “sleeping Knights” 
In full armour, with great swords and 
shields. 

1 understand—they are my forefathers. 
Knights of the ancient days of Polish 
victories 

I hear their command : 

"You must fight, you are our rightful 
heir.” 

Reverently I bow Despair has vanish¬ 
ed for ever 

A mighty Will is born, like steel from 
their swords 
I am ready. 

O Mother Divine, this is Thy soldier's 
vow : 

(You, Friendly Allies, listen.) 

"I shall fight till the battle is woo. 

I shall ncri6ce my life, my all to the 
Cause, 

lake my ancestors. Blest me, Oucen of 
Poland ' ’ 

I see that our victory 
Is the victory of the world 
I know Light is all-powerful. 

Its glory and might are endless. 

It must overcome darkness and evil 
Hail» Light op Victo«t I 

Theosophy in Poland : While Po¬ 
land remains off the map in one very 
literal sense, its Theosophical Section 
lives and works in the persons of Polish 
exiles, who retain their freedom It 
was represented at the Kuropaan Con¬ 
gress held at Cardiff in June 1941. 


PORTUGAL 

As in olden days all roads led to 
Kome, so in these days of almost uni¬ 
versal belligerency most travellers find 
that their wav leads through Lisbon at 
some stage of their Journeying, for Por¬ 
tugal is one of the few remaining coun¬ 
tries of Europe which still retains its 
neutrality and in freedom boards the 
broad stretches of the Atlantic opposite 
America 

All the same, in l*ortugal too. special 
attention has had to be given to defence. 
In May 1941 some 30.000 troops were 
sent to guard the Spanish frontier, and 
the defence of the colonies overseas, the 
A sores, Angola. Mozambique, and Por¬ 
tuguese Guinea was brought to full 
strength. 

In August 1940 the Cabinet was re¬ 
organised by the IVemier, Dr. Salazar, 
who relinquished the portfolio of 
Finance to Dr. J. P. Cost* l^eite, for¬ 
merly Minister of Commerce, and amal 
gamated the Ministries of Trade and 
Agriculture into a new Ministry of 
National Economy under Dr Rafael 
Deque 

In October 1941 a military mission 
visited Germany, and Japan was given 
a concession for the establishing of an 
air line from Tokio to Portuguese Timor 
The Dutch East Indies, Australia, the 
British at Singapore and interested 
Powers in the South l*actfic are closely 
watching for developments as the result 
of this con c es s ion. 

Theosophy in Portugal : Madame 
I>eftvre, the General Secretary, reported 
at the end of 1940 that work was going 
on steadfastly under difficulties, mainly 
financial Their special activity is 
friendly help to the numerous refugees, 
to whom Portugal is still a haven 

RUMANIA 

Revolt, natural disaster, privation, 
and war have been the mam features 
of Rumania's unhappy story this last 
year Rumania's voluntary submission 
to Nazi domination has cost her pre¬ 
dominantly agricultural peace-loving 
population dear. 
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After the abdication of King Carol II 
on 6 September 1040. a new Cabinet 
was formed on 15 September, with 
General Antonescu as leader of the 
State. IYemicr and Minister of Defence, 
and with M. Horen Sima. Iron Guard 
leader, as Deputy-Premier. A Govern¬ 
ment ordinance made the Iron Guard 
the sole legal political party, until in 
November the formation of a German 
Rumanian National Socialist Party 
shared this honour, and gave the Nazi 
Flag equal status with the Rumanian. 

Following an Agreement between the 
German and Rumanian Governments, 
on 7 October 1940, for the * reorganiz¬ 
ing of the Rumanian army," several 
train load* of German military mechaniz¬ 
ed and air units arrived to occupy the oil¬ 
fields and strategic points. This orig¬ 
inal contingent was sedulously built up 
until in March 1941 it was estimated 
that a force of some 300.000 Germans 
was in occupation in Rumania, with 
large supplies of munitions, fuel and oil. 
A further 10-year Agreement for the 
"economic reconstruction" of Rumania 
by Ciermany, signed on 4 December 
1940 in ltucharrst, proved that the Ru¬ 
manian Government had become entire¬ 
ly dependent on the Reich. 

Constantly the Axis ties were drawn 
closer, on 14 November General An- 
tonescu visited Mussolini in Rome, and 
on the 23rd of that month, in ftcrhn, 
signed the Protocol signifying Rumania's 
adherence to the Asia Pact. 

The immediate result was mass assassi¬ 
nations by the Iron Guard cstremists 
of prominent Rumanians. Among these 
were ex-Premier Argesianu and the 
historian, patriot and democrat. Pro¬ 
fessor Nicholas Jorga. who for 50 years 
had been an outstanding personality in 
Rumanian life. Although some 2,000 
people fell victim to this terrorism. 
Government took no action against the 
Iron Guard, but in l.ondon almost the 
whole of the Rumanian Legation staff 
resigned in protest on 29 November 1940. 

General Anton esc u being called to 
Germany for a secret meeting with von 
Ribbentrop on 16 January 1941. M 
Horea Sima ami dissident Iron Guard- 
ists attempted a couf> d itdt. Rebellion 


and serious fighting broke out 20-25 
January, thousands of Jews were killed 
in pogroms, but eventually General 
Antonescu with the help of the Germans 
and the Army regained control, and a 
new Cabinet on 29 January announced 
its intention of marching "without 
hesitation on the side of the great 
Fuhrerand Duce." 

When (Germany invaded Russia the 
Rumanian Government supported the 
Fuhrer, even though the Rumanian 
peasantry had strong leanings in favour 
of Ruvua. Enormous casualties were 
suffered in the fighting and soon all 
public and private institutions were 
filled with tens of thousands of sick and 
wounded. 

The Russians bombed Con stanza and 
Iloosti nearly out of existence, and 
the first serious outbreak of epidemic 
disease in Europe, cholera and typhus, 
appeared 

A growing anti-war campaign wa* be¬ 
ing conducted bv the leaders of the Na¬ 
tional lYasant i’arty and the National 
Liberal i'arty, MM Manm and Rratianu, 
but the Array pushed on. overcoming 
all obstacles, and on 22 September 1941 
took Ovidiopolis. near the mouth of the 
Dniester, which marks the old frontier 
between Rumania and Russia. A month 
later, on 19 October. Odessa was incor¬ 
porated as capital in the new Rumanian 
province Transnicstria 

Resides liaving to wrestle with all the 
political convulsions of the year Rumania 
was also visited by a violent earthquake, 
on 9-10 November 1941, which wrought 
great rain in llucharest and laid low 
Giurgiu and Campina, important oil 
towns Communications throughout Ru¬ 
mania were entirely dislocated and the 
Germans applied severe censorship to 
new* sent out of the country. 

The food situation in Rumania has 
been acute ever since the Germans came 
into power. 4,000 tons of food a month 
being sent away to Germany, irrespec¬ 
tive of the needs of the Rumanians. 

But though Rumania is in bondage, 
there still are Free Rumanians, and 
these are co-operating under the leader¬ 
ship of M Victor Cornea, formerly head 
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of the Youth Organisation of the Nation¬ 
al Peasant Party, but now in England. 
The Committee has linked up with the 
opposition forces in Rumania and with 
the 400.000 Rumanian* in the United 
Slates of America, aiming at the over¬ 
throw of Nazism, the restoration of a 
constitutional monarchy, and collabora¬ 
tion with the other Balkan States. 

Neither does the Orthodox Church 
approve of the present policy in Ru¬ 
mania. In bis Easter 1'astoral the Arch¬ 
bishop of Albajulia and Sibtu coura¬ 
geously called (or liberty and unity, 
saying. "A people enslaved by another is 
no longer master of its time and labour 
and lanh and thoughts. Its spirit is no 
longer capable of flowering with all the 
attributes and virtues sown by the Al¬ 
mighty ... Let us keep love and 
liberty alive in our Rumanian breast. All 
the Nation's sons must clasp hands for 
testifying together that the Nation's 
liberty is a common good as indispen¬ 
sable as breathed-in air." 

RUSSIA 

(UNION OF SOCIALIST 
SOVIET REPUBLICS) 

The non-belligerent attitude of Russia 
in the World War. which she had main¬ 
tained ever since the signing of the 
Non-Aggression Pact with Germany in 
August 193V, came to an abrupt end 
when Nau tier many on 22 June 1941. 
without warning or declaration of war. 
attacked the Soviet from the Baltic to 
the Black See, two hours before her 
Ambassador at Moscow presented his 
Note. Since then war total, stark, terri¬ 
ble -has raged along a 1700-mile front 
and the lives and happiness of another 
hundred millions of human beings have 
been jeopardized by Nazi rapacity. 

Before the German invasion, Russia’s 
obscure and tentative policy had made 
her the "dark horse’ ’ of Europe With¬ 
in her own borders, however, there was 
incessant and concentrated preparation 
for any emergency which might develop 
out of the precarious condition in 
Europe and the East. 


I*roduction was speeded up in all 
departments, and stringent laws for 
workers were enforced. The working 
week was lengthened, idleness became 
punishable by imprisonment; techni¬ 
cians. skilled and "white collar" work¬ 
ers could be transferred to any point of 
the Soviet Union. some 1,000,000 
youths between the ages of 14 and 17 
were called up in October 1940 (or 
technical training in order to be assign¬ 
ed to four years' work on Slate pro¬ 
jects . strict economy m the use of oil 
and petrol was ordered both for civilian 
and military purposes, on grounds of 
public interest, and in January 1941 the 
Air Force Service term was extended 
from three to four years. 

The Kith Conference of the Com¬ 
munist Party held at the Kremlin. 
16-J4 February 1941, was largely devot¬ 
ed to Soviet economy. A 15-year 
Economic Han was adopted with the 
special end in view of outstripping the 
leading capitalist States in the produc¬ 
tion of pig iron, steel, fuel, electric 
power, machinery, etc. 

A new port in the process of building 
on the White Sea. near Kern on the 
Murmansk railway, and the further 
development of Murmansk as Russia's 
most important harbour, intimated a 
policy which strove to keep open a free 
direct route to the Atlantic 

Germany's moves in the Balkans 
brought about a Pact of Friendship and 
Non-Aggression with Yugoslavia which 
was signed on 6 April 1941, and the 
growing tension between Germany and 
Russia was hinted at in General Timo¬ 
shenko's Order of the I>ay on May 
Day. when he urged the necessity for 
complete preparedness against any "sur¬ 
prises. " The increasingly serious posi¬ 
tion of Russia was further emphasized 
by the fact that Stalin himself on 7 May 
took over the Hemiership from M 
Molotov and became the Chairman of 
the Council of Peoples' Commissars. 

On 22 June the tension snapped, and 
Russia in Europe (which alone is larger 
than the whole of Australia), and the 
whole of her vast Asiatic possession*, 
constituting two-thirds of the entire 
Union, became involved in a total war, 
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waged with magnificent and heroic 
sacrifice by its millions and with the 
uttermost ruthlessness by the invader. 

Immediately the British Common¬ 
wealth promised all possible aid and the 
same was done by President Roosevelt, 
who on 25 June “unfroze" the 
5100.000.000 Russian assets in the Unit¬ 
ed States. A Mutual Assistance I’act with 
Russia was signed on 12 July 1941 (or 
concerted joint action against Germany. 
Sir Stafford Cripps representing Britain, 
The Three-I\>wer Conference in Mos¬ 
cow, 29 September 1941. further con¬ 
solidated the plans for all-out assistance 
offered by Britain and the United States. 
Lord Ueaverbrook leading the British 
mission and Mr. Averell Harriman that 
from the United States in the historic 
conference with Stalin, 

Since then with speeded-up produc¬ 
tion in Britain and a Tank* for Rus¬ 
sia Week, a substantial part of the 
British output has been devoted to 
Russian aid. A complete British Wing 
of the R. A. F. is fighting with the 
Russians on Russian toil, while in 
Iran British and Russian forces together 
are safeguarding the Southern Russian 
frontier. A steady stream of supplies 
from the Eastern Supply Group is alto 
reaching Russia through Iran Arctic 
porta are being kept open for direct sup¬ 
plies from the United States 

In Russia itself the whole nation has 
arisen as one man in defence of its sacred 
soil. It was said in the 18th century of 
the Russian soldier that “he cannot be 
defeated, he must be killed." That same 
spirit animates him now. and German 
commentators complain that “Soviet 
soldiers create unexpected precedents 
by both attacking and defending at the 
same time," and that “they allow them¬ 
selves to be mown down and die at their 
posts." Equally dedicated is the entire 
population. The old weapon of peasant 
sacrifice, the “scorched earth policy," 
ba* been implemented wherever the 
inv ader has broken through writh such 
complete thoroughness that no live or 
usable thing is left intact for the enemy. 

Facts with the Government* of l’oland 
and Czechoslovakia have brought many 


Poles and Czechoslovaks under their 
own commanders into the field. 

The attack on the immense front de¬ 
veloped along four main lines of thrust- 
through the Baltic States towards Lenin¬ 
grad i through Central I’d land towards 
Moscow . through South Poland towards 
Lwow and Kiev, and through Bessara¬ 
bia towards Odessa In spite of the 
most desperate and heroic resistance the 
Black Sea port of Nikolayev was cap 
tured in August: Kiev (ell in September, 
and the Crimea was overrun by the 
Nazis. Kerch falling in November, 
though Sebastopol still holds out Odessa 
after an heroic siege was added to 
Rumania in October . but all these towns 
were subjected to the 'scorched earth 
policy'' first and fell into enemy hands 
as nothing but empty shells 

Every gam of territory is made eco¬ 
nomically useless to the enemy, and 
when withdrawal east of the Dnieper 
became inevitable that groat masterpiece 
of Russian engineering, the Dnieper 
Dam—the part fulfilment of linin'* 
dream for the electrification of the 
whole of Russia, capable of generating 
558.000 kw. in the power-station —was 
destroyed. 

l.enmgrad has for weeks been almost 
encircled, but still holds out and still 
drives the invader from its gates 
In Moscow too a state of siege has been 
declared. October 20, snd the Govern¬ 
ment has removed to Kuibemhev, but 
“no losses will weaken our determi¬ 
nation to annihilate the enemy . . . 

the Soviet people believe in Victory." 

So far the many successive Nazi 
drives again a Moscow have been un- 
succeeaful and have cost the Germans 
millions of casualties and heavy loss of 
equipment 

In the North the Finns have become 
the henchmen of the Nazis and have 
regained the territory they ceded a year 
ago They lead the attack in the 
Murmansk sector. At the beginning of 
the campaign the Soviet had many 
submarines m the Baltic Sea. but these 
were soon evacuated through the Stalin 
Canal, from Kronstadt to the open sea. 
there to co-operate with the Russian 
Arctic Fleet. 
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In mid-December a turning of the 
tide has taken place. A masterly 
counter-offensive brought Rostov back 
into Russian hands and the (Germans 
are being pushed back along practically 
the whole of the front. Hundreds of 
villages and towns are being recap* 
tured and the situation around Moscow 
is much easier. 

The dnyily menace of the German 
attack is again revealing the essentially 
religious outlook of the Russian and the 
passionate Slav love of country. The 
spiritual call of the Church, purified by 
the challenge of the Bolshevik years, is 
reasserting itself, and people in thousands 
have thronged the churches and cathe¬ 
drals to pray for Holy Mother Russia— 
an attitude once more recognised by the 
Soviet Government as representing an 
indestructible urge of the human soul. 

Although the Ion of the Ukraine 
must be a severe blow to the Soviet, 
meaning the Ion of an extensive granary 
and of about half of Russia's heavy 
industries, yet it will not entirely deprive 
the Soviet Union of her manufacturing 
centres. For some vears past there has 
been a steady shifting of centres of 
industry to the Ural Mountains, around 
the iron ore deposits at Magnitogorsk 
and to the Kusnouk basin in Western 
Siberia, where these are well out of the 
way of immediate attack either from 
West or East. Extensive irrigation 
schemes have been carried out in these 
industrial centres in a climate favouring 
a wide variety of agricultural production 
so that they might be independent of 
Western Russia. 

The Russian genius has always been 
quick to learn and has proved itself very 
inventive in all fields of industry, science 
and art, never following slavishly, but 
both producing and applying novel and 
advanced ideas in all its researches. 
From Russian plant-breeders comes a 
steady stream of often startling results 
of scientific investigation, while Russian 
engineers pioneered the carrying of 
troops ami tanks by aeroplane and the 
training of parachute troops. 

Outstanding work in the field of 
music, painting, sculpture, architecture, 
drama, cinematography and literature was 


acknowledged by the award of several 
Stalin Frizes on 1 April 1941. 

A Pan-Slavic Congress attended by 
Russians. 1‘oles. Czechs. Serbs. Croats. 
Slovenes. Montenegrins and Macedoni¬ 
ans was held in Moscow at the beginning 
of August, representing 300.000.000 
Slava, and practical steps were planned 
to put into effect an active and unified 
policy by all Slav nations. 

Not only in the West is Russia 
threatened Her wide-flung territories 
bordering the Pacific Ocean are near 
neighbour to the other Axis partner, 
Japan, and since the German invasion 
300,000 Japanese troops have been con¬ 
centrated on the borders of Manchuria 
by gradual reinforcement 

Three well-equipped Rusauui armies 
in Siberia, totalling 1.000.000 men. are 
based on Vladivoatok, the Amor River 
and Transhakailia. 

Whatever comes, the Sov iet is ready 
for unlimited sacrifice. Tbe temporary 
victories which Hitler is gaining, but 
which by their terrible cost are losing 
him the war, are but spurring the peo¬ 
ple to unexampled endeavour. "Tho 
danger," says the Red Star, "demands 
that we summon blood. We have suffi¬ 
cient strength. What is needed is ab¬ 
solute endurance and that breath of 
heroism by which our nation defeated all 
deadly enemies throughout its long his¬ 
tory." This heroism the nation is abun¬ 
dantly showing today, invincible earnest 
of Victory to come. 

Theoeophy in Russia Outside 
Russia ; Dr Anna Kamensky con¬ 
tinues her work of keeping the bond un¬ 
broken between Russian Theosophists 
in various places of exile. The Section 
works mainly in Geneva, but Boston 
also is a centre, and Belgrade was until 
the Naxi domination in Yugoslavia. Dr. 
Solovsky, a devoted worker for many 
yean, was killed by a bomb in Belgrade 
in April, while fearlessly going on her 
hospital duties through stricken streets 

SPAIN 

Although Spain has so far remained 
a non-belligerent, she cannot yet be said 
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to have found real peace after her terri¬ 
ble ordeal of Civil War. In spite of 
ae\ era! partial amnesties for political pris¬ 
oners, some 700,000 are still languish¬ 
ing in prisons, with a high mortality 
rate. So much damage was done to 
her agricultural economy in the ell'll 
War and by the war situation, that the 
food problem has assumed menacing 
dimensions and the whole of Spain is 
on the verge of starvation. 

Both the United States and Great 
Britain have done much to relieve 
the situation. Loans of more than 
£ 6,500,000 were granted by Britain, 
and generous navicerts have ensured 
that the blockade should allow Spam 
sufficient imports for domestic consump¬ 
tion. Nevertheless epidemics of typhus 
and typhoid arc on the increase. 

General Franco realizes the immensc 
importance of ecomomic reconstruction 
in Spam, and in spite of constantly 
increasing pressuic from Getmany is 
unwilling to embark on foreign adven¬ 
ture*. Important changes in the High 
Command of the Army in May 1941 
were designed to strengthen his position 
against the Falangists, led by Senor Ser¬ 
rano Suner. General Franco s brother- 
in-law, who. after a protracted visit 
to Merlin and Kome in the autumn of 
1940, returned more pro-Axis than ever, 
and was appointed Foreign Minister in 
October 1940. 

Early in 1941 Gorman “social service 
units'' began to enter Spain under the 
pretext of helping to relieve poverty and 
sickness near the Atlantic Coast By 
the liberal distribution of food and 
medical aid. commandeered from 
F'rance, these gained a hold upon the 
population and by constant reinforce¬ 
ment soon obtained a strong influence 
over the whole of Spain, where the 
Mimstrv of the Interior is now practi¬ 
cally a branch of the hated Gestapo. 

The International Zone at Tangier* 
has progressively come under Spanish 
control by measures which in December 
1940 relieved the International officials 
of their duties, and in May 1941 took 
over the control of Customs. German 
officials have practically taken control 
of the tow n » 


In February 1941 the financial situa¬ 
tion w-as made more difficult by a huge 
fire which destroyed two-thirds of 
the seaport of Santander. Neither has 
the presentation of Italy's bill for 
9275,000,000, for services rendered in 
the Civil War, lightened the burden 
under which the people are already 
staggering. 

Meanwhile Spanish Youth henceforth 
is being trained in a Youth Front, 
formed in March 1941 on the Hitler 
Youth pattern. It embraces all ages 
from 7 to 18 and all University students, 
and is being conducted “in the Catholic, 
Spanish, and militant spirit." 

An interchange of German and Span¬ 
ish workers, chiefly technicians and 
specialists, was effected by the Agree¬ 
ment of II June. 

When the Germans invaded Russia 
pro-German demonstrations, anti-Rus- 
sian, anti-British and anti-Amencan in 
character, reflected the growing pro- 
Axis policy of Senor Suner. 

Un J July the Foreign Minister de¬ 
clared that the Falange were “taking up 
arms, togathrr with their German com¬ 
rades, in the European crusade against 
Asian barbarism. ' and that a force o( 
60.000 men were being sent to fight 
on the Russian Front. 

Yet the people of Spain are not pre¬ 
dominantly pro-German, they dread 
another war. and have no love for the 
arrogant German officer* and airmen. 

It is to be hoped that the urgent 
advice of tbetr blood-brothers overseas, 
in the Spanish speaking South American 
countries and in the United States, will 
prevail.—to stay out of the war 

SWEDEN 

In the year which marks the 400th 
anniversary of the printing of the first 
Bible in the Swedish language Sweden 
is still technically a neutral country. 
But the throttling effect of Nazi encircle¬ 
ment has made her practically a Nazi 
dependency. The German Consulate 
General in Stockholm is the centre of 
Nazi influence and its staff has been 
increased from 50 to more than 130 
The “German Labour Front' and ten 
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German "Association*,” thinly disguised 
as clubs, operate throughout the coun¬ 
try. German censorship curbs the liberty 
of the Swedish 1‘ress, it has suspended 
sixty publications, and has even secured 
jail sentences for those who attempted 
to defy the foreign instructions. 

Sweden was the last of the Scaodma- 
vian countries to introduce food ration¬ 
ing in September 1940. Food prices 
have now risen 30 per cent, and unem¬ 
ployment. formerly unknown.has risen to 
nearly 100,000, a high figure for Sweden. 

When the Germans extended the war 
to Russia. Mr. Hansson, the Swedish 
Premier, reiterated the Government's 
intention to maintain neutrality, though 
witli * 'a deviation from our traditional 
conception of neutrality,” as a "non¬ 
recurring concession, definitely re¬ 
stricted. ' and allowing the passage of 
German troops and arms across Sweden 
from Norway to Finland. 

What is regarded as the most scientific 
programme in Europe for accelerating 
the population growth has been accept¬ 
ed under the inspiration of the Swedish 
demographer, Professor Gunnar Myr- 
dal. A number of economic induce¬ 
ments for large families are offered by 
transferring from the family to the 
State part of the cost of bearing and 
rearing children. This includes the 
provision of subsidised housing 

War conditions have obscured the 
freedom and independence of the cul¬ 
tured and democratic Swede, but when 
Righteousness and liberty once more 
reign, they will be enabled to unfold 
along thetr own lines the special gifts 
they bring to the moral treasure-chest 
of Europe. 

Thooaophy in Sweden: Though 
the Section is short of workers, much 
propaganda is being done through the 
Stockholm bookshop and the Section 
journal. "Finland is practically the 
only Section we are now in touch with,” 
writes Mise Eva Franrcn. General Sec 
retary at Stockholm. 

SWITZERLAND 

Completely encircled by totalitarian 
Slates and tbeir occupied territories this 


valiant democracy still holds out in ita 
neutrality. Its small but efficient army, 
its "perpendicular" territory, and ita 
two most important railway tunnels in 
Europe stand it in good stead in this 
connection. 

Like the rest of Europe, Switzerland 
is grimly feeling the pinch of the war. 
The whole of the population is subjected 
to stringent and widespread rationing 
of all kinds, food, clothes, fuel, electri¬ 
city. while repeated violation of Swiss 
territory by foreign planes enforces a 
general blackout at nights 

The aim of the Nazis to propagate 
their subversive activities led to wide¬ 
spread police investigations and to the 
ban of the Swiss National Movement 
and other Nazi organizations and their 
journals in October 1940. followed by 
the dissolution of all Communist organ¬ 
izations in November 

On 10 December 1940 Dr. Wetter 
was elected President for 1941 with 
Herr Ettcr as Vice-1 Resident. 

As war conditions made communi¬ 
cation with Geneva more and more 
difficult, the University of Princeton 
and the Rockefeller Institute invited 
the Secretariat of the league of Nations 
to transfer its activities and its archives 
to the United States of America, and the 
offer was gratefully accepted in August 
1940 

Theoaophv in Switzerland : Work 
has gone well under the energetic guid¬ 
ance of M Tripet, with his wife’s col¬ 
laboration . 

A very successful Annual Convention 
was held during Easter 1941 at I.ocarno 
Minusio. as a shallow Congress of the 
European Congress concurrently held 
at Cardiff. The note of Reconstruction 
was dominant, with Art and the practi¬ 
cal application of simple knowledge as 
sub-dominants. 

The Theosophical Order of Service 
re-elected Mademoiselle Roget as Chief 
Brother, and a propaganda lour was 
planned to recruit more members. A 
’’Fund for War Victims" was instituted 
which will be under the joint manage¬ 
ment of the Chief Brother of the Order 
of Sen ice and the General Secretary 
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Tho Section has specialized in Young 
Theosophists' and Artists Groups, work 
which is of great value to The Society. 

YUGOSLAVIA 

Betrayed by a Government unworthy 
of the independent spirit of her peoples, 
whose one preoccupation throughout 
long months of negotiations was the 
appeasement of Germany and Italy at 
any price, even of honour and independ- 
cnce, the Yugoslavs realized at last the 
nature of the abyss into which they were 
being led. and, in the words of Mr. Chur¬ 
chill : “with a universal spasm of revolt 
and national resurgence . . . they swept 
from power those who were leading them 
into a shameful tutelage, and resolved 
at the eleventh hour to guard their free¬ 
dom and their honour with their lives." 

With one accord both King and peo¬ 
ple arose to defend the principles of de¬ 
mocracy to which the whole frfe world 
is rallying They saved their soul and 
their future, but could not save their 
territory, which succumbed to the savage 
onslaught of the Nazis. 

The Serb-Croat urn Agreement of 1939 
had led to a great revival of Croatian 
national life. Ethnographic studies into 
the origins of Croatian culture were re¬ 
vived. In June 1840an Exhibition and a 
week's celebration of the Dramatic Art of 
the Croatian Theatre were held, and a 
Pilgrimage to the sacred Shrine of Man ju 
Bistncke included a vow on behalf of the 
Croatian nation. A group of young 
artists from Serbian Belgrade exhibited 
their works in Croatian Zagreb, and in 
October 1940 the Croatian Liturgical 
Congress held in Zagreb voiced the 
general demand for a popular missal in 
the Croatian language. The rich musi¬ 
cal folklore of the whole country was 
collected by a Doctor of Music. Dr. Josip 
Siroki, who published a large work on 
the subject in the French language. 

In October the pro-Axis Government 
introduced anti-Semitic measures, and 
concluded a trade agreement with Ger¬ 
many recognizing Berlin as the central 
clearing-house for all German-occupied 
countries. Their policy of neutrality 
was “directed at establishing friendly 


relations. . . . above all with Germany 
and Italy." 

This led to the resignation of many 
Government dissidents, among them 
the Defence Minister. Milan Neditch, 
who was succeeded by General 1'eshitch. 

On 12 December 1940 a Pact of Last¬ 
ing Peace and Eternal Friendship was 
signed between Hungary and Yugoslavia 
in Belgrade, the “eternal'' quality of 
which survived for just four months, 
until Hungary on 11 April joined her 
evil mentor in the despoliation of her 
“friend." 

In March 1941 a serious crisis devel¬ 
oped owing to the presentation by Ger¬ 
many of categorical demands that 
Yugoslavia should adhere to the Tripar¬ 
tite Pact. Strong opposition arose in 
the Cabinet and among all classes of 
the population. Three Cabinet Minis¬ 
ters and four generals resigned on 20 
March, and members of the Independ¬ 
ent Democratic Party and the Serbian 
Radical Party resigned from Govern¬ 
ment service wholesale, The intellec¬ 
tual leader of Yugoslavia. I*rofessor 
Yovanovitch, and the Serbian Orthodox 
Patriarch, Gravilo, strongly supported 
the opposition against any surrender to 
the Axis, and the former Premier, Dr. 
Milan Stoyadinovitch. was expelled and 
handed over to the British in Greece. 

However, the Yugoslav statesmen's 
visit to Vienna had only been postponed 
and not abandoned, and on 25 March 
the Premier and the Foreign Minuter 
signed their country 's adherence to the 
Tnpart ite Pact, being bribed, as was re¬ 
vealed later, with the promise by Ger¬ 
many of an outlet to the Aegean Sea, 
the territory of Macedonia, and the town 
and liar hour of Salonika 

The signing of the Pact caused the 
greatest consternation everywhere. At 
midnight, between 26-27 March, the 
mounting tide of revolt came to a head 
in a bloodless coup when 

General Dushan Siroovitch seized all 
important points in Belgrade, and the 
young monarch, within six months of 
his majority, at 2.30 a.m. assumed 
his kingly office as Peter 11, with the 
final injunction cf his royal father 
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ringing in his mind: "Guard Yugo¬ 
slavia f" 

Prince Paul and the two other Regents 
resigned and left (or Athens. An All- 
Party Government was (ormed by the 
I‘rime Minister. General Simovitch. and 
the Croat Leader. Dr. Matchck, re¬ 
affirmed Serbo-Croat unity as the first 
Vice-Prime Minister on 3 April. 

The coub constituted the severest 
diplomatic defeat yet suffered bv Hitler, 
and roused the nation to wild rejoicing 
and demonstrations of loyalty. "Our 
watchword is : Forward to Victory I" 
proclaimed King Peter, and the Patri¬ 
arch Gravilo broadcast on 27 March: 
"If we are to live, let us live in liberty. 
If it is time to die. let us die for freedom, 
as millions of our ancestors did before 
us." On 18 March the Patriarch, assist¬ 
ed by six Bishops, administered the 
oath to King Peter, after which King 
and Ministers attended a service of 
thanksgiving in Belgrade Cathedral. 

In the short lull before the storm burst 
everything possible was done to secure 
the utmost efficiency in the Army and 
the defences of the country. On the 
morning of 6 April 1941 German planes 
appeared above Belgrade (declared an 
open town), and disregarding all inter¬ 
national conventions, and without warn¬ 
ing. showered death and destruction 
on the inhabitants in ruthless fashion 
rivalled only in Rotterdam and Warsaw. 
Flying low the Germans launched a 
deluge of incendiary and high explosive 
bombs and the city was soon a mass of 
ruins It took weeks to extricate 13.000 
bodies from the wreckage, and. including 
the wounded, the casualties amounted 
to at least 60,000 people Among them 
was Dr. Kuloveti, leader of the Slovenes 
and member of the Government. 

The Royal Palace at Dedin je, a suburb 
of Belgrade, was completely demolished 
by 30 direct hits, but the Royal Family 
escaped unhurt. The King and the 
Government fled to Sarajevo, to Mon¬ 
tenegro. to Athens, to Jerusalem, before 
the Nazi hordes as they advanced rapid¬ 
ly through Yugoslavia and Greece. The 
Army and the Y. A. F. put up a magnifi¬ 
cent fight but were completely out¬ 
numbered. 

5 


On 10 April General Kvaternik broad¬ 
cast from German-occupied Zagreb the 
"freedom and independence of Croatia," 
and "Deutschland fiber AI les was re¬ 
layed to end the programme. Croatian 
Quislings had l«een well organized by the 
Axis, and within a week Yugoslavia was 
being reorganized under Gauleiters, and 
the Serbians had no say in the matter. 

Anton Pavehtch, notorious terrorist 
and ooe of the band who assassinated 
King Alexander in Marseilles, was ap¬ 
pointed Premier of Croatia, and in May 
went to Rome to seek a King for 
Croatia IVince Amadus Roberto of 
Savoia, Duke of Spoleto, was assigned 
the Crown, and on 14 June the Croat 
puppet ruler gave his adhesion to the 
Axis Pact in a ceremony at Venice. 

Hungary and Bulgaria fell m behind 
their patron. Germany. Hungary was 
given the Baranya triangle between the 
rivers Drava and Tisza; Bulgaria took 
Monastir. Prilep and Veles All vied 
with each other in the cold-blooded ex¬ 
termination of the Serb people. The 
Hungarians expelled at a moment's 
notice 80.000 Serbs from the territory 
they had annexed: the Bulgarians in 
wholesale manner executed priests and 
members of patriotic societies. 

By the end of October it was esti¬ 
mated that the Germans had executed 
130.000 people exclusive of war casual¬ 
ties ; and 33,000 workers from "Free 
Croatia" had been sent to tod in the 
Retch The capital of Croatia was 
transferred from Zagreb to Banjaluka ; 
Slovenia and Dalmatia were annexed 
as integral parts of Italy . food, timber, 
cattle and all raw materials are being 
shipped to Germany and Italy. 

The debacle was so quick that the aid 
immediately offered by Britain and the 
United States could not materialize 

King Peter and bis Government ar¬ 
rived safely in London on 21 June 1941. 

In the meantime the Yugoslav Army, 
though beaten hack, was not defeated. 
Some 60,000 men retreated into the 
difficult and mountainous regions of 
Bosnia. Herzegovina. Montenegro and 
Macedonia, and there, divided into 
groups of 100-600 men. armed with 
nfles, machinegunx and hand grenades. 
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they are carrying on relentless guerrilla 
warfare, aided by every inhabitant. 

The stirring call of General Simo- 
vitch on 13 April is proving true in 
every particular: '*Our people . . 
prefer an honourable death to the 
shame of capitulation. . . Mark my 
words. The Germans may rape this 
province but we shall remain united . . . 
We shall fight to the end ... for our 
freedom, for Balkan unity and for a 
Europe of free peoples ” 

There are well oxer a million Yugo¬ 
slav’s in the Americas, and National 
Defence Societies have been formed 
in both South and North America. 
Everywhere. Yugoslavians will follow 
the call of their imprisoned l*atriarch: 
"Rally round your King and watch 
over him ' The Church is with you ! " 
f Nowhere more than in the homeland, 
the people are living up to that old 
Serbian saying: 

“Fight for freedom like Archangels, 
and when it is won, live in it like 
saints." 

AFRICA 

EAST AFRICA 

This term comprises the three sister 
territories of Kenya, Tanganyika and 
Uganda, all of which have played a 
prominent part, with the help of South 
African troops, m the defeat of the Ilal 
ian Forces in Italian Somaliland. Eri¬ 
trea and Abyssinia 

As there were many Italian troops and 
the East African troops were a mere 
handful, the Italians soon penetrated 
into Kenya, but they went down before 
the South African reinforcements Euro¬ 
peans and Indians and native African re¬ 
cruits all came forward in large numbers 

The bitter political differences of 
peacetime conditions have been forgotten 
in a concerted war effort, and numbers 
of Indians and Europeans have taken up 
duties in various emergency organiza¬ 
tions, Indians preponderating in Kenya 
Colony. 

India still wields an important influ¬ 
ence in East Africa, and growing indus¬ 


trial links with India are continually 
being forged. Indians believe that 
through a common life the interests of 
all African communities will best be 
served. Indians demand that the High¬ 
lands of Kenya shall be thrown open to 
all races, and oppose any Federation and 
Closer Union. They favour constitu¬ 
tional evolution along the lines set out 
in the White Paper of 1930, in which all 
races. European, Indian and African, 
can take part. 

The enforced co-operation under war 
conditions has done much to bring the 
races together in a new comradeship. 

It is hoped that when peace conditions 
are developing the new industrial and 
agricultural organizations created in 
wartime, this co-operation will be 
equally expanded to secure happiness 
and prosperity for all the territories 

At present humanitarian movements 
such as the Scout Movement, the St. 
John's Ambulance Association, the Red 
Croas Society, and the Society for the 
lYevention of Cruelty to Animals draw 
their membership from all the races in¬ 
habiting the territory. 

Theoaophy in Kenya. Mombasa 
and Nairobi Lodge* continue active 
work, and extend a hearty welcome to 
Theosophtsts who call in on their ocean 
ways north or south. Mr. P. D Master 
reports a visit from Mr. Jmarajadasa on 
10 September 1940, voyaging from 
londnn to Sydney He lectured on 
"Theosophy and the Unification c*f 
Mankind." in a hall appropriately 
named the Hall of Hindu Union. 

EGYPT 

Egypt has acquired new importance 
as a vital keypoint of the Middle East. 
Here the growing strength of tlie British 
Army in the Middle East was built up. 
and reinforcements from Australia, New 
Zealand. India, South Africa, Rhodesia. 
Malta, the Free French and the Poles 
welder! into one formidable striking 
weapon under the command of Sir 
Archibald Wavell. Here too an inter¬ 
national body of volunteers, refugees 
from Czechoslovakia. Rumania. Austria, 
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l-mland, Yugoslavia, Greece. ha» filter¬ 
ed down from enemy-occupied countries 
to fight (or Liberty and Democracy. 

From here the campaign in the West¬ 
ern Desert began in December 1940 as 
soon as the possibility of an offensive 
opened out. The long dash to the Italian 
positions was accomplished with amaz¬ 
ing speed, and Sidi Barrani was captur¬ 
ed J6 hours after the first launching of 
the attack. At the end of a week Gen¬ 
erals Wavell and Maitland had driven 
the Italians out of Egypt and into Libya, 
with the loss of enormous numbers of 
Italian prisoners and masses of equip¬ 
ment. 

A lightning campaign, which was con¬ 
stantly springing surprises on the Italians 
and had a very heartening effect on the 
Allies, was brought to a brilliant dose 
with the capture of Benghazi, and during 
the whole of the time the co-operation 
between the Egyptian military authori¬ 
ties and General Wavell'a command was 
on the most friendly and confidential 
terms. 

Alexandria lias suffered heavier dam¬ 
age by air raids than any other Near East 
tow n. After the capture of Crete by the 
Nazis, raids on the Suez Canal zone 
increased, but no very serious damage 
has been done. Civilians have been 
evacuated to Upper Egypt. 

The withdrawal of troops from Cyre- 
naica (or the purpose of aiding Greece, 
lost the Allies most of the territory 
gamed in the winter campaign, but an 
heroic garrison at Tobruk stuck out a 
siege of many months, daily inflicting 
damage on the besiegers—Germans and 
Italians -with daring patrol raids They 
were relieved at last when the forces of a 
second Libyan campaign under General 
Auchinleck, again made contact with 
them early in December 1«>41. The 
campaign is still in progress, but fierce 
fighting is pushing back both the Italians 
and General von Rommel's troops to 
the North-West 

The position of Egypt was further con¬ 
solidated by the victorious campaign in 
Syria which removed a serious threat to 
to the Suez Canal. 

The appointment of Mr. Oliver Lyttel¬ 
ton as Minister of State in Cairo and 


member of the War Cabinet, is contrib¬ 
uting substantially to a friendly under¬ 
standing and solution of many diffi¬ 
culties which the new independent status 
of Syria raises. It has still further ad¬ 
vanced the international importance of 
Cairo and will lead to a better standard 
of living for the Arab peoples 

A new Prime Minister has led the 
Government since the sudden death of 
Premier Hassansabry Pasha, who suc¬ 
cumbed to heart failure while reading 
the Speech from the Throne in the 
Egyptian I’arliament. on 14 November 
1940. Hussein Sirry Pasha, Independ¬ 
ent. assumed the Premiership next day. 
and on 25 November pledged his Gov¬ 
ernment's continued support of the 
Anglo-Egyptian Treaty 

The British Government have kept in 
close touch with affairs in Egypt. Mr. 
Eden, Secretary for War, has twice 
flown to Cairo, first on 16 October 1940 
for consultation with Genera! Sir Archi¬ 
bald Wavell, and again in March 1941, 
when Sirry Pasha reported complete 
frankness, friendship and good under¬ 
standing perv admg Anglo Egyptian re¬ 
lations. 

Theosophy in Egypt: There is a 
recrudescence of life in the Egyptian 
Ixxlges due to the influx of oversea 
troops, among whom are Thcoaophists 
who have looked up the Lodges in the 
places where they are quartered, infus¬ 
ing new life. Two weekly meetings are 
now being held by Cairo Lodge, one for 
French-speaking, and one for English- 
speaking members 

SOUTH AFRICA 

For South Africa, 1941 has been a 
year of important progress, in many 
directions In the sphere of war a 
well trained and ever-ex pending army 
is in the field and in training. Since 
November 1940 the Civilian Protective 
Services have been definitely recognized 
as part of the Home Defences, and a 
Youth Training Brigade for boys over 16 
was then instituted. The South African 
Women's Auxiliary Army Services form¬ 
ed in that same month is acting up to 
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the highest standards of women in South 
African history. 

Five per cent of the European popula¬ 
tion has enrolled in the South African 
Army, and Indian residents, both Hindu 
and Muslim, have rallied to the recruit 
ing call of the Government. While no 
native combatant troops are being used, 
these have nevertheless made a great 
name in the Transport and Auxiliary 
Services. Hut for their outstanding 
work the rapid campaign in Eritrea and 
Abyssinia would have boen impossible. 

Although the war policy of the 
Government does not include participa¬ 
tion in overseas expeditions, the South 
African Army and Air Force have cover¬ 
ed themselves with glory under General 
Cunningham in an Odyssey including the 
territories of Kenya. Italian Somaliland. 
Eritrea, and Abyssinia Beginning their 
campaign from Kenya early in February 
1941, the South African troops achieved 
the amaxing capture of Aadis Ababa 
within ten weeks of that date, surmount¬ 
ing incredible difficulties of rivers, 
passes, and mountain terrain. 

General Smuts visited the East 
African Front in Kenya and the Sudan 
in October 1940. and had conferences 
with Mr. Eden and General Wavell in 
Khartoum. 

The war and the military expansion 
brought with it a considerable expansion 
of industry, and this has introduced a 
healthy desire tliat South Africa shall 
stand, so far as possible, on its own 
industnal feet On 13 February 1941 
Mr Ivan Walker was appointed Con¬ 
troller of Industrial Manpower, to en¬ 
able the Government to arrange ad¬ 
equate supplies of labour for munition 
plants and undertakings essential to war 
work, and on 19 March engineering was 
declared a controlled industry The war. 
by throwing shipping into confusion, 
had cut off many of the usual markets 
for agricultural produce, but Govern¬ 
ment is assisting producers to ensure 
for them at least a minimum return for 
unexported goods. 

General Smuts spoke very truly at 
Capetown, on 20 April 1941 : "We 
have done a great job in record time. 
We had to start from scratch. This 


work is not only for the war effort — 
it will be for generations to follow. It 
is one of the chapters in the develop¬ 
ment of South Africa It will lay the 
foundations of South Africa." 

Industrial legislation of great con¬ 
structive moment has been introduced ; 
for example, the Factories Act, provid¬ 
ing paid holidays for workers, and 
proper provision for their wives during 
and after pregnancy. A comprehensive 
Workman's Compensation Act makes 
the State the sole insurer, and is broad¬ 
ly run on the lines of a I*ublic Utility 
Company. 

In the field of Home politics, a War 
Measures Amendment Bill gave wide 
emergency powers to the Governor- 
General. made necessary by the growth 
of seditious and defeatist organizations 
which were becoming a menace to the 
State In that same month, September 
1940, the Minister of the Interior, Mr 
Lawrence, warned the country against 
the subversive use of the Osrewabrand- 
wag which was designing to overthrow 
the Government and to substitute some 
thing akin to Nazism, though not to 
Afrikanerdom 

On 17 December 1940 the formation 
of the Afrikaner Party, was announced 
in Johannesburg, a new party to main¬ 
tain the Hcrtxog-Havinga policy. One 
of its fundamental principles is " to 
form a nucleus round which true Afri¬ 
kanerdom can be built up" and "to 
provide a home for all Afrikaners, 
both Afrikaans- and English-speaking 
. . . who seek a party to give politi¬ 

cal expression to their great Afrikaans 
ideals ' While refusing the leadership. 
General Hartzog gave the party his 
"full blessing." and considered it an 
honour to accept honorary leadership 
Mr. Havinga was elected Deputy I-eader. 

The formation of an "Afrikaner l.'mtv 
Committee." on which the Herenigde 
Party, the Ossewabrandwag. the FAK 
and the Keddingsdaadbond are represent¬ 
ed, was announced on 13 June 1941, 
and has drawn up a unanimously ac¬ 
cepted "Unity Scheme" for a "future 
Christian National Republican Order." 

On 30 January a Special Pension Bill 
awarded a life pension of £2000 a year 
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to (General Hertzog after his retirement 
from Parliament and perhaps from 
public life. *'We are doing honour to 
one of the outstanding leaders of South 
Africa.'' said General Smuts. "General 
Hertzog will remain one of the truly 
great figures of the country." 

The Union Government continues to 
maintain friendly relations with Marshal 
retain s Vichy Government and does 
not recognize General de Gaulle. 

ills Majesty the King conferred a 
unique honour on General Smuts on 24 
May 1941. raising him to the rank of 
Field-Marshal in recognition of his 
valuable services and the brilliant South 
African campaign in Italian Hast Africa. 
This is the first time that a man born in 
any of the Dominions has attained this 
exalted rank. 

Air Services in the Union were greatly 
extended and now range from Capetown 
to l.oanda in Angola, via Windhoek, 
and to Entebbe in Uganda, via Dulu- 
wayo and Nairobi. 

The Abe Dailey Trust, provided by 
Sir Abe Dailey at his death in August 
1940. is to be used for tlic promotion 
of a spirit of national unity and for the 
fostering of the interests of the Empire 
in South Africa. 

The Native population is not being 
forgotten either. At the end of 1940 
another reservation was set aside for the 
Union's most primitive inhabitants, the 
ltushmen. near the Kalahari National 
l*»rk. and some of the finest specimens 
of their art are being preserved. Hock 
paintings from Darkly East were cut out 
of the ruck under the supervision of Mr 
W. W. 1 tat hi vs. an authority on Hush- 
man paintings, and are now housed in 
the Africana Museum. 

In the medical field a door hitherto 
half closed has been opened to the non 
European population. It has been a 
source of grievance that non-Europeans 
could only attend the first three years 
of the full medical course at a South 
African University. During the last 
fifteen years, however, hospitals for llie 
Native population have tacomc suffi¬ 
ciently large to offer the necessary variety 
in training and clinical instruction, so 


that the full course is now open for doc¬ 
tors. surgeons and dentists. 

Lovedale, the well-known educational 
institution for the liantu people, con¬ 
tinues its sympathetic understanding of 
the many difficulties which the new 
native laws are an attempt to solve. 
Lovodale plays an important port in 
providing the Dantus with leaders able 
to co-operate with Europeans. Dr. 
liokwe, the first fully qualified Dantu 
district surgeon, and Cecilia Makiwans. 
the first fully qualified Dantu nurse, 
were both educated there. 

Forward-looking Field-Marshal Smuts 
has already appointed a special Cabinet 
Committee to consider reconstruction 
and development plans, and to investi¬ 
gate new ideas. 

Theoaophy in South Africa: ITop- 
aganda work goes on all over the coun¬ 
try. The membership has increased 
slightly this year, and the General Sec¬ 
retary has toured the Section unceasing¬ 
ly. In two large cities the lectures 
attracted a good number of people from 
the Indian communities. The Peace and 
Reconstruction work is fully organised, 
and in most Lodges a gratifying number 
of young people are joining. The high¬ 
light of the year was the dying visit of 
Mr. Jinarajadasa to Cape Town. Those 
who who were privileged to meet him 
will never forget the great inspiration of 
his presence, writes Clara M. Codd. 
General Secretary. 

NORTH AMERICA 

CANADA 

From the outset of the war Canada 
has thrown in all her great resources, 
and lias expanded her plans almost out 
of recognition with the original 
intentions. 

" The war effort of the Canadians 
dunng this war." as Mr. Churchill said 
at a Mansion House luncheon, on 
4 September 1941. in honour of Mr. 
Mackenzie King. Prime Minister of 
Canada. " has not. happily, so far re¬ 
quired the effusion of blood upon a 
huge scale, but that effort, immense in 
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ships, aircraft, air training, and in 
finance and food, constitutes an element 
in the resistance of the British Empire 
without which that resistance could not 
be successfully maintained." 

The Air Training Scheme, to which 
Canada is host and for the administra¬ 
tion of which she is responsible, has 
become one of the greatest concentra¬ 
tions of air training in the world. At 
the beginning of the year it was already 
well ahead of schedule •, nearly 100 Em¬ 
pire Air Training Schools arc training, 
it is estimated, some 23,000 men for air 
crew duties, while 70 training centres 
turn out over 6,000 ground mechanics 
annually for the R. C. A. F., and 
12-13,000 tradesmen for the Militia. 

The first contingent trained under the 
Empire Scheme reached a British port 
for service with the R.A.F. on 23 No¬ 
vember 1940, and on 28 April 1941 the 
largest convoy of Empire trained per¬ 
sonnel arrived safely, including Cana¬ 
dian, British, Australian, New Zealand 
and United States airmen as well as a 
big Canadian naval contingent. 

A growing number of young men not 
only from the United Stales but also 
from South America are making this 
Empire Scheme into a real Partnership 
of Nations, born, as the Duke of Kent 
remarked after his five weeks' tour of 
Canada in 1941, of the "friendship and 
union of those people who cherish free¬ 
dom for freedom's sake." and a mutual 
understanding founded "on a common 
spiritual conviction. ’ 

The whole of the Nation is sharing in 
the sacrifice being made for the demo¬ 
cratic ideals of the world average tax 
payments have more than doubled . 
amusements and travel have been stiffly 
penalized, and all forms of luxury ex¬ 
penditure have been drastically cut 
down. All single men between 21-24 
are liable to 30 days' military training 
annually and the first 40,000 were called 
up late in 1940. 

The creation of a special West Coast 
Command, covering British Columbia 
and Alberta was announced in October 
1940 Naval constructors from Britain 
arrived in March 1941 to begin an in¬ 
tensive destroyer-building programme. 


The building of corvettes, minesweepers 
and cargo vessels was also taken in hand, 
so that 13.000 men are now employed 
in the shipbuilding industry, while Cana¬ 
da's fleet of 173 ships with 13,000 men 
is being increased to 413 ships with 
27,000 man. 

Munitions, tanks and aircraft are also 
being produced in large quantities. 

To safeguard wage rates on Govern¬ 
ment contracts from rising to extrava¬ 
gant heights and yet to ensure their in¬ 
crease with any increases in the cost of 
living, an Order of Council was issued 
on 18 December 1940, with the approval 
of employees and Trade Unions, for the 
stabilization of wages 

The last vestiges of an old feudal sys¬ 
tem introduced by French settlers,— 
seignorial tenure,—were abolished on 
11 November 1940. 

The Royal Commission on Dominion 
Provincial Relations, set up in 1937, has 
recommended that certain direct and 
administrative responsibilities should be 
undertaken by the Dominion in the 
event of any disaster in any primary in¬ 
dustry so widespread that the l*rovincea 
might be unable to cope with it. 

A 28-year old project for a deep 
outlet from the Great Lakes to the *ex 
materialized with the signing of the St. 
Lawrence Waterway Agreement by 
Canada and the United States on 19 
March 1941. No time will be lost in 
putting this scheme, considered a "vital 
necessity'' on both sides of the frontier, 
into immediate operation It is expected 
that by 1943 the scheme will provide 
millions of new horse-power for the 
defence production of both countries, 
and a safe haven and waterway for the 
construction of new ships to replace sunk 
tonnage, for the protection of trade and 
of the seaboard. 

The completion of plans for the mill 
and naval defence of the Atlantic 
Pacific coasts of the U.S.A and 
Canada was announced by the Joint 
Defence Board on 18 March 1941. 

A further step in Canada's "relations 
of friendly and affectionate intimacy 
with the United States" was taken as a 
result of Mr. Mackenzie King's visit to 
iVcsident Roosevelt in April 1941. A 
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joint statement on 20 April disclosed 
the signing of an agreement which 
mobilizes and merges all the resources 
of North America into one vast and 
united defence unit in aid of Britain and 
for the defence of the Western Hemi¬ 
sphere. Thu development is second in 
importance only to the first creation of 
the Joint United States Canadian De¬ 
fence Hoard in August 1940 
• Canada's unwavering fidelity to the 
Commonwealth and the Motherland is 
the foundation of the magnificent spirit 
and resolution of the Canadian people. 
The ties that span the ocean and link her 
ever more closely ore being welded even 
more securely in the hearts of both 
nations by Canada's wonderful generos¬ 
ity to some 6.000 British children who. 
in the Autumn of 1940. were evacuated 
to greater safety in the Dominion, and 
have now become Canada's much loved 
"guest children " For, as Mr Macken¬ 
zie King broadcast on 2 June 1941 to 
Canadians, "loyalty to Canada, to the 
cause of Britain, and to the cause of 
humanity are one and the same " 

Theosophy in Canada : The Inter¬ 
nationa] Fraternization Conventions ar¬ 
ranged by the Canadian Section in the 
last eight rears have been a distinct 
success. Besides drawing together in 
happy companionship the members of 
the various Theosophical movements, 
they have attracted manv outsiders who 
have bocn charmed by the breadth and 
cordiality of the proceedings 

The Toronto I-odge has celebrated its 
fiftieth anniversary this year The 
President. Dr G. S. Arundale. sent a 
message closing with the greeting, "May 
the Toronto Lodge live long to serve 
Canada ’" 

MEXICO 

The statement that " Mexico is spiri¬ 
tually on the side of the democracies in 
the European conflict." made by Presi¬ 
dent Cardenas in September 1940. has 
been confirmed by his successor. Gen¬ 
eral Avela Camacho, who emerged as 
the successful candidate in the Presi¬ 
dential elections of July 1940 


The followers of General Almazan 
attempted several local risings, but 
were frustrated in October 1940, and 
their leader. General Zarzoza, was kill¬ 
ed. The attendance of Mr. H. A. Wal¬ 
lace, Vice-lTeaident of the United 
States, as Amhassador Extraordinary, 
at the inauguration of General Camacho 
in December 1940 led General Almazan 
to atandoo his claim to the I*residency. 

President Camacho promised that 
Mexico would co-operate with other 
nations in the defence of democratic 
ideals, and would adhere firmly to the 
Pan-American doctrine. He would 
"continue the revolutionary regime," 
encourage the close national co-opera¬ 
tion between all classes to weld a pros¬ 
perous national economy, and safeguard 
the welfare of the workers. 

Almost at once, on 12 December 1940. 
President Camacho initiated the most 
far-reaching agrarian reform of Mexican 
law since its adoption in 1927, giving 
1,422,893 peasants individual title to 
63,311,420 acres of land formerly 
held on the communal principle. The 
requests of some further 2.000,000 peas¬ 
ants for land will tie satisfied at the 
earliest opportunity. Intensive work 
under way in 1941 is adding many thou¬ 
sands of acres to new, and to already 
existing, irrigation schemes. 

With the unanimous approval of the 
Chamber of Deputies the railways were 
placed under State control in I>ccember 
1940. and a new railway construction 
scheme across the Isthmus of Tehuante¬ 
pec was begun in 1941 to afford another 
means of communication between the 
two oceans in the event of America be¬ 
coming involved in the war. 

Mexico has been a centre for much 
Nazi propaganda In April the German 
College with 1 .600 pupils was closet! and 
the Nazi paper suspended. In May a 
number of arrests were made. 

The complex racial pattern of the 
Mexican population, with its sixty dif¬ 
ferent languages has so far been a great 
obstacle to general literacy. The new 
Education Movement in Mexico aims 
now at perfecting the rural teacher not 
so much as an instructor but more as a 
leader of rural life. The modern school. 



60 


THE THEOSOPHICAL YEAR BOOK, 1942 


the Can del Pueblo, ih designed to be 
not only a centre of education but also 
a meeting place for adults, a place for 
rural festivities, and attached to it is 
a rural dispensary, workshop, farm, 
dairy, piggery, etc. In these '* Schools 
of Action'' the head teacher is the 
leader of the village under a village 
council, and is appointed on the 
recommendation of the villagers—not 
necessarily a trained teacher, but one 
who inspires the neighbourhood with 
confidence by his personality and his 
influence. 

A very vital Art Movement has also 
emerged. Mural pictures, which were 
contemporary Art-expressions in the days 
of the Mayas and the Aztecs. have again 
become the expression of a truly national 
art. and many beautiful murals in the 
Ministry of Education, in schools and 
academies have made the names of 
modern artists such as Diego Rivera, 
Orosco, Goita, and Sigeiros famous 
throughout America. 

Theosophy in Mexico: The 
General Secretary. Dr. D. R. Cervera. 
records a fine year of activity, including 
lecturing tours by himself. Dr. Agustin 
Servm de la Mora, and Dr. Alfredo 
Cuaron Successful Infant Groups and 
Young Artists Groups were also organ¬ 
ized. He records wonderful effects from 
the Order of the Mystic Star. Miss Mary 
Neff toured Mexico in March, and was 
much appreciated as a lecturer, and as a 
dynamic, sympathetic personality. 

UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 

Keynote: FREEDOM. 

The Star Spangled Danner (song): 
•The land of the free." 

America (song): ‘'Sweet land of liber¬ 
ty, let freedom ring, land of the noble 
free, sweet freedom’s song, long may our 
land be bright with (roedom's holy 
light * 

Amcnca the DcauttfuI (song) : "A 
thoroughfare for freedom built across the 
wilderness." 


Declarationo/ Independence : "Life, 
liberty, and the (pursuit of happiness." 

Constitution : "The blessings of 
liberty." 

Lincoln : "A new nation, conceived 
in liberty: this nation . . . shall have a 
new birth of freedom." 

This national ideal of Freedom is 
embodied in the Statue of Liberty which 
stands on an island in New York 
harbour and looks over the Atlantic 
Ocean toward Europe. 

Philosophy The Pragmatism of 
William James—Does it work } The 
Americans of the United States are an 
intensely practical people; they want 
results. If you can make a thing work, 
or improve a thing that already works, 
you are a success. Because of this very 
quality, Europe looks to the United 
States, today, for a practical solution to 
the problems of tomorrow. "Give us a 
system," they say. "that will work." 

Political Org*nisation: Forty-eight 
independent States existing together 
within a Federal Union. Each State given 
up those rights, and only those rights, to 
the Central Government that are neces¬ 
sary for maintaining the harmony of the 
whole This system works within the 
United States, and will probably be the 
model upon which the whole world will 
be reconstructed with the close of the 
present war. 

People : The United States is truly a 
"melting pot. " notonlyof the races of the 
world, but of the philosophies, religions, 
arts, and sciences as well. Everything 
is welcomed and assimilated. More¬ 
over, every known environmental con¬ 
dition is represented within its borders. 

Certain definite traits are appearing 
within the people, traits that will in time 
set them apart as a distinct race. An 
American (of the United States) is: 

1. Open, direct, frank. He will tell 
you everything about himself, and ex¬ 
pect you to do the same about yourself. 

2. Unexpected. His versatility, hu¬ 
mour, and detachment from the past, 
leave no other course of action. 

i. Dynamic. 

4. A leveller of consciousness. He 
does not seem to recognize authority. 
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age. or rank. But behind this apparent 
disrespect is a realization of the oneness 
of all life, of the unreality and con¬ 
sequent unimportance of separating 
(actors. 

3. Illumined from within. He knows 
what you are going to say before you 
say it. The logical approach to a point 
is tedious to him; he gets the point 
without that build-up. 

The American embodies the two tradi¬ 
tionally irreconcilable qualities of indi¬ 
vidualism and communalism (co-opera- 
tiveness—or communism, in its original 
meaning). Ilis individualism is a free 
dom of the spirit, and might be called 
his vertical development ; his commun¬ 
al ism is a realization of his unity with 
others, and might be called his horizontal 
development. 

The Real American 

James Truslow Adams (American his¬ 
torian) : 

A visiting foreigner was asked what 
his first impression of this country was. 
He replied, "The way that everyone of 
every sort looks you right in the eye, 
without a thought of inequality.*' 

"The top and bottom are spiritually 
and intellectually nearer together in 
America than in most countries. . . 

"... the American Dream ... of a 
social order in which each man and each 
woman shall be able to attain to the fullest 
suture of which they are innately 
capable, and be recognized by others for 
what they are. regardless of the fortui¬ 
tous circumstances of birth or positioo." 

The President and his Policies 

Franklin D. Kooscvelt. Democrat, 
became the people's choice for President 
a third time in 1940. 

After the election, the Republican 
Party split, one faction following Will- 
kie, the President's opponent in the 
third-term election, the other following 
Lindbergh, former aviation hero. 

The two groups differ as to foreign 
policy. Willkie supports the lYcsident’s 
"all-out aid to Britain' policy; I-ind- 
bergh feels that it is too late, and that 
we must hde on the "wave of the 
future." which is Nazism 


Some of the differences in the two 
policies might be summed up thus: 

Willkie : The people, through the 
Democratic process, chose Roosevelt. 
Now it is the duty of every American 
citizen to back the President and his 
foreign policy which the Congress has 
overwhelmingly approved. 

"My experience teaches me to reject 
any . . . doctrine of defeat and despair . 
any notion that our society cannot be 
more productive than a totalitarian 
society." 

". . . three chief reasons for adopting 
an international point of view—first, be¬ 
cause America has a profound effect on 
the rest of the world: second, because 
the rest of the world has an equally pro¬ 
found effect on America, so that if 
tier many wins we shall lose our lives as 
free men either by outside threat or 
inner necessity. Third, if (Germany wins, 
we sliall almost surely find ourselves 
fighting after all—and by that time, 
fighting alone." 

"Give aid to Britain 'until it hurts’— 
now!" 

Lindbergh : "Is it not tune for us to 
turn to new policies and to a new leader¬ 
ship? 

"It is futile to carry on a war for which 
no nation but Germany has prepared 

" England cannot win the war More¬ 
over. we have no business meddling in 
foreign wars. 

"The security of our country lies in 
the strength and character of our own 
people . . 

In an open letter to Lindbergh, print¬ 
ed in an American magazine, a veteran 
of the first World War writes: "Don't 
you have any idea how this country 
operates. Mr. Lindbergh ? Don't you 
understand that we couldn't possibly 
plan in cold blood for a war 10 or 20 
years ahead ? Don't you know that we 
never get mad enough to fight until it 
seems to be 'too late’ ? I say ‘seems 
to be’ because it never has been too 
late, and you may rest assured that it 
won't be too late this time, cither." 

The Four Freedoms 

The developing policy of the United 
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States can be seen in the various utter¬ 
ances of the President : 

Kooacveit 30 December 1940: “We 
must be the great arsenal of democracy." 

0 January 1941: "In the future days, 
which we seek to make secure, we look 
forward to a world founded upon four 
essential human freedoms 

"The first is freedom of speech and 
expression—everywhere in the world. 

“The second is freedom of every per¬ 
son to worship God in his ow n way — 
everywhere in the world. 

"The third is freedom from want— 
which, translated into world terms, 
means economic understanding* which 
will secure to every nation a healthy 
peace time life for its inhabitants—every¬ 
where in the world. 

"The fourth is freedom from fear— 
which, translated into world terms, 
means a world-wide reduction of arma¬ 
ments to such a point and in such a 
thorough fashion that no nation will be 
in a position to commit an act of physi¬ 
cal aggression against any neighbour— 
anywhere in the world.'' 

20 January 1941: "The life of a 
nation is the fullness of the measure of 
its will to live." 

" Democracy is not dying. 

" We know it cannot die—because it 
is built on the unhampered initiative of 
individual men and women joined to¬ 
gether in a common enterprise—an 
enterprise undertaken and carried 
through by the free expression of a free 
majority. 

" We know it because democracy 
alone, of all forms of government, en¬ 
lists the full force of men s enlightened 
will. 

“ We know it because democracy 
alone has constructed an unlimited 
civilisation capable of infinite progress 
in the improvement of human life. 

" We know it because, if we look be¬ 
low the surface, we sense it still spread¬ 
ing on every continent—for it is the 
most humane, the most advanced, and 
in tltc end the most unconquerable of 
all forms of human society." 

27 May 1941 : "-I, Franklin 

D. KooscveJl, President of the United 
States of America, do proclaim that an 


unlimited national emergency confronts 
this country, which requires that its mili¬ 
tary, naval, air, and civilian defence* be 
put on the basis of readiness to repel 
any and all acts or threats of aggression 
directed toward any part of the Western 
Hemisphere." 

On the same evening, in a speech to 
the American people, the President 
declared : 

"As the lTesident of a united and 
determined people. I say solemnly : 

"We reassert the ancient American 
doctrine of freedom of the seas. 

"We reassert the solidarity of the 21 
American republics and the Dominion 
of Canada in the preservation of the 
independence of the hemisphere. 

"We have pledged material support 
to the other Democracies of the World 
—and we will fulfil that pledge. 

"We in the Americas will decide for 
ourselves whether, and when, and 
where, our American interests arc at¬ 
tacked or our country threatened. We 
are placing our armed forces in strategic 
military positions. We will not hesitate 
to use our armed forces to repel attack. 
We reassert our abiding faith in the 
vitality of our Constitutional Republic 
as a perpetual home of freedom, of 
tolerance, and of devotion to the word 
of God." 

On 18 May 1941, Secretary of Stale 
Cordell Hull presented a five-point pro¬ 
gramme for "worldeconomic reconstruc¬ 
tion'' after the war : 

1. Extreme nationalism must not 
again be permuted to express itself in 
excessive trade restrictions. 

2. Non-discrimination in interna¬ 
tional commercial relations must be the 
rule, so that international trade may 
grow and prosper. 

3. Raw material supplies must be 
available to all nations without discrim¬ 
ination. 

4. International agreements regulat¬ 
ing the supply of commodities must be 
so handled as to protect fully the 
interests of the consuming countries and 
their people. 

5. The institutions and arrangement* 
of international finance must be so set 
up that they lend aid to the essential 
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enterprises and the continuous develop¬ 
ment of all countries, and permit the 
payment through processes of trade con¬ 
sonant with the welfare of all countries. 

World Union 

At the end of the last war, the United 
States succeeded in incorporating in the 
peace treaty a provision for the erection 
of a League of Nations, which was to 
be tho basis of a new world order. 

Again the concept of a federation 
of nations it being fostered within 
the United State* by Clarence Streit 
through his Federal Union organisation. 
This time the objective is "union now 
with Britain." 

1. Federal Unionists propose a strong 
but flexible Union—like our American 
Union of 48 States—to be founded pro¬ 
visionally now by the United States and 
the British Commonwealth of Nations 
(Canada, the United Kingdom. Eire, 
Union of South Africa. Australia, and 
New Zealand) to include the captive 
and suppressed democracies of western 
Europe as soon as they are rescued, and 
eventually all other nations as they devel¬ 
op or restore democratic rights. 

2. The people of the democracies— 
not their governments, as in the League 
of Nations—would elect their representa¬ 
tives to the Congress or 1‘arliament of 
this Union, with at least one House 
elected on a population basis (which 
would give the tJ.S. more votes than 
the whole British Commonwealth). 

J. The people would give the new 
Union Covernment only the duties that 
can best be performed by such a Union, 
for the common welfare and defence- 
leaving the present Governments in 
other respects just as they are. 

4. Like our own American Union, 
this Union would establish a new era 
of prosperity and opportunity through 
the lifting of trade barriers; member¬ 
ship would be so advantageous that even¬ 
tually all nations would wish to join, 
and a democratic world government and 
peaceful world order would grow out of 
the original nucleus 

• • • 

In June the State liepartment orders 
the consulates of both Italy and Ger¬ 


many closed because of their subversive 
activities.—G erald Bole. 

World-Minded Citizens 

The majority of citizens, hating war 
as never before, remembering the 
brutalities and ugliness of the last war 
and utterly disillusioned about its 
’* glories," still would defend the demo¬ 
cratic way of life for the world and for 
their own country at all costs. They 
recognize (President Roosevelt as their 
able leader, regardless of party lines, 
and are giving him magnificent support. 

We are an impatient people. We 
worship speed. So it is natural that 
the greatest dissatisfaction at the pres¬ 
ent time is with the rate of progress in 
tkfence production. Strikes by labour, 
and the holding up of sub contracts by 
industry' create a fury which has the 
beneficial results of forcing adjustments. 
Things are being accomplished in 
labour-capital relationships and in 
mechanical progress —such as assembly 
line production of airplanes—that were 
deemed impossible a year ago. Tell an 
American business man that a thing is 
impossible, and that is the very thing he 
will give his life to accomplish. 

The first peacetime conscription in 
our history has led lo the establishment 
of training camps all over the country 
for soldiers and officers Nation-wide 
campaigns arc under way to make these 
camps attractive by public subscriptions 
and to finance government expenditures 
by the sale of " baby bonds." 

There is a widespread interest in 
the next peace The last peace is 
generally recognized for what it was 
-an Armistice. The basic aims of 
the democracies and the kind of 
world the next peace will build are 
always timely topics. The league of 
Nations Association is acting as Secre¬ 
tariat of the Commission to Study the 
Organization of Peace and has released 
a comprehensive study course which is 
finding a wide demand among women 's 
clubs and international relations study 
groups. The Association says: "We 
must continue our efforts in the convic¬ 
tion that a world based on international 
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law and justice is not just a nebulous 
dream.' 

Tbe United States is still vigorously 
idealistic and "future-minded ‘ despite 
its scattering of appeasers, isolationists 
and cynics. Its Isadership and an ever 
increasing proportion of its citizenry are 
world-minded/—Ava bust am. 

Scientific Progress: Tbe princi¬ 
pal scientific distinction was this year 
awarded to Ur. W. M. Stanley for 
bis work in isolating and crystallizing 
tbe virus of the tobacco plant mosaic 
disease Tbe achievement is su years 
old, but tbe eflect of the discovery upon 
thought came to a sharp peak this year, 
not only because of the importance of 
viruses in themselvas, to plants, animals 
and man. but also because of the mean 
ing reflected back into all sorts of philo¬ 
sophical topics. Viruses, in general, are 
regarded as protein molecules of dimen¬ 
sions about tbe same as genes, which are 
also (nudeo ) proteins. It has been even 
suggested that they are free genes They 
reproduce and they mutate but they 
are so fine that the bet kef eld filter docs 
not catch them. Ur. Stanley isolated a 
quantity of pure virus strain from to¬ 
bacco mash in the centrifuge machine. 
He then crystallized tbe culture. Crys¬ 
tallization is known to kill practically all 
living organisms, perhaps because of the 
separation of water molecules Solidifica¬ 
tion does not necessarily kill. In tbe 
case of the tobacco virus, however, tbe 
life-powers are not destroyed at crystalli¬ 
zation. Restored to a proper bust, tbe 
virus resumes its life processes Tobacco 
mosaic, tobacco necrosis, "bush-stunt¬ 
ing'* disease in tomatoes and the cu¬ 
cumber mosaic disease have all been 
crystallized and yet live on. 

The significance of this to the philos¬ 
opher is great. We must now recon¬ 
sider the whole position and definition 
of life. Has life a level of firing in 
crystals, and of becoming in plants f 
Like some slune-moulds. tbe virus has 
probably no cell wall. We seem to be 
on a border terrain in many senses. 

The period under rev tew also saw tbe 
circulation of an important book by 
k. N. Harvey. Living Light (1‘nocetoo 


University Press). B L. Whorl review- 
mi this in A /aim Curmtft in Afodrm 
Thought, whence we quote : 

Man, says Dr. Harvey, is so funda¬ 
mentally diurnal in habit that he is 
seldom aware of the universal occur¬ 
rence of faint luminescences, light emis¬ 
sions with no beat, produced under the 
most unexpected circumstances A lead¬ 
ing authority on the subject. Harvey 
explores the whole field of "cold light" 
and especially the emission of light by 
living animal and vegetable species, and 
discloses a fascinating frontier of strange 
phenomena 

A world without sun or fire would still 
not be a dark world, but a world of 
faint lights, in which creatures with 
sensitive eyes, like those of the denizens 
of ocean depths, would be able to see. 
Outdoors in the country on a snowy 
moonless night with stars hidden under 
dense clouds, one moves not in pitchy 
blackness, but in a dimly phosphorescent 
world One gains tbe impression of 
faint light leaking everywhere through 
matter front the more subtle layer of 
electronic activity within it. aciivitv 
which has often been adapted by evolv - 
mg life-forms to biological ends. 

Luminosity has been observed in rain, 
snow. fog. in sweat and urine, and about 
flowers and other living things not bio¬ 
logically luminescent The reviewer, 
and students familiar with occult or 
parapsychic investigations may wonder 
if observers with a trace of etheric sight 
(which need not be extra-sensory, but 
perhaps a visual sensitivity like that of 
deep-sea creatures) may not have seen 
many of these a p pea r ances, and might 
not with training see a wider range of 
luminous emissions from ordinary ob¬ 
jects. 

Luminous organs are eyes in reverse 
The two are anatomically and physio¬ 
logically similar; the evolutionary pro¬ 
cess has moulded organs for utilizing 
light m the same fashion whether they 
be for producing or responding lo the 
light. Structures occurring in eyes, such 
as the lens, are usually fluorescent, and 
retinas are potential sources of cold 
light 
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Luminosity n spread throuKhout the 
«nimal kingdom, it occur* in all 

the important phyla, though in the 
Chordata going no higher than the 
fishes, where however it is amazingly 
developed. Hut in the vegetable kingdom 
it is confined to the bacteria and fungi, 
l.e., to those lowliest forms which are 
nearest to the primitive base from which 
both kingdoms in tbetr present special¬ 
ized form have branched off. This is 
striking testimony to the basic unity of 
life. it suggests that luminosity is the 
precursor of sight, remaining rudimen¬ 
tary in the kingdom that did not devel¬ 
op sight. The relation of the develop¬ 
ment of consciousness to light, and even 
per traps a basic unity of light and con¬ 
sciousness, light as a grade of con¬ 
sciousness in the cosmos, will be suggest¬ 
ed to the philosophically-minded. The 
“subjective” light, or sense of light, 
sometimes "seen” in or after medita¬ 
tion. when consciousness is deliberately 
intensified, indicates from another angle 
the connection of light and light-sense 
with consciousness 

IVofessor K. A. I loot on of Harvard 
University has published data (in two 
books. Crime and the Man and The 
American Criminal), which incident¬ 
ally confirms, with a finality acceptable 
•O Sir Arthur Keith, the earlier findings 
of Dr. Franz Haas that a new race type 
is sppeanng in the United States. We 
quote Sir Arthur, Nature, May 31, 
1941. p. 636. (We should perhaps add. 
even if needless, that the new American 
does not occur as a phase of Dr. Hoot on's 
main theme, criminals 'I 

‘ Another of the side-line inquiries 
relates to the pro c sss of ' Americaniza¬ 
tion.' namely that children of immi¬ 
grants, born in the United States, 
undergo not only a cultural but also a 
transformation of body in the land of 
adoption. There are many beside* the 
reviewer, who viewed with scepticism 
the claims made by Professor Franz 
Uoas that children born to Italian par¬ 
ents in America differ in bead form, 
and in many other statistical details, 
from the original Italian stock. Scepti¬ 
cism is no longer possible, for Professor 
Hoot on s statistical inquiries confirm 


those of lYofessor Hoas. . . . With 

such inquiries it is pertinent to compare 
those made by Dr H. L. Shapiro on 
Japanese born in Hawaii. This obser 
ver found that the Hawaiian Japanese 
differed statistically from the immigrant 
apancse and these, in turn, differed 
rom the folk in Japan from which they 
had been drawn. How we are to explain 
such environmental transformations 1 
do not know, but it is plain that all 
three of Dr Shapiro's groups remained 
unmistakably Japanese ' 

—Fmt* Ki>N2 

Developments in Art . Outstand¬ 
ing in 1941 is the late Andrew W Mel¬ 
lon's gift of the magnificent tl3.000.000 
National Gallery erected in Washing¬ 
ton. Already housed in the museum is 
the famous Mellon collection, denied 
to the naiton in 1937. as well as 
373 paintings and 18 sculptures deeded 
to the nation in 1939 by Samuel H. 
Kress. Mr. Kress has also loaned to the 
gallery an additional collection of paint¬ 
ings and sculpture The superb Widener 
collection from I’hiladelphia, already 
giveo. is to be added to the gallery at 
some future time The new National 
tiallery is a magnificent addition to the 
growing number of museums serving 
the American people These institutions 
do escellent work, both in preserving 
and displaying their permanent collec¬ 
tions. and in arranging a wealth of 
changing exhibitions There have been 
also during the year many outstanding 
exhibitions of past and contemporary 
art shown in the dealers' galleries, in 
some case* with an admission charge 
for war relief funds 

Hoth the New York and San Francisco 
Fairs held remarkable exhibitions of 
art. The Masterpieces of Art at the 
New York Fair contained works from 
the sixteenth century, including a fine 
showing of 19th century American and 
French painting. A large collection of 
contemporary painting and sculpture 
was also shown. The San Francisco 
Fair showed the largest collection of old 
and modern masterpieces ever gathered 
together on the west coast The 
Museum of Modern Art in New York 
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lield a Uug« exhibition of America*) 
Indian art This exhibition travelled 
throughout the country. Tueaty cen¬ 
turies of Mexican art were shown in 
another exhibition at this museum. 
The Modern Museum's Picasso exhi¬ 
bition included the largest showing of 
that artist's work ever gathered to¬ 
gether A few of the many other out¬ 
standing events were the great exhibi¬ 
tion of 19th Centurv French painting 
in San Francisco and in reduced form 
in New York, tho 1‘ervian exhibition ui 
N- York, a remarkable exhilxtmn of 
Kl Greco's painting for Greek relief, an 
exhibition of Ituddhist sculpture, and 
an exhibition of the work done, during 
his ten years of working and teaching 
in America, by Carles Milles, the great 
Swedish sculptor. 

From being the stuffy archives which 
they have so often lwen in the past, 
museums are an active part of modern 
life, arousing public interest in art 
through provocative exhibitions, lec¬ 
tures. films and studio classes An 
important trend is the breaking down of 
the notion that the practice of the arts 
is for the few. More and more people 
are painting, sculpturing, or working in 
the numerous crafts There are many 
evening classes available free to the 
public, and a number of exhibitions of 
schoolchildren’a art have been made 
throughout the country prompted by 
the increased importance of art in the 
schools. 

With the rapid widening of artistic 
appreciation, the field of artistic expres¬ 
sion is also vastlv enlarging The 
machine age is beginning to come to 
maturity, the shoddy products of speedy 
and profitable machine manufacture are 
giving way to things of good design 
Excellent work is being done in the 
design of modern furniture, glass, metal, 
ceramics and textiles, not to mention 
automobiles, trains, plumbing fixtures, 
kitchen equipment, and other very 
mundane things. The work of the con¬ 
temporary designer reveals a dignity, 
and awareness of colour, texture, and 
qualities of material which place them 
beside some of the finest of the applied 
arts of the past. 


Much strong work is being done in 
the fields of architecture, garden archi¬ 
tecture. and decoration Some of the 
modern houses being designed, partic¬ 
ularly on the west coast, are probably 
as fine as anything ever dev ised by man, 
for tbeir comfort, bea ut y, and simplicity. 
Much attention is paid to light and to 
the inclusion of the out-of-doors as a 
part of the latennr. bv means of great 
windows and sliding walls There ta a 
growing tendency for the decorator to 
make good past and contemporary paint¬ 
ing and sculpture an integral part of 
the decorative scheme Where purchase 
of original works is prohibitive, much 
use is being made of excellent and in* 
expensive reproductions, the artists in 
some rases receiving a royalty. There 
is also a growing appreciation of the 
decorative attractive ami colourful 
handiwork of native Indian. Mexican. 
Southern mountaineer and Oriental 
craftsmen, Recently much publicity 
was given to the delightful folk art 
ami customs of the 1‘ennsylvama Hutch. 

In anv survey of American art one 
cannot ignore the artistic accomplish 
ments in the publishing field, in the 
form o( I took s i including many on art and 
artists, well illustrated), magaxines and 
advertising, and also in display. Some¬ 
one has termed the modern display 
window "the art museum of the man in 
the street " 

With this rapid growth of artistic 
awareness in America there has never 
in the nation * history been so wide an 
appreciation or practice of the graphic 
arts, painting, and sculpture Govern* 
ment appropriations have made posaibie 
a number of major mural installations 
during the past year Dealing with 
typically Americ an folklore, history and 
local colour, these murals have arous¬ 
ed much public intere s t. During the 
year the President proclaimed National 
Art Week daring which Americans were 
encouraged lo purchase works by Ameri¬ 
can artista. 

Most significant in the field of art in 
America is the emergence of a distinct 
awareness of what might be called Arncr 
ica s uniqueness Hav mg freely ex p osed 
themselves to the influences of the 
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European schools. the American artist 
ha* come borne with the lemon* learn¬ 
ed from them trhooU He has returned 
to hi* native toil to paint American 
material This interest in a distinct 
American tradition was reflected in the 
Kreat Survey of American Painting ar 
ranged by the Carnegie Institute this 
rear If there had I wen any doubt, this 
survey clearly revealed the existence of a 
truly American tradition complete with 
primitives and old masters 

There is still in American painting a 
strong interest in technical problems 
and the result is sometimes crude, as >1 
the artist had pul all the technical 
vitality he commanded into his work 
and then, as someone has said, “under¬ 
lined it With malunlv and a deepen¬ 
ing spiritual awareness of our American 
contribution to world culture this super¬ 
ficiality will disappear There are al¬ 
ready signs of a refining trend, The 
contemporary artist's philosophy has 
too often partaken of the materiality of 
his surrounding*, resulting in a hardness 
of his work. Kflort must be made by 
The Theoeophical Society in America to 
take • sympathetic and intelligent in¬ 
terest in the contemporary artist, as 
Theosophy holds the key which can 
open new vistas to him 

There to a vigorous school of Ameri¬ 
can sculpture which to lending also to 
turn to ototinctly American material for 
its inspiration Of particular interest 
have twen the out-of-door exhibitions 
where works of sculpture seem to be¬ 
long. sunlight, air. ami planting enhanc 
ing the natural beauty of brooie and 
stone. 

Two interesting movement* in Ameri¬ 
can painting are the Surrealist and Non- 
Ob)*: tive movement* \\ lute much of 
the work of the former school may be 
confused and even ugly, there are some 
things of strange beauty. The need 
of these schools is a clear knowledge of 
the nature of man and place of man in 
the universe which it can be the privi 
lege of Thaosophists to give them Much 
Surrealist painting obv tously stems from 
sensual ami lower astral levels, with 
occasional gleams of rare beauty from 
higher levels. The magnificent symbolic 


Indian representations of their Gods as 
visioned by great seer artiste are an 
indication of what a true spiritual Sur¬ 
realism might accomplish. 

The Nou Obiective school is of great 
interest in its being so similar to music 
in its reliance on colour, mass, line, and 
rhythm for its effects Excellent work 
to being done by the Guggenheim Foun¬ 
dation in New York, which maintains a 
a well arranged museum for the display 
of a large collection of Non Obiective 
painting, An increasing number of 
people are learning to appreciate these 
things, and there is a growing number 
of painters working in this school Much 
research is needed in this new field. Dr 
Arundale's great book on Symbolic 
Yoga has profound I waring on Inis new 
art form ftetng new to the West, 
it is however very old to past cultures, 
having been much used in the Orient 
and by the American Indian, to express 
great spiritual truths in terms of abstract 
symbol 

It would be unfair in any discussion 
of American art to omit mention of 
the remarkable achievements in pho¬ 
tography. The many exhibitions held 
throughout the nation this year have 
shown work of great beauty. Photog¬ 
raphy to a great force in America for 
aesthetic «|uirkening as thousands are 
engaging in it as a hobby 

Itoepile the abuses of the motion 
picture it certainly must be given sen 
ous consideration in American art A 
number of very beautiful films have 
been produced during the past year 
Such a film as the monumental Ku Khan 
is an aesthetic triumph as well as a great 
moral force in arousing the American 
public to the helping of the Chinese 
people in their heroic fight for democ¬ 
racy 

The year's theatrical productions have 
seen some remarkably artistic work in 
acting as well as in the design of set¬ 
ting* and costumes Highly encourag¬ 
ing in the American art scene to the 
growing emphasis on dramatics, danc¬ 
ing. and music ut the schools 

American* are particular interested in 
the dance in its manv forms. The 
several ballet companies are keenly 
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followed by large audience* and the pan 
year ha* *ean the production of a num¬ 
ber of new and original ballet*, tome 
derived from American folklore theme* 
The numerou* companies performing 
Modern. Spanish, and Oriental dance* 
are followed with keen public interest 
School* of ballet and dancing flourish 
all over the nation. One remarkable 
New York school formed during the last 
year, include* in iu curriculum Indian. 
Chinese, Japanese. Javanese. Hawai¬ 
ian. Syrian, Spanish, and Ameri¬ 
can Indian dancing. Studio perform¬ 
ance* with lecture* include excellent 
presentations of Oriental phtloeophy and 
symbolism. 

An eaammation of the vast held of 
artistic expression in America lead* one 
to believe that with the right ending of 
the great world struggle now in pro* 
gres*. in which we must certainly play 
an even more active part than we have 
up to the present, there will emerge a 
great renaissance of art which should 
produce work as fine a* that produced 
during great past period* and help to 
bring America to that day when all aspects 
of her life shall become infused with 
the creative fire of art —Louis James. 

THEOSOPHY IN AMERIOAi 
Today the danger that faces the whole 
world—in fact, the danger of a setback 
to the whole evolutionary process Is 
recognised and America is committed 
to aiding the forces of righteousness 
not only through a programme of 
producing armaments and supplies 
at an ever-increasing tempo, but by 
whatever means may be necessary. 
While not yet technically in the war. 
America no longer hesitates at the 
prospect of war. and public opinion is 
now prepared to support whatever pro¬ 
gramme. whatever sacrifices mav be 
necessary to insure the safety of the 
world through the defeat of rabid force* 
of aggression and attempted world coo- 
quest It is under these conditions that 
The Tbeosophical Society in America 
approaches another year of activity. 

The coarse on practical Theosophy 
for the new student prepared at Adyar 
and p re se n ting Theosophy ia modern 


terms, and based upon Dr. Arundale s 
volume. You, has been furnished in 
loose leaf instalments to every new 
member, with an invitation to each to 
become a student and to submit for cor 
reepondence comment the results of each 
lemon study. Such contacts have been 
made with 246 new member*, of whom 
61 (or 23 per cent) have become students 
in some degree One hundred and sixty- 
sis written answers have been received 
and corrected and returned with com¬ 
ment and study advice. 

In the case of the new members, the 
course presented to them is an excellent 
one The personal contact with each 
was of the most helpful and constructive 
nature. 

The fact that it was not more produc¬ 
tive of deeply interested students I think 
c*n be attributed only to the fact that 
not many are yet prepared to think and 
live deeply. Just as few who Join our 
ranks are prepared to adopt a mode of 
thought and living a little beyond the 
easy and the orthodox. 

Our membership statistics tell the same 
story. During the year 240 new mem¬ 
bers Joined the Section ; 143 member* 
were reinstated, but 4*9 became in¬ 
active. and these with 60 resignation* 
and death* and transfers caused a loss 
of 241, leaving us with J,|44 active 
members at the end of the year The 
lose by inactivity maintains the almost 
unvarying ratio of approximately IJ 
per cent of the last seven year*, the 
lowest rale of lose in the Section i 
history 

Examining membership statistics of 
the whole International Society re¬ 
cently. I noticed that in the period 
of its greatest growth it took over 
00.000 new member* to effect a net 
gain of 23.000 This shows the extent 
to which members drop out even in a 
period of substantial growth. There 
appears to be no answer to this problem, 
except a larger number of new members 
each year and therefore a larger num¬ 
ber remaining faithful and interested in 
the principle* The Society r epres e nt* 
The problem is much more difficult of 
solution in these days than in the past. 
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OrftmuliOBi of every type, those mere¬ 
ly social end interest serving u well 
as the altruistic, have (or e number oI 
years laced the problem of maintaining 
membership business and social clubs. 
Masonic and Fraternal and religious 
organisations, all are confronted by it. 
Many have given up. with the loss of 
substantial properties, overwhelmed with 
the economic problem or with the com¬ 
petition of other organisations 

When the world wide nature of the 
problem is thus recognised we perhaps 
have reason for satisfaction that The 
Theosophical Society still stands intact 
and unshaken 

We have had some success with a 
radio programme in the nature of a 
“Problem* Club.'* A sample recording 
of a semi-dramatic programme based 
upon L>r Arundale s proposal for a 
Theosophical Problems Club, was offer¬ 
ed to each of our Lodges for presents 
lion to their local radio s tat ions Of 
those who undertook to interview the 
programme directors a surprising num¬ 
ber were successful in having the pro¬ 
gramme accepted. In a doaen cities the 
programme has been put on the air. and 
in the majority of instances without 
charge for station time The pro¬ 
gramme consists of a series of thirteen 
weekly episodes in which personal pro¬ 
blems are discu s sed, with an opening 
and closing Theosophical announcement, 
and each answering the problem* pre¬ 
sented from a Theosophical viewpoint 
and with reference to Theosophy as 
frequently as a non-payment programme 
permits 

We are now eitendmg this radio 
effort through the presentation of a 
aeries of thirteen specially prepared 
talks by one of oar members in a large 
city where we have a well organised 
lxxlge, able to make the most of any 
accruing benefits to our work. 

Publicity work in other directions 
includes the piecing of 393 books in 
various public libraries, army camps, 
naval bam, prison*, etc., and in the 
libraries of some of our Lodges and 
with study groups. Besides these, and 
in addition to the 373 copies of The 
War and A/ter, placed on the vessels 

6 


of the U. S. Navy in the previous year, 
310 copies were mailed to prominent in¬ 
dividuals throughout the Nation in 
legislative positions, peace movements, 
social welfare and political and educa¬ 
tional associations, etc For much of 
this work we are indebted to sponsor¬ 
ship and contributions by individual 
members 

Ten thousand pamphlets have been 
mailed to inouirers whose names have 
come to us through various channels. 
Additional non-member borrowers have 
been added to those using the National 
Library 

The Introductory Correnpondcncc 
Coarse in Theo%of>Hy is being studied 
by a number of members under the 
direction of a correspondence teacher, 

The Ixxlgc study course based on 
The l.avi of Mann and prepared prior 
to the 1940 Convention was sent to all 
I .edges in August 1940 At least 60 
Lodges studied the course, and many 
fine comments have been sent in. One 
result has been the increase in the sale 
of the basic book—Mona, by Mot warn— 
100 copies being sold by the Tbeotoph- 
ical Press Wheaton during the year, as 
nsi one copy in the previous year, 
sales of HhagavanDas'a Science of 
Social Orgamoation tripled during the 
year 

The course in the Art of Friendship, 
discussed during the 1940 Convention, 
is now half completed, five sections 
having been distributed to the Lodges, 
Although the first part of the course 
was not sent out until the middle of 
Oct. 1940 about twenty-five Lodges and 
several isolated members ara using it 
and manv of them have written in high 
commendation of it. The remainder of 
the course it in preparation. 

A study outline on the Hutory of 
The Theosophical Society is in prep¬ 
aration and is especled to be ready for 
the new season's work. 

During the year thirty-three pages 
were added to the Handbook including 
the new section on Funeral Services. 
Work In tbe Field 

Besides these direct activities, the 
work in the field has been given all 
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possible support. Miss Ncfl has visited 
and lectured and held members meet- 
inp with 39 Lodge* Mr. Fred Werth 
has visited 32 Lodges, some ol them 
more than once, and has also visited 
lour cities in which l-odges do not exist. 

beside* these full time held workers, 
several made extensive part-time tours. 
Mis* Snodgrass visited all ol the 
north-west and FaciAc coast Lodge* 
Mr. Rogers and Mr. Fnu Runs and 
l>r. Kuhn continued their valuable work 
in the large centres, and Miss Mane 
Msquillet visited most oI the Lodges in 
Ohio and some in Michigan and New 
York Mias Amu tlenksi called on a 
number ol lodges from California to 
the hast, and Mns Jean Glen Walker 
also visited some 

While Miss Nell ha* lett us for Aus¬ 
tralia we shall add to our Field Stafl 
throughout the nett year our National 
Vice-President, Mr James S. Perkin*. 

The Theosophtcal Press lias earned 
on IU important work ol distributing 
book* and literature through Lodge* and 
private purchaaere and through com¬ 
mercial connection* Thmy hve thou¬ 
sand book* and pamphlet* have been 
distributed, not including those of the 
Publicity Department Two small publi¬ 
cations were undertaken during the 
year This department printed for dis¬ 
tribution 2.300 copies of The Clarion 
Call of the Great, compiled at Adyar. 
Thu distribution to every member was 
made possible through the generosity ol 
an individual member, 

The To-Those-Who-Mourn -Club, 
under the l eadership of Mr Wilfred 
H. Sigerson. has distributed over 15.000 
copies ol that valuable pamphlet. 

The Children s Department has been 
active in distributing the material in 
coo p eration with th# Mother's Advisory 
Group. That Group has issued a farther 
series of its splendid bulletins 

The Olcolt Foundation has received 
contribution* in the departments of 
Lecture. Poetry. Short Story. Painting, 
and Music, and the committee of Judges 
ha* made awards for a Lecture, a Poem 
and a Short Story 

The Adyar Art Project committee has 
brought to a practical and very succ e ss 


ful conclusion the project for presenting 
to Adyar an art piece in bronse repre 
tentative of the Spirit of America. 

The Refugee Fund has received dar¬ 
ing the year $1,359.28 and has made 
disbursement through various European 
channels as they have opened to the aid 
of our brethren in Helgium. in France, 
and in Poland Other remittances will 
be made from time to time ss channels 
insuring delivery become available 

The work on behalf of Theosophy for 
the blind has haen efficiently carried on 
under the leadership of Mr. F.J. Raker 
with the enthusiastic assistance of Mrs. 
Roy Snyder. 

The Theosophtcal Order of Service, 
under Captain Ragan, lias been active 
especially in some of its departments 
I have suggested to Captain Ragan that 
The Society should provide quantity 
distribution in the social hall* and re¬ 
creation rooms of all the Army camp* 
and in other way* to all of the t>efence 
Forces of the United States a special 
pamphlet suitably presenting the truths 
of Theosophy 

The Young Theosophtsts represent a 
vital department of our work It is not 
to important that these young people 
shall presently develop into leaders in 
our Lodge*, though *ome will do that, 
but it is important that every Ixdge 
shall be permeated with the spirit of 
youth, no loss than with the practical 
values of experience 

Financially The Society lias prosper 
ed during the year Behind this success 
in finance. 1 believe there lies a vital 
principle Some time ago the members 
of th* Section decided that a steadily 
deteriorating financial statu* must be 
faced and they voted to (ace it. In my 
judgment, they but invoked the Ijtw 
of Sacrifice, inevitably bringing com¬ 
mensurate results. Failure on the part 
of our members to sacrifice is the onlv 
way by which Th# Society can fail. 
Sacrifices made by our members as a 
body and by their own choice will ever 
preserve The Society, as by sacrifice the 
Uftivene is preserved 


Sidney A. Cook 
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"A Day of Infamy'* 

Auyak. 16 arc. mi 

War has overtaken the United States, 
suddenly sprung upon her by Japan. 
While conversations Here proceeding 
st Washington between Japanese diplo¬ 
mats (Admiral Nomura and Mr. Kurusu) 
and the Secretary ol State (Mr Cordell 
Hull), the Japanese warlords on 7 
December 1941 (a day designated by 
President Koosevelt as a * day of in¬ 
famy'*) stiuck without warning and 
plunged both sides of the Pacific into 
war. 

The Japanese made simultaneous at¬ 
tacks at many points, inflicting heavy loss 
at I'sari Harbour. Honolulu. Hawaii. 
Manila. Guam and Wake Island. The 
British fleet lost two battleships near 
Singapore 

After the first shock the American 
forces in the l*hilipp«oes hit back vigor¬ 
ously. sinking some Jamnese ships and 
destroying many aeroplanes 

An exchange of greetings l*tween 
President Roosevelt and the King of 
England showed conclusively that a 
still closer brotherhood in arms had now 
been established. Isolationism is dead. 
America, which so far in wonderful 
ways has supplied the war needs of the 
Allies, is now herself at war on two 
fronts, for Germany. In support of 
her partner of the Tripartite Peel, has 
also declared war oa the United States 
"It will not only be s long war. It will 
be a hard war,' said President Roose¬ 
velt tn hts fireside chat to the nation on 
9 December "The United Stales can 
accept no result save victory, final and 
complete ... Not only must the shame 
of Japanese treachery be wiped out. but 
the sources of international brutality, 
wherever they estsl. must finally be 
broken We shall need and demand 
money and materials doubled and pro¬ 
duction quadrupled .... We must 
begin the greet task before us by 
abandoning once for all the illusion that 
we can ever again isolate ourselves 
"W> may acknowledge that our ene 
mice have performed a orilliant feat of 
deception, perfectly timed and executed 
with great skill .... Modern warfare 


as conducted in the Nazi manner is a 
duty business We do not like it—we 
did not want to get in it, but we are 
tn it. and we are going to fight it with 

everything we have got. 

"The true goal we seek is far above 
and beyond the ugly field of battle 
When we resort to force, as now we 
must, we are determined that this force 
shall be directed towards the ultimate 
good as well as against the immediate 
evil. We. Americans, are not destroyers 
—we are builders " 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Theoaophy in Central America: 
The General Secretary of the Section, 
Dona Lydia Fernandez Jimfott, wsz 
re-elected for a further two years to 
May 1941. The Section lost two valued 
members during the year. Don tleri- 
betio Romero m San Salvador, and 
Dona RiU Salaar ds Aiuola in Costa 
Rica. Good nse is being made of the radio 
in the various Republics to this Section 
The Section comprises Costa Rica. El 
Salvador. Guatemala. Honduras. Nica¬ 
ragua. 1*01101110. The membership is in¬ 
creasing 

BRITISH WEST INDIES 

The recommendations of the West 
India Royal Commission ate gradually 
being implemented On 21 December 
1940 Trinidad introduced a more demo¬ 
cratic Constitution providing for the 
election of half, instead of less than one 
third, of the members of the Legislative 
Council 

The Pan American Airways' first in¬ 
ternational substratosphere air service 
between North and South America, in¬ 
augurated on 2 September 1941, with the 
streto clipper "Fiyina Cloud." makes 
Trinidad a direct link between Miami 
and Pari in Brazil 

Under the agreement between Britain 
and the United States by which naval 
ami air bases are being leased to the 
United States. Bermuda agreed on 23 
August 1941 to give the United States 
the use of the Great Sound, an area of 
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water covering five square nuke, as an 

air bate 

COSTA RICA 

A National Anti-Nan Front was form¬ 
ed in San Joe* on 23 July 1941 to sup- 
port Government action in suppressing 
Nan and Fascial activities 
A diplomatic note from Spain advis¬ 
ing the Costa Kican Government of 
Spain's assistance to Germany in the 
war against Kusaia has aroused much 
bitterness against the Franco regime 
Urging the Government to break off 
relations with Spain, the former Finance 
Minister writes : " II Spain commits 
treason against Democracy. Latin Amer¬ 
ica must he anti-Spain ** 

A Fan American Highway, attending 
from the 1‘anama border to S an Jos*, hat 
been planned as part of the defence pro 
gramme of the Western Hemisphere It 
u financed by loans from the United 
States of America. 

Theoeophy in Costa Rica: All the 
Lodges in Costa Rica are active The 
Virya Lodge is the largest, and works 
aloof many lines of social and cultural 
service lYof. R l* Meerfn is doing im¬ 
portant work by radio and in newspapers 
on national and international problems 
Senor Rogelio Sotela is working on 
cultural linas through radio talks A 

C up of members directed by Miss 
her de Mererv die Is trying to improve 
the condition of prisoners and orphans 
A group of Theoaophists in Costs 
Rica has dispatched a very heartening 
message to the Theoaophists in England 
It contains the following paragraph; 
*'We want you to feel that the English 
and the Costa Rican National Theosoph- 
•cal Societies are united, not only on 
the common ground of Theosophy and 
Service, but also on the political and in¬ 
ternational principles which, at the pres 
ant moment, have Disced England 
against the powers of oppression and 
national selfishness.** 

Young Theosophists are very active. 
They are much helped by the support of 
Frof. K McsCn. 


CUBA 

Colooel Fulgcnoo IVatisia. leader of 
the Democratic-Socialist Coalition and 
the “strong man' 1 of Cuba, who ha* 
dominated its affairs for the last seven 
years, was elected I‘resident on 4 July 
1940. with the support of the Republican 
Democratic l*srty. the liberals and the 
Conservatives. In favour of full co¬ 
operation with the United Stales and 
the Democracies, he dissolved the 
Cuban Nan 1‘arty on 24 September 
1940, and oo 30 January 1941 all totali 
tarian associations. Hags, emblems and 
propaganda were declared illegal. 

An attempt to overthrow I‘resident 
HatisU on 4 February 1941 was fore¬ 
stalled by the I “resident in person With 
swift actum he himself took over tlw 
command of the armed forces, had the 
Army and Navy chiefs arrested and re¬ 
placed, and had the Police Chiaf, who 
resigned, succeeded by s man friendly to 
the regime. In order to accomplish this 
compd Mat. I "resident Hat ista suspended 
constitutional guarantees, but restored 
these the nest day 

At tbs first Fan American Economic 
and Commence! Conference held at 
Havana, 25*24 December 1940. it was 
decided to set up special committees in 
each country lor the development of 
practical l*an American cooperation 
Tbs establishment of national nutrition 
bureaus was also urged as a means of 
ascertaining the best diet for each country 
and for the working of research pro¬ 
grammes in the problems of teaching, 
food, chemistry, nutrition, housing, and 
health. 

In the event of the United States be¬ 
coming involved in war. Colooel Uatista 
long ago promised that, sharing her 
ideals of justice, liberty and democracy, 
Cuba would staunchly stand by her 
side After an important meeting of 
the Cabinet and the political leaders of 
the House and the Senate on II October 
1941 the I “resident declared that owing 
to the danger of the war estending. 
Cuba would immediately abandon her 
•tnct neutrality, and be asked for im¬ 
mediate spec ial legislation covering new 
defence plans which were necessary to 
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supplement the inadequate local prepara¬ 
tions. 

Theosophy in Cuba The Centre 
at Cindamar is growing, the work con¬ 
tinues and yonng Theoeophtats are 
active, a monthly maganne. JuxtntuJ 
TfOMortca, is published 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Considerable progress has been made 
in the work of colonisation by refugees 
The project, which cover* some To,000 
acres, has already 300 European refu¬ 
gees settled in agricultural pursuits A 
further 1000 were eapectcd during the 
course of 1941. 

Large credits for the construction of 
the Dominican section of the Pan 
American Highway and the plans con¬ 
nected with it were granted by the 
I'nited States in December 1940 

GUATEMALA 

Under Senor Jorge Ubtco. 1‘rssidml 
in his ninth year, the national debt has 
been reduced by 30 per cent, currency 
is 100 per cent covered by gold, and 
American Indians have been guaranteed 
property rights and have their own 
courts and uniforms 

Theoeophv In Ouatemala : A new 
l.odge, named after Knshnaji, has been 
founded In ijoetcaltenango. with the 
assistance of members of the Koot 
Hoomi Lodge. All the I-odges much en¬ 
joyed the visit of Don Salvador Sendrm. 

NICARAGUA 

A roast toonast road is being construct¬ 
ed between the Caribbean Sea and the 
I‘an Ac Ocean for facilitating rapid 
communication between the two sea 
boards, and for the opening up of un¬ 
developed country. United Stales loans 
finance the project 

Theosophy in Nicaragua: Two 
lodges are engaged in the work of 
humane societies. Kruhnamurti lodge 
publishes a small journal, and has is¬ 
sued a new edition of Concentration by 
Ernest Wood The General Secretary 
reports eight new member* 
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PANAMA 

The war has caused a great decline in 
European shipping passing through the 
Manama Canal, with a consequent lorn 
in tolls and cargo handled, though this 
has been offset somewhat by an increase 
in American tonnage The establish¬ 
ment by I “an-American Airways of a 
tri-weekly non-stop clipper service from 
Miami to the !*anama Canal Zone has 
increased the air traffic. 

" Panama for the Panamanians " has 
been the slogan of President Arias, who 
seventeen days alter his inauguration on 
1 October 1940 presented a Hill of Re¬ 
forms to remake the Constitution. The 
Hill was approved on 22 November. The 
changes include the disfranchisement of 
all noo-Spanish-speaking Negroes, pro¬ 
hibition of further immigration of Asiat¬ 
ics and Africans, tbs increase of the 
I‘residential term (ram low to su year*, 
and the granting of certain presidential 
powers in cases of emergency. In the 
beginning of July a pitched battle took 
place between the police and German 
colonists, who were operating a secret 
radio station near the Costa Rican 
frontier Twelve Germans were killed. 

A comp J et.it on t October 1941. 
during the temporary absence of Presi¬ 
dent Arias in Cuba, set up an all party 
Government under the former Minister 
of Justice. Ricardo Adolfo de la Guardia. 
The Mayor of 1‘anama City and other 
leading officials were arrested, but 
several new decrees seem to show that 
a move towards democracy is indicated 
rather than towards totalitarianism. 

Theosophy in Panama The en¬ 
thusiastic Lus l-odgr has more than 
doubled its membership this year and 
suit is not satisfied The members have 
greatly improved the Library 

PUERTO RICO 

Theosophy in Puerto Rico : The 

Section, directed by its Geoend Secre¬ 
tary. Mr. A. I. Hard, specialties in 
13-minute radio broadcasts twice a 
month, giving publicity to the views of 
Theosophical leaders on the War and 
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World Reconstruction. Members are 
studying Reconstruction topics under 
the general title '* Peace and After.” 

SOUTH AMERICA 
ARGENTINA 

An impending Cabinet crisis over a 
"land scandal" connected with the War 
Ministry resulted in President Orti* 
tendering his resignation on 22 August 
1940. but popular demonstrations and 
the refusal of the Argentine Congress to 
accept it. induced him to continue in 
office. A Coalition Cabinet, with greater 
leanings to the right, came into being 
on 2 September 1940, 

Of all South American countries the 
Argentine has been the most determin¬ 
edly neutral, neither impounding Axis 
ships, nor offering the United States 
any naval or air bases. It is all the 
more significant, therefore, that in July 
1941 she should have had to raid the 
German Embassy, m which the head- 
quartern of the Naxi Htrty was situated, 
in the presence of a Federal Judge ; and 
that since then all German cultural 
centres have been dissolved and the 
legal standing of German Chambers of 
Commerce withdrawn. Two months 
earlier a ban was placed on the presence 
of all belligerent submarines in Argentine 
waters, except for humanitarian reasons. 

In October 1940 a five-year rearma¬ 
ment plan was begun which includes 
the modernization of the Fleet and the 
doubling of the Air Force. The equip¬ 
ment is to come from the United States 

The first Argentine Oversea Shipping 
Company was formed early in 1941 
following on the recommendations of a 
Government Commission appointed in 
January, which emphasised the need 
for an Argentine Mercantile Marine 
in view of the disorganization of foreign 
flipping. The purchase of ships and 
the subsidizing of building yards and 
existing steamship lines was also recom¬ 
mended . 

A National Colonization Law. the 
first measure of its kind in Argentine 
history, was approved in October 1940, 
with the object of colonizing the frontier 


regions of the Chaco, west of the Andes, 
and southwards to Patagonia. A recla¬ 
mation programme coating 100,000.000 
pesos (|23,200.000) was put into 
operation, and a National Agrarian 
Council will settle thousands of families 
in these regions. The general aim is to 
ensure a domestic social fabric by 
making agricultural Argentina a nation 
of many small farmers rather than of a 
few large-scale haciendados. Rural 
colonies will be established not more 
than 20 miles from a railway, market, 
or port, and a number of foreigners 
will be accepted as colonists or separate 
holders, the numbers for each colony to 
be regulated by percentage 

Owing to illness and failing eyesight 
President Ortiz has been in retirement 
most of the year, the Presidential 
duties being performed by his deputy. 
Sr. Castillo. 

A legislative boycott maintained by 
the Radical Party since 13 January 1941, 
rendered all legislative functions com¬ 
pletely inactive, and on 25 April 1941 
Acting President Sr. Castillo announced 
his decision to act by decree. 

As in other American countries, the 
ties of Argentina with the rest of 
the Western Hemisphere have been 
drawn closer by the waritn Europe and 
Asia. The visit of General Mohr and 
other high Army officers to the United 
Stales led to a better comprehension of 
I*an-American problems, and agree¬ 
ments with Bolivia regarding rail and 
river commerce and with Paraguay on 
the dredging of the i*arana River were 
successfully concluded. 

Theosophy in Argentina: The 

establishment of the Annie llesant Cen 
tre in Rosario, first proposed in 1937, 
has become a very vital reality. Many 
members are giving their time, help, and 
money. The study of music, Spanish 
and English has taken first place in 
an attempt to link together those who 
desire to propagate Theosophy. 

BRAZIL 

Both in the East and in the West of 
this great territory - as large as 
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Europe minus Russia—Brazil is hum¬ 
ming with life and activity. Every¬ 
where the material improvement of the 
country is going on rapidly. The 
eastern seaboard is being intensively 
industrialized with new roads, new 
factories, new housing projects every¬ 
where. The Minister of Agriculture 
stated in December 1940 that the 
agricultural production of Brazil had 
doubled in the past ten years. 

A vigorous social programme ac¬ 
companies this national works expan¬ 
sion, ranging Brazil amongst the most 
advancod of the South American re¬ 
publics. Modern social legislation is 
enforced in all urban communities, and 
great interest is shown in labour prob¬ 
lems. 

In the autumn of 1940 the President, 
for the first time in history, visited the 
"Far West" of the country in order to 
dedicate the new capital of the State of 
Goyas—Goyanna a city built to order 
with all the latest modern devices of 
city planning. 

Although one of the world's richest 
nations in mineral and agricultural 
resources, only a very small part of 
Brazil's territory is as yet developed. 
Eighty per cent of it is suitable for 
cultivation, and. possessing all climates 
except the polar, she is able to grow an 
almost unlimited range of produce, with 
a corresponding range of industrial 
potentiality. 

Brazilian scientists are keening pare 
with this expansion, and they have 
produced an excellent plastic material, 
with good insulating qualities, from the 
raw coffee which during the last decade 
has been dumped into the sea by mil¬ 
lions of pounds in order to keep up the 
price level. The plastic is satisfactory 
as a floor and a wall covering. A 
factory at San Paolo is producing it in 
quantity which will help to bring back 
prosperity to many coffee-growing 
districts. 

Possessing one of the world's greatest 
supplies of iron ore. Brazil inaugurated 
her steel industry on 9 April 1941. with 
the establishment of the National Steel 
Company. Plans for the construction 


of a huge plant in the State of Rio 
Grande do Sul arc well under way. 

The economic development of the 
Amazon hasm is al*o under considera¬ 
tion. In January 1941 President Vargas 
called a Conference of Amazonian na¬ 
tions to discuss its possibilities. 

The leadership of IVcsident Vargas 
in uniting the 21 States of this huge 
territory into one national programme 
is proving highly beneficial. While 
there is no free press nor free public 
discussion, he has instituted a strong 
programme of justice for labour and for 
national interests, limiting foreign ex¬ 
ploitation and shutting down Nazi 
activities. 

In January 1941 a Ministry of Avia¬ 
tion was created to replace the Army, 
Naval, and Civil Aeronautics Depart¬ 
ment ; in February the export outside 
the Americas of a wide range of essen¬ 
tial materials was controlled, and in 
March a Maritime Commission was 
formed to coordinate Brazilian shipping. 
The Commission is financed by Govern¬ 
ment grants and by a charge on all mer¬ 
chandise entering or leaving Brazilian 
ports. 

The first Trans-American sub-strato¬ 
sphere air service has brought Rio do 
Janeiro's 6000 miles of distance within 
30 flying hours (3 days) of Miami, and 
includes Pari in the route. The loss 
of valuable markets in Europe as a 
result of the war blockade has given 
rise to a movement of closer co-o pc ra¬ 
ti on and economic relations with all 
other American States. This movement 
ia vigorously supported by Dr. Oswaldo 
Aranha, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
who is an outstanding advocate of Pan- 
Americanism and does much to hold 
Brazil steady on a democratic course. 

Devastating floods in the State of Rio 
Grande do Sul in May 1941 rendered 
sixty thousand people homeless and 
destitute and did immense damage in 
the towns of Porte Alegre and San 
Jeronimo 

The people of Brazil are firmly set 
upon the road of democracy Open to 
all true and generous ideals, their lean¬ 
ing is especially towards Greatness and 
Beauty, two wings which are helping 
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the Nation to rise to a leading place in 
the new world order. 

Theosophy in Brasil : The Section 
is stronger. Five Theosophical books 
were reprinted during the year. The 
Association for Animal Protection, 
under the auspices of the Theosophies! 
Order of Sen-ice, is flourishing with 
about 600 members. Youth movements 
are strong throughout the Section 

Headquarters celebrated all the great 
Theoaophical Pays, also Universal 
Brotherhood Day, when speakers stress¬ 
ed the First Object. A Peace Com¬ 
mittee has been formed as recommended 
by the Peace and Reconstruction De¬ 
partment, Adyar. 


CHILE 

Owing to a very large German colony 
in Chile, second in sice only to that of 
Brazil, the Fifth Column is a great dan¬ 
ger in this country. The Popular Socialist 
Vanguard Party is Nazi in doctrine, and 
the new Partido National Fascihu, with 
a swastika flag as an insignia, is openly 
and strictly Fascist. Closely allied with 
these is a strong Communist I*arty which 
appears to have plenty of funds for 
propaganda 

A demand to expel the Communists 
from the Popular Front Party was re¬ 
jected on 20 December 1940. and though 
a Bill was passed in the Chamber that 
month outlawing the Communist Party' 
it was finally vetoed by IVesident Aguirre 
Cerda on 21 February 1941. 

There has been growing tension be¬ 
tween the Popular Front Government 
and the Rightist Opposition ; disunity in 
the Popular Front led to a breakdown 
of party general elections in March 1941, 
Socialists holding the balance between 
Left and Right. 

In spite of so much Nazi-Fascist senti¬ 
ment in Chile the representative press 
in Chile has been, and still is. anti-Nazi, 
and the intelligent and responsible public 
are steadfastly pro-Ally and anti-totali¬ 
tarian. In January the Government 
demanded the recall of the German 
Consul-General in Valparaiso, who had 
been convicted of the issue of false 
passports 


The dearth of ships led to the recom¬ 
mendation by a Commission in January 
1941 for the creation of an autonomous 
National Mercantile Marine, the estab¬ 
lishment of shipyards and the organi¬ 
zation of coastwise traffic. In February 
interned Danish ships were taken over, 
compensation to owners and the return 
of the ships being promised after the 
war. 

Relations with other American States 
are cordial. A Chilean-Bolivian Non- 
Aggression Pact was signed at lot Paz 
on 16 January 1941, and a Treaty of 
Mutual Defence with Peru on 8 Feb¬ 
ruary in Lima, "in defence of the 
South American Pacific.” A direct 
Trans-Andine Air Sen-ice has recently 
been established by Pan-American Air¬ 
ways, connecting Chile with Buenos 
Aires, Argentina Relations with Mexico 
are increasingly friendly and a delega¬ 
tion of 300 went in a cruiser to attend 
the inauguration of President Avilo 
Camacho in Mexico City on I Decem¬ 
ber 1940. 

Chile is the most democratic of the 
Sooth American countries . the press is 
free, and there is open discussion of all 
kinds of social and political questions. 
Ihogressive people from all over the 
world arc welcomed. Some 3000 refu¬ 
gees from Loyalist Spain have been 
arriving during the last year, and al¬ 
most all base found work to suit them. 

Theosophy in Chile is active in 

seven Lodges, specially in Santiago and 
Valparaiso. 


COLOMBIA 

A frontier dispute which had lasted 
for 110 years has this year been finally 
settled. On April 6 the lYesidents of 
Colombia and Venezuela, Dr. Eduardo 
Santos and General Contreras, met on 
the International Bridge across the 
Tachira River, near the frontier town 
of Cucuta, and signed an agreed settle¬ 
ment of all the problems involved, 
including non-aggression. The recti¬ 
fication bv the Congresses of both coun¬ 
tries was done in record time. 
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The Presidential and Senatorial per¬ 
iods have been extended from 4 to 6 
years in order to give the Presidents 
more time to develop their programmes. 

The education of all classes has 
had a great impulse given to it, since 
the Liberal Party came into power ten 
years ago. 

Owing to innumerable good factors the 
country is suffering but little from the 
war. Colombia is the second largest 
exporter of gold, coffee, oil and bananas. 

Theosophy in Colombia: Colom¬ 
bia has ten Lodges with active members 
and the work is proceeding vigorously 
in spite of difficulties. Giordano Lodge 
has passed a resolution " to work to the 
measure of our capacity for the good 
of humanity.*’ 

Scnor Alfonso Tavera. a member of 
Blavatsky Lodge. Bogota, is at present 
in Madras, (residing at Adyar) as Consul- 
General for Colombia; it is the first 
time that the Republic of Colombia has 
appointed a Consul-General in India. 

The Section takes great interest in 
education and in art, and has been 
active in the translation of Theosophical 
works into Spanish, notably those by 
l>r. Hesant and Mr. Jinarajadasa. 

PARAGUAY 

I'araguay's energetic President. Gen¬ 
eral Jose Felix Estigarnbia. was killed in 
an air crash on 7 September 1940. He 
was succeeded by the War Minister. 
General Higinio Morinigo. as the 
Provisional President, who. on assum¬ 
ing full powers on 7 December 1940. 
miule some changes in the Ministry, and 
entrusted the key posts in the Govern¬ 
ment to Army men. 

During the visit of the Foreign Minis¬ 
ter to Montexideo late in 1940 he was 
presented with the original manuscript 
of the Paraguayan national anthem, 
which had for many yean been in the 
National Library in Montevideo, Uru¬ 
guay, with a gracious request to take it 
back to the country which had inspired 
it. During the State visit of (’resident 
Vargas of Brazil to Paraguay, a Pact of 
Friendship was signed between the two 


countries at Asuncion on 3 August 1941, 
providing for various privileges and 
concessions. 

PERU 

The revival of a 110*year old dispute 
(which first arose when Ecuador broke 
away from the Republic of Colombia) 
led to some fierce fighting. Peru alleging 
that a frontier post had been attacked. 
Both Chile and Argentina offered media¬ 
tion on 8-9 July 1941, after which an 
amicable solution was reached 

On 21 December 1940 the Italian- 
owned Caprioni airplane factory at Lima 
was expropriated and the Italian mis¬ 
sion's contract for the training of Peru¬ 
vian military aviators was cancelled. 

The Lufthansa's license for flying in 
Peru was withdrawn on 13 January 1941 
owing to their breaking of an agreement 
not to fly over the Peruvian-Ecuadorian 
frontier. 

The Security law of 16 March pro¬ 
hibited the advocacy of any systems of 
government opposed to the principles of 
liberty and democracy. 

There is much poverty in I’eru. 
Starvation has driven many despairing 
poor to start digging out the prehistoric 
graves in the district J00 miles south of 
I-ima. and this lias resulted in the de¬ 
struction and dispersal of archeological 
treasures of the highest value. 

URUGUAY 

Uruguay has suffered, with Mexico 
and I*anama. most overtly from the 
intrigues of Nazi propaganda. In¬ 
tensive press campaigns were conducted 
by the press attar hi of the German 
Legation, which seriously influenced the 
Uruguayan press. The intrigues led 
to the imprisonment on 22 September 
1940 of eight German leaders on charges 
of plotting against the nation. The dis¬ 
covery of these dangerous Fifth Column 
activities was largely due to a young 
professor at the University of Monte¬ 
video, Sr. Fernandez Artuico. 

A joint Argentina-Uruguayan Defence 
Agreement was entered into on 14 De¬ 
cember 1940, under which Argentina as¬ 
sists Uruguay to build defence bases on 
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the River Plate The liases are placed at 
the disposal of both countries, with the 
right of other American republics to use 
them as well. 

Many delegations attended the Re- 

? ional Conference of the River Plate 
tates held at Montevideo at the end of 
January 1941 to consider problems of 
all these countries in the spirit of Pan- 
American collaboration. Reciprocal 
treaties were negotiated to satisfy Boliv¬ 
ian and Paraguayan needs for a trade 
outlet to the sea. 

A proposal for a policy of " construc¬ 
tive and practical co-operation" in the 
defence of the Americas was put forward 
by the Government of Uruguay in June 
1941, under which all American Repub¬ 
lics bind themselves not to "treat as bel¬ 
ligerent any American country which, in 
the defence of its own rights, should find 
itself in a state of war with nations of 
other continents." They will instead 
act as benevolent neutrals towards a 
warring American country and will per¬ 
mit it to use their harbours, airfields 
and other facilities during war This 
proposal was accepted by the United 
States in a memorandum addressed to 
Uruguay on 3 July and published in 
Montevideo and Washington. 

Theosophy In Uruguay : The col¬ 
laboration of a group of enthusiastic 
members, including some Young Theoa- 
ophists, has made possible the regular 
appearance of the Section Journal, 
Rcvista. which is sent to National 
Presidents, Ministers, libraries, and 
newspapers "inside and outside the 
country." A "social pulpit" at Head¬ 
quarters for lectures bv contemporary 
poets, scientists, and educators attracts 
large audiences. 

VENEZUELA 

The discovery near Valencia, in 
Venezuela, of what may be the richest 
mercury deposit on earth comes at a 
time when mercury is being listed as 
one of the deficient strategic minerals 
by the countries at war. Assays showed 
3 to 17 per cent pure mercury, while 
0.3 to 0.5 per cent mercury is already 


considered sufficiently payable for min¬ 
ing. As an essential war mineral it is 
used in the manufacture of fulminate 
for detonating high explosives and in 
anti-fouling paint for ships' bottoms 
Venezuela has become the world's third 
greatest producer of oil and has much 
gold, diamonds and iron still undevel¬ 
oped. 

On 28 April 1941 General Isaias 
Medina, formerly Minister of War and 
Aviation, was elected President in suc¬ 
cession to General Lopez Contreras, 
who had given the nation a good Re¬ 
formist Government and had left it 
with neither internal nor external debt. 


PAN-AMERICA 

An Inter-American Convention for 
Nature ITolection signed by 21 South 
American Republics envisages the crea¬ 
tion of national parks for the protection 
of migratory birds and all rare and 
vanishing creatures Places of beauty 
and historic interest will remain un¬ 
touched The Convention was ratified 
bv the United Slates on 12 May 1941. 

With the declaration of War by Japan 
on the United States of America, the 
whole of Central and South America 
have also come in definitely on the 
side of the Allies, Argentina remaining 
neutral, as the only exception. 

AUSTRALASIA 


AUSTRALIA 

Australia's war effort has far out¬ 
stripped anything thought possible at 
the beginning of the struggle. The 
exnansion of the fighting forces and of 
industry has gone forward with un¬ 
precedented rapidity and resolution. 
Domestic production is being cut to the 
bone, war profits slashed, strikes curbed 
and thousands of men are being weeded 
out of reserved industries. A Women's 
Home Array is being established with 
the object of releasing men from work 
which can be done by women, and 
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women are being conscripted tor nurs¬ 
ing and factory work. Hans lor the 
formation of a woman's auxiliary of the 
K. A. A. F. were announced as far back 
as 23 February 1941. Australia's de¬ 
pendence on transport it being more and 
more realized, and shortage of shipping 
is having a severe effect on her frozen 
meat trade. Transport has therefore 
been placed on an emergency basis and 
ships are being requisitioned. 

Out of a total population of only seven 
million some bOO.OOO workers have been 
absorbed into the war services; well 
over 100,000 have joined the Australian 
Imperial Forces and 230,000 are serving 
in the Home Guard. 

Four great munition factories are 
being built and equipped in Victoria, 
South Australia, New South Wales and 
Queensland at a cost of Il3.000.000. 
Armament of all kinds, from rifles and 
guns to tanks, planes and armoured 
vehicles, are being produced in such 
quantities that the large armoured 
force recently sent to Singapore was 
completely equipped from Australia's 
own lactones. At the same time she is 
able to export huge quantities to Britain, 
India, Africa, and other countries of 
the Indo-Uritish Commonwealth. 

Every section of the community is 
co-operating in an all-in war effort, and 
Australian industrialists and business¬ 
men, untrammelled by outworn ideas 
and prejudices, are constantly on the 
look-out for new openings. 

Additional shipyards are working over* 
lime . Darwin and Fort Moresby have 
been equipped as naval and air bases, 
and an entirely voluntary and honorary 
auxilary Naval Fatrol will replace the 
existing scheme for the patrolling of 
Australia's coastline. 

Collaboration with India as one of the 
countries of the Eastern Supply Group 
gives promise of yet wider co-operation 
in times to come. 

Owing to the enormous burden of war 
expenditure, internal lean expenditure 
and public works are being reduced to a 
minimum for the remainder of the war. 

The rejection by Labour on 12 July 
1940 of Mr. Menzies' offer to form a 
National Government necessitated an 


election in order to receive a clear man¬ 
date. In his election policy spoech, on 
2 September 1940, Mr. Menzies said : 
“The Government ranges itself behind 
the brave, inspiring policy of Mr. 
Churchdl." On 28 October a Coalition 
Government was formed with the Coun¬ 
try Party, and an Advisory National 
War Council was formed the same day. 

A Stabilization and Drought Relief 
Flan was announced by the Common¬ 
wealth Government, repayable within 
seven years by the Slates sharing the 
interest burden. 

Scrap-iron and steel exports, the bulk 
of which went to Japan, were prohibited 
on 10 December. 

In January 1941 several broadcasting 
stations were suspended under the Na¬ 
tional Security Regulations. 

The American Naval Squadron which 
visited Australian ports in March 1941 
everywhere met with an enthusiastic 
welcome. 

Mr. Menzies. when Frime Minister, 
spent much of the year in the Middle 
East and in Britain, where bis presence 
was of the utmost value. He arrived 
back in Sydney on 24 May after visiting 
the U.S.A. and New Zealand. 

The Australians, who had already 
made an undying name for themselves 
in the North African campaign under 
General Wavell, again went into action 
in Greece and Crete. They bore the 
heaviest brunt of the German onslaught 
in North Greece in April 1941, and 
Thermopylae Fasa, already famous in 
history, was the scene of most heroic 
lighting by Anzac troops w ho held the 
enemy for a considerable time though 
outnumbered by 10 to 1. 

The casualties were heavy, but, as 
Mr. Menzies broadcast from lxmdon on 
2J April, the Australian “decision to 
go to the aid of Greece had been taken 
after full consultation between Britain 
and the Dominion Governments . . . 
we wrere bound to take risks in a great 
cause.'' 

In August 1941 Mr. Menzies, Hime 
Minister since 1936, handed in his resig¬ 
nation to the Governor-General, stand¬ 
ing “aside lest national unity should 
suffer from party dissension." He 
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retained, however, the leadership of the 
United Australian Party. Mr. A. W. 
I'adden was sworn in as Premier, but 
his Government was defeated on a 
Labour motion, amounting to a vote of 
censure, on 2 October 1941. His Cabi¬ 
net resigned, but the Government 
parties decided against a general election 
and preferred to hand over power to 
Labour, under Mr. Curtin. 

In spite of the nation's wholehearted 
immersion in war production plans, 
post-war reconstruction is not being 
neglected The l*remier of New South 
Wales disclosed schemes for a huge 
programme of State-wide water con¬ 
servation which will be of the greatest 
importance after the war. A 15-year 
plan for harnessing the waterpower of 
the whole south-west portion and most of 
the north-west of the State is designed 
to open up the country for settlement to 
an almost unlimited extent. 

The war in the !*acific, which broke 
out on 7 December with Japan's sudden 
attack on the U. S. A. has greatly in¬ 
creased Australia's danger. All war mea¬ 
sures have been tightened up. The loss 
of H, M. A. S Sydney was a heavy blow. 

Theosophy in Australia: The four 
radio sessions each week, over 2GD 
Sydney, on Theosophical subjects, con¬ 
tinue to stimulate public opinion The 
innovation of a study class for the public 
on Meditation by Blavatsky lodge. 
Sydney, met with unexpected response, 
over 50 people taking part in it. 

Mr. Geoffrey Hod ton's lectures on 
“War and the Life after Death" drew 
very large audiences Mr. C. Jinaraja- 
dasa. on a brief visit from Adyar, was 
in the chair for a lecture by Mr. Hodaon 
in the Sydney Town Hall and contrib¬ 
uted a short talk which was much 
appreciated 

In Berth the Lodge specializes in 
work among the young people, stimulat¬ 
ing their artistic appreciation of the 
truly beautiful whether in music, danc¬ 
ing or the drama, through the means of 
the Fateh Theatre Guild. The mem¬ 
bers of this Guild gave a delightful item 
in interpretative dancing at a conference 
of the four Western Australian lodges. 


At the 45th Annual Convention, held 
at Easter in Adelaide (for the first time 
in 30 years), Mr. K. Litchfield was 
re-elected General Secretary. 

Members of the Theosophical Order 
of Service distribute their energies be¬ 
tween war work of various kinds, the 
Hush Nursing Association, the Women's 
Shelter, and the City Missions. 

NEW ZEALAND 

War activities ov ershadow everything 
else. The freedom of the seas—thanks 
to the strength and the great and glori¬ 
ous spirit of the British Navy—is still 
ours, and New Zealand lacks for little 
except luxuries she can easily do with¬ 
out. and the necessarily restricted war 
materials more essential for England 
than for New Zealand. 

New Zealand is quietly and deter¬ 
minedly playing her part in every direc¬ 
tion, whether in quantity or quality of 
man-power, or in production of food¬ 
stuffs, in industry, or in individual and 
collective effort. 

During the year. General Frey berg, 
who won his V. C. in France and dis¬ 
tinguished himself so brilliantly at Gallip¬ 
oli in 1916, was appointed to the su¬ 
preme control of the New Zealand Forces 
to the Near East. 

The New Zealand soldiers had a gruel¬ 
ling time in Greece and distinguished 
themselves particularly at Mt. Olympus, 
and later in Crete, where a small party 
were honoured by being appointed to 
escort the King of Greece across the 
Island to safety. 

In spue of continuous bombardment 
from the air. General Freyberg skilfully 
managed the evacuation of the greater 
part of his troops, both from Greece 
and Crete, with the magnificent help of 
the Navy. 

The Maori battalions came in for 
very special mention in dispatches and 
valiantly upheld the magnificent fight¬ 
ing traditions of their race. New Zea¬ 
land is proud of them. 

The new Governor-General. Sir Cyri- 
Newall. late Chief of the Royal Air 
Force, arrived in New Zealand on 22 
February 1941. Although the ordinary 



A WORLD SURVEY 


81 


citizen hears little of the inside delibera¬ 
tions of the War Cabinet, his brilliant 
leadership of the K. A. F. makes his 
advice of inestimable value. 

The Prime Minister. Rt. Hon. P. 
Fraser, upon the invitation of the British 
War Cabinet, visited England for con¬ 
ference with the Empire War Cabinet, 
and also spent some time in Egypt with 
the troops overseas. Leaving England, 
he visited America on his return journey. 
His experience is proving the value of 
personal and intimate contact and dis¬ 
cussion of vital affairs with the leading 
men of llritain and America. 

New Zealand has always been in the 
forefront with social legislation, and this 
year free medical service in maternity 
cases has been made universal by the 
enactment of legislation giving all citi¬ 
zens free medical services, the physi¬ 
cians to be recompensed by the Social 
Security Department, which, in turn, is 
to collect a tax on all incomes. Thus 
the burden of sickness will be borne by 
the whole community, instead of by the 
sufferers alone. 

The passing of the Crimes Amend¬ 
ment Ddi, introduced by the Rt. Hon. 
ii O. R. Mason, is an important for¬ 
ward step in the legislation of the coun¬ 
try. It abolishes the death penalty and 
punishment by flogging. 

In addition to the supply of free milk 
to schools, tens of thousands of cases of 
apples were distributed free to school 
children during 1941. 

At a by-clection. a second woman 
member was added to the present parlia¬ 
ment, winning her seat against the op¬ 
position of three men. 

Tho Government and the people of 
New Zealand are with the Empire to the 
last man, in their determination to fight 
to the finish to put an end to the frightful 
menace which overshadows the world. 

Theosophy in New Zealand: 

There has been a fine opportunity for 
the spread of Theosophical thought in 
New Zealand through the visit of Mr. 
Geoffrey Hod son in 1941. His lucid 
exposition of the Ancient Wisdom has 
drawn large audiences throughout the 
country. He was invited to address the 


girls and boys of some of the best 
schools and colleges and has spoken to 
many outside societies. 

An important new activity in the 
Section is the Theosophical Women's 
Association which was formed in Well¬ 
ington in May 1940 and is gradually 
spreading through the Lodges There 
is inspiration in the movement: it is 
probably part of the general world 
move of womanhood towards the plan¬ 
ning of a better age The aim of the 
Association is to raise the status of 
women and to study their environment: 
to relate the truths of the Ancient Wis¬ 
dom to the problems of peace and re¬ 
construction, and to go out into women's 
movements as Theoxophisla, with the 
inessago Theosophy has to give. Many 
members of the Association are active 
in public life and have useful contacts. 

The year 1941 saw the passing away 
of Miss Ldian Edger who was the first 
General Secretary in New Zealand. The 
Society owes much to the early founda¬ 
tions she laid for the work. Most of Miss 
Edger's life was spent in India where 
she went with Colonel Olcott to give 
the Adyar Convention lectures in 1897. 

The New Zealand Section owns a 
valuable School property at Epsom in 
Auckland and is making a successful 
experiment in education. Round the 
School a small community of members 
has grown up and some of the chief 
officers of the Section have their homes 
in it. 

The Section journal. Theosophy m 
New Zealand, is sent free to ail mem¬ 
bers and has been useful in keeping 
members well informed both as regards 
activities in their own Section and those 
of the larger Sections of the Internation¬ 
al Society. It maintains a high tone 
and many letters of appreciation have 
been received from other countries, as 
well as from New Zealand members. 

Many of our young men arc away on 
active service overseas and some have 
fought in Greece and Crete. They are 
missed in the Lodges but The Society is 
honoured by their service in the great 
conflict. 

The General Secretary, Miss E. Hunt, 
and the National Lecturer, Mr. H. H. 
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Banks. ha\e toured the Lodges of the 
Section in 1941. and this, together with 
the visit of Mr. Hodson. has given a 
a good impetus to the work. 

EAST ASIA 

BURMA 

A further step in the recognition of 
Burmese nationhood within the frame¬ 
work of the British Commonwealth was 
marked when on JO March 1941 the new 
national Flag of Burma—a blue ensign 
bearing the national emblem of "a 
peacock in his pride proper'' in colours 
on a circular gold background—was 
hoisted at Rangoon. 

The ITemier, L Saw. visited London 
in October-Noi ember 1941 on a Good¬ 
will Mission and interviewed high 
authorities, including the Secretary of 
Stale, hoping to take back the promise 
of Dominion Status for Burma, but all 
he achieved was to be shown the prom¬ 
ise and reservations of the August 1940 
Declaration •the same Declaration to 
which Mr. Churchill referred India on 
the subject of the Atlantic Charter. 

As the war spreads in the East the 
strategical position of Burma grows 
more important as one of tlie eastern 
bulwarks in the defence of India. 
Although Burma has no heavy indus¬ 
tries owing to lack of iron and coal, she 
plays an important part in the production 
of war minerals, such as petroleum (for 
aviation spirit), lead, tin ore. sine, cop* 
per, nickel, precious stones (for preci¬ 
sion work) and tungsten (wolfram) 
necessary for the production of high¬ 
speed steel. She is building a number 
of small vessels. While she has sent 
donations to numerous funds, a great 
effort went into collecting over £250.000 
for the K.A.F., resulting in the famous 
Burma Fighter Squadron which has 
won renown over the Channel and in 
the recent air offensive over Europe. 

Ties with her neighbour China are 
constantly being drawn closer, and on 
I April 1941 Mr Amery. Secretary for 
Burma, stated in the House of Com¬ 
mons that the Burmese and Chinese 


railways would be linked up by a line 
from Lashio to the Chinese frontier. 

With a view to further cementing 
Sino-Burmese cultural relations. Pro¬ 
fessor Hsu. from Chungking, delivered 
a series of lectures on chemistry at Jud- 
son College, Rangoon. 

The Japanese declaration of war on 
Britain and the U.S.A. has brought 
Burma into the war zone. The Japanese, 
from Northern Malaya, have penetrated 
into Burma and Victoria Point has had 
to be evacuated. The situation is ren¬ 
dered more difficult by the Japanese 
Thai agreement which promises help to 
Japan. 

Theosophy in Burma: The new 
extension of the Boys’ High School. 
Rangoon, under the Burma Educational 
Trust was completed at a cost of about 
Rs. 30,000, while a building programme 
for the Girls' High School is also under 
way. The Burma Educational Trust 
Schools in Rangoon have a strength of 
1,200 students. The Section has done 
useful propaganda, and distributed 3.000 
copies of The Smaller Huddhist Cate¬ 
chism. chiefly in the schools, where 30 
students are using it as a textbook for 
religious instruction. 

The very active Rangoon Youth 
lodge with 33 members has co-operated 
in every way. 

CEYLON 

The deterioration of Indian-Ceylonese 
relations, which, with many ups and 
downs, has steadily developed during 
the last three years, has. it is hoped, now 
been halted by the Agreement reached 
at the Conference in September-October 
1941. A similar Conference in October 
1940 failed to settle the labour dispute 
between the two countries, and had pre¬ 
vented the conclusion of further trade 
agteements. 

Confronted with the problem of ever¬ 
growing unemployment, and of com pet i- 
tion from Indians, the cry for the coun¬ 
try's self-containment spread, and the 
Ceylon Government planned for a sub¬ 
stantial reduction of the resident Indian 
population. A policy of voluntary re¬ 
patriation was brought into force, 
followed by anti-Indian legislative 
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measures early in 1941. designed to limit 
the enfranchisement of Indians in 
Ceylon and to restrict their business 
activities. 

The growing desire of both countries 
to find a reasonable compromise came 
to a fruitful conclusion at the October 
Conference, when the Ceylon Govern¬ 
ment conceded various difficult points. 
The wise leader of the Indian delega¬ 
tion. Sir Cirja Shankar llajpai, was 
ably assisted by his unofficial colleagues 
of wide experience in South Indian 
labour affairs. The attitude of the 
Governor of Ceylon was very helpful in 
this connection, as was that of Sir Zia- 
ud-Din. who remarked in the Ceylon As¬ 
sembly that the privileges of Cevlonese 
in India were greater than those of 
Indians in Ceylon. The proposals that 
now await ratification by the Central 
Assembly in India promise to inaugurate 
a more co-operative period between the 
two countries. 

As the war approaches nearer, Ceylon 
prepares more strenuously for defence. 
In September 1941 all Europeans under 
the age of 50 were called up for enrol¬ 
ment in the Ceylon Defence Force, the 
Ceylon Planters' Rifle Corps, or the 
Colombo Town Guard. 

Theosophy in Ceylon: The work 
is mostly done by individuals and groups, 
with a concentration at the Wellawatte 
Headquarters. 

CHINA 

" The tide of the Far Eastern strug¬ 
gle seems to be turning definitely in 
China's favour, * declared the Chinese 
Ambassador, Dr. Wellington Koo. 
broadcasting from London in Septem¬ 
ber 1941. “The military situation in 
in China today is better than could have 
been expected two years ago. The 
dauntless Chinese soldiers have fought 
the mighty war machine of Japan to a 
standstill." 

The military situation along the 2000- 
mile front from Inner Mongolia in the 
North to the borders of the China Sea 
in the South appears to have come to 
a stalemate. Varying success attends 


the opposing armies, and Japan still 
occupies large tracts of Chinese territory. 

At the end of 1940 Japanese forces had 
evacuated the city of Nanning and 
Southern Kwangsi in a planned “short¬ 
ening of the front" and their winter 
offensive on the Han River failed ; in 
February 1941 the vigorous Japanese 
drive in South Honan was definitely 
checked. A strong Chinese offensive in 
March resulted in the complete defeat 
of five Japanese divisions and the re- 
occupation of Kaoan ; in August Foo¬ 
chow. capital of Fukien, was regained. 
It had been a Japanese stronghold for 
some years and its loss was a great blow 
to Wan-Ching-wei and his Government 
at Nanking. 

A Japanese drive in North Hunan in 
September was so successfully counter 
attacked by General Hsueh Yo, known 
as the "Little Tiger,” near Changsha 
and Ichang that a general w ithdrawal by 
the Japanese took place on the Hunan 
and Kwrangtung fronts, and the victory 
was described as “the turning point in 
the Sino-Japanese war." 

At the tame time many Chinese cities 
have been ruined by Japanese bom¬ 
bardment and Chungking is probably 
the most bombed city in the world. At 
least 10.000,000 people are going through 
the depths of suffering as a direct result 
of the war Yet the organization of the 
Army and the people is proceeding apace, 
so that actually General Clnang-Kai- 
shek’s Army, with 3,000,000 soldiers, is 
now stronger that it has ever been, nnd is 
able to equip itself entirely from its own 
small arms lactones. Aeroplane assem¬ 
bly factories are also working, and a start 
has been made to manufacture aero¬ 
planes and aero-engines Rut the need 
for an unlimited supply of aircraft is 
immediate. Fortunately, with the in¬ 
creasing diversion of war equipment sent 
by the United States to China more 
fighter planes are being included. 

"Five years of resistance have laid 
the foundations of victory," General 
Chiang-Kai-shek declared on the eve of 
the 30th anniversary of the Chinese Re¬ 
public, 9 October 1941, "and have given 
us a steadily mounting repute in the 
opinion of the world. The co-operation 
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with us of friendly Powers has taken 
definite shape . . . China had crossed the 
threshold of equality with other nations. 

. . . The century of unequal treaties 
may be said to be closed with the Anglo- 
American declarations of their intcntioo 
to relinquish extra-territorial rights in 
China. Vast obstables have yet to be 
overcome, but nothing can reverse the 
accomplishments that are already ours." 

On no account will Free China ac¬ 
cept any compromise with Japan. Dr. 
Zing Yang Kuo. leader of a Goodwill 
Mission to Britain, asserted in October 
that China's peace terms include the 
restoration of all territories rightfully 
hers, including Manchuria; Japanese 
withdrawal from Indo-China; and tho 
restoration of independence to Korea. 

The flow of British and American 
materials for China through the Burma 
Road is continually increasing. 
Traffic experts from the United States 
advised on the Burma Road traffic, 
and many innovations have been 
introduced, including thousands of 
heavy-duty American trucks and the 
resumption of the paving project with 
10,000 tons of U. S asphalt. 

The Chinese have established a school 
to which only the best type of youth are 
admitted for training as drivers on the 
Burma Road. The traffic has reached 
25,000 tons monthly. The authorities 
have had to fight the elaborate system 
of drug and opium supply with which 
Japan is trying to undermine the Chi¬ 
nese race, and have cleared up hun¬ 
dreds of vice dens established by Japa¬ 
nese emissaries to lure the drivers away 
from their duties. 

The danger still exists that Japan 
may strike through Yunnan in an 
attempt to cut the Burma Road, which 
as China’s lifeline they regard as highly 
important. 

The British Government have agreed 
to subsidize the building of a railway 
line from Lashio, the north-western 
terminus in Burma, to the Chinese 
frontier. This will greatly expedite 
traffic. It is planned to open up another 
road with the outside world, following 
one of the old "silk trails" leading into 
Indus over high mountains. 


Hong Kong, the Island of Hsiang- 
King, "Fragrant Waters." celebrated 
its centenary as a British Crown Colony- 
on 26 January 1941. Wars and political 
events have all involuntarily contributed 
to its growth and prosperity, as popula¬ 
tions and capital sought refuge and 
security there in times of revolution and 
invasion. The Chinese attitude gradual¬ 
ly changed from animosity to friendship 
as Hong Kong became China's main 
economic outlet to and inlet from the 
outside world. 

At mid-December Hong Kong was 
heroically sustaining a siege and bom¬ 
bardment by the Japanese. 

The former British naval base of 
Wei-hai-wei was made available by the 
Japanese to the Nanking Government 
as a naval station for the nine Chinese 
warships constituting its Navy, which 
Japan seized from Chungking. 

In April the Chinese National Govern¬ 
ment formulated a 3-year plan involv¬ 
ing Government monopolies of internal 
as well as external vital commodities, 
as a policy of Government control. 

In 18 provinces a new district auton¬ 
omy system has replaced the former 
county Government system; bandit 
forces are being suppressed, and police 
forces strengthened. Numbers of land 
reclamation schemes provide one among 
many solutions of the problem of ac¬ 
commodating millions of refugees. 

China’s Five-Year Mass Educational 
Flan, launched in 1940, is the first 
definite plan put into operation to fight 
illiteracy among the huge population. 
Teachers and students of High Schools, 
Colleges, and Universities, who have 
been mobilized for this campaign, have 
shown the utmost thoroughness and 
enthusiasm in trying to provide for 
every village at least one nucleus school. 
"Circuit Educational Corps," of seven 
workers each, take "education to the 
doors of the people" in the remoter dis¬ 
tricts. 

Vocational schools all over the coun¬ 
try give courses in mechanical and 
electric engineering paid for by the 
Ministry of Education, and short courses 
in various professions, such as spinning, 
weaving, dyeing, sericulture, nursing, 
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printing, pharmacy, etc. Scientific agri¬ 
culture forms part of the training of 
students everywhere, and in certain 
provinces all students are required to 
do farm work satisfactorily before they 
are allowed to graduate. Areas sur¬ 
rounding Technical Institutes are all 
converted into agricultural and indus¬ 
trial experimental areas. Agricultural!- 
zation and industrialization go hand in 
hand in closest co-operation and co¬ 
ordination. 

Altogether some 2,000 Societies of the 
Industrial Co-operatives are now or¬ 
ganized round 00 centres spread over 
16 provinces, producing textiles, chemi¬ 
cals. foodstuffs, pottery, and mining 
and engineering products. 

China's anti-opium campaign, spaced 
out over six years, came to an end on 
31 December 1940, and strenuous efforts 
are being kept up to prevent a relapse. 
Japan deliberately cultivates 177,000 
acres of opium poppy in Manchuria 
with an annual output of nearly 
3,000,000 lbs. which is shipped to Tien¬ 
tsin and Hopei Province to poison the 
Chinese. The Chinese Government have 
totally prohibited the cultivation of the 
opium poppy in the provinces since 
1939. 

Disease is taking a heavy toll of the 
Chinese people. Hundreds of thou¬ 
sands were dying in Shansi of typhus 
and relapsing lever, and facing starva¬ 
tion because much land had to be left 
waste since the epidemic began. 

Fifteen American specialists are fight¬ 
ing a serious outbreak of malaria in 
Yunnan and along the Burma Road, 
in full co-operation with the Chinese 
Government. 

In spite of war and disaster the 
Chinese spint has not broken, in fact 
is stronger, more determined, more 
unified than it has ever been in all its 
ancient history. “Though the dawning 
light of victory is visible," as General 
Chiang Kai-shek said, an immense task 
still remains to be done. But “the 
enemy's fated ruin is now a foregone 
conclusion . . . We still stand in 
need of a spint of sacn6ce and stnet 
discipline. . . The nation's fate depends 
on our capacity for personal sacrifice 

7 


and on our will to smash through ob¬ 
stacles. The time, loaded with its possi¬ 
bilities of infinite good and evil, may 
slip by while we vacillate . it is for each 
of us to seize the matchless opportunity 
for exertion. The way to a great end is 
long ; there can be no alienation of 
responsibility to others; only energy 
inspired by absolute awareness of the 
facts and issues is enough. We are 
fighting for nothing less than the success 
of the Revolution—we are striving to 
accomplish the rehabilitation of our 
Nation." 

China's position was immensely 
strengthened by the defensive Front 
formed by the Pacific Powers at the 
Manila Conference. The A. B. C. D. 
combination brought Japan's aggressive 
designs in the Far East to a temporary 
halt. The world is now at last actively 
aiding one of the most heroic defences 
a nation has ever made of its native 
soil. 

Theosophy in East Aaia: Mrs. 
R. H. Ragi, President of the Shanghai 
Lodge. and her husband visited Adyar 
early in 1941. They reported that the 
work went on regularly and that contact 
with those interested in Theosophy is 
made through social gatherings. The 
translation of Theosophical literature 
into Chinese continues. 

The Presidential Agent. Mr Knudsen, 
spent most of the year in America and 
delivered some of the Convention lec¬ 
tures at Wheaton. 

JAPAN 

Although the Emperor Hirohitochose 
the name Showa. meaning Radiant 
Peace, to typify his reign. Japan conti¬ 
nues to be deeply involved in war. 
Following a dream of domination, im¬ 
posed as a" mission " upon a race be¬ 
lieving in its divine ancestry, her Army 
is seeking expansion in China, and her 
Navy in the southern Pacific. Since 
November 1940 the Foreign Office has 
been working through a new depart¬ 
ment called the South Seas Bureau. 

A 72-hour ultimatum, presented to 
Indo-China on 20 September 1940, 
demanding facilities for the Japanese 
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armed forces, was accepted by the Vichy 
Government on 22 September, and 
signed in Hanoi. It granted to the 
Japanese Government " special facilities 
for the Imperial Army and Navy to 
pursue their operations," and three air 
bases in Tongkmg became available for 
easier assault upon China 

Relations with the Berlin-Rome Axis 
became " increasingly cordial " after 
the signing of the Tri-Partite Fact by 
the Japanese Ambassador in Berlin 
(M. Kurusu) 27 September 1940. The 
pact was to have a life of ten years. 

The war in China has reached a 
stalemate Japanese offensives begun on 
24 January 1941 were repulsed, while 
neither the March nor the great May 
offensive on five fronts achieved any 
decisive results. On 4 February a great 
drive South began, and there were sever¬ 
al Japanese landings along the South 
China coast covering 230 miles. A sub¬ 
sidiary naval base was constructed at 
Bias Bay. near Hong Kong Strong air 
squadrons were stationed at Haiphong, 
Indo-China. and great troop concentra¬ 
tions at Hainan, Formosa, and along 
the border of Indo-China throughout 
March and April. In May two agree¬ 
ments with Indo-China were signed at 
Tokio for close economic collaboration 
on most-favourcd-nation lines, the terms 
allowing Japan to occupy Camranh Bay, 
the Saigon Air Base, and to station 
40,000 troops in Indo-China. which 
were to be fed by Indo-China. payment 
being arranged later. 

In the late summer of 1941 the 
Japanese withdrew from Foochow and 
from most of the Fukien Province. Con¬ 
tinued occupation of this area was no 
longer considered a strategic necessity. 
Tens of thousands of soldiers sailed to 
an undisclosed destination. By Novem¬ 
ber 1941 Japanese troops in Indo- 
China were estimated to have been 
increased to 120,000 men 

Japan's policy of expansion in the 
Pacific in spite of warnings by the Unit¬ 
ed States of America, led to " an increas¬ 
ingly hostile attitude " and the freez¬ 
ing of all Japanese assets in the United 
States as well as an economic boycott 


by all the South Pacific Powers on 26 
July 1941. 

In October 1941 the rising tide of 
military and naval aggressive policy 
brought about the resignation of Prince 
Konoye and his Government. General 
To jo succeeded as Premier and War 
Minister ; Mr. Shigenori Togo, formerly 
Ambassador in Berlin and Moscow, be¬ 
came Foreign Minister. The new Cabi¬ 
net is an exceptionally strong adminis¬ 
trative body composed of an alliance of 
the Army and Navy, including several 
admirals. 


A series of conferences between 
Tokio and Washington led to the sugges¬ 
tion by President Roosevelt that Japan 
should withdraw from Indo-China, and 
give a guarantee that she would not 
attack Siberia, nor interfere with traffic 
to Vladivostock. Counter suggestions 
were made by Japan—that a halt should 
be called in the armaments of Singa¬ 
pore, the Dutch East Indies, Australia 
and the Philippines, and that the Unit¬ 
ed States should help to achieve a Sino- 
Japanese settlement by guaranteeing to 
Japan the four northern provinces of 
China, control of the Chinese Treaty 
Ports and the maintenance of Japanese 
military garrisons in other parts of the 
country. Although no compromise was 
arrived at. and a I'acific meeting, sug- 

r ed bv Prince Konoye was dodined 
President Roosevelt, conversations 
still continued, and in November 1941 
another special envoy from Japan, Mr. 
Kurusu flew across the Pacific for a con¬ 
ference at Washington. Japan bitterly 
denounced the A. B. C. D. (Amencan- 
Bntish-Chinese-Dutch) policy of "en¬ 
circlement, ” and Japanese subjects in 
all these countries proceeded homo in 
growing numbers. Japan, however, 
denied that the tightening economic 
boycott could affect her wartime econo¬ 
my in the least 

When it liecame evident that no com¬ 
promise could be reached at Washing¬ 
ton. Japan hesitated no longer but on 
December 7 struck at many points in 
the Pacific simultaneously, inflicting 
very heavy damage on Pearl Harbour, 
and getting a foothold in the Philippines. 
Declaring war on both the United States 
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and Britain, she also invaded Malaya 
and scored a spectacular success when 
her Air Force torpedoed and sank the 
two British hattleships Prince of Wales 
and Repulse off the coast of Malaya 
on the 10th. Thailand was soon over¬ 
run and a J apanese-Thai Treaty 
brought Thailand in as an ally for Japan. 
From thence the penetration of Victoria 
Point in Burma was effected and Penang 
occupied. landings were also achieved 
in north Borneo. Japanese air craft 
have been on reconnaissance flights 
over California and submarines have 
sunk American ships near the Cali¬ 
fornian coast. 

Conversations by the former Foreign 
Minister, M Matsuoko, in Berlin. 
Rome, and Moscow in March-April 
1941 led to the signing in Moscow on 24 
April of a Pact of Friendship and Neu¬ 
trality with Soviet Russia In a Joint 
Japanese-Soviet Statement the U.S.S.R. 
recognizes the territorial integrity of 
Manchukuo and Japanese Outer Mon¬ 
golia. 

In November 1940 a 10-year Han 
of Self-Sufficiency was announced for 
a Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity 
Sphere, which included Manchukuo and 
Occupied China. 

A 10-year Population Plan aims at 
earlier marriages and larger families, at 
least five children for every family, so 
that a tout of 100.000.000 may be achie¬ 
ved by 1960. The official legend runs : 
“If the Japanese are to be the leaders 
in Asia, they must expand greatly in 
numbers.’* 

On 6 July 1940 the Social Maas 
Party, one of the chief Labour associa¬ 
tions was disbanded. Others followed 
throughout the country, thus bringing 
to an end the Japanese Labour Move¬ 
ment dating from 1897. 

Another important step was the volun¬ 
tary dissolution of the one remaining 
political group, the Minseito Party, on 
25 August 1940. 

A committee appointed to outline a 
new State structure aims at a State 
along Fascist lines, which will bring 
the entire productive and cultural life 
of the nation under State direction. 


The Imperial Rule Assistance Associa¬ 
tion serves as a link with the public. 

A link with old Japan passed away 
with Prince Kimmochi Saionji, who at 
the age of 92 died on 24 November 1940. 
The last of the Genro, or Elder States¬ 
men, he bridged in his person the 
transition of Japan from feudalism to a 
modern State. He was the leader of 
the Meiji Restoration in 1868, the 
critical period which witnessed the birth 
of modern Japan, and he represented 
Japan at the Peace Delegation to Ver¬ 
sailles in 1918. 

In accordance with prevailing national 
sentiments all religions in Japan are 
required to fit themselves into the 
framework of the national structure. At 
a Conference of the House of Bishops 
of Nippon Seikokwai of the Holy 
Catholic Church of Japan, it was decided 
that no foreign pnest will henceforth be 
permitted to occupy any executive posi¬ 
tion in the Christian Church. Japanese 
Protestant denominations amalgamated 
tentatively into a " Genuine Christian 
Church of Japan." 

A National Spiritual Mobilization 
Campaign for maintaining the moral of 
the people has asked the co-operation of 
the three official religions, Shintoism, 
Buddhism and Christianity. It requires 
early morning obeisance towards the 
Imperial Palace, and silent prayer for 
the country from every home, school, 
factory and industrial establishment. 

Both the Youth and the Women of 
Japan are well organized. The Great 
Japan Youth Association propagates the 
overthrow of commercialism and of 
individualism, isolation from the West, 
expansion of the armed forces and a 
national one-party structure, while 
11.000.000 women have been organized 
ready for any call to social scrvico. 

The world-renowned Japanese food 
expert. Professor Tasa.su Saiki, is engag¬ 
ed on the task of devising nutritious, 
varied and ample food menus for the 
masses in the overcrowded islands. Two 
hundred and fifty botanical experts 
have investigated the food possibilities 
of every plant growing upon Japanese 
soil. Prof. Saiki's aim is to feed the 



THE THEOSOPHICAL YEAR BOOK, 1942 


88 

masses well, at a cost of less than two¬ 
pence a day, by a system of Government- 
controlled collective meals in factories, 
schools, towns and villages. 

While the men of Japan are fighting 
and expanding the frontiers, the women 
are "dedicated to the cause of teaching 
Japanese culture to the world." Two 
influential societies, the Kagauaku Butai, 
the Glorious Organization, and the 
Kyoshinkai. the Society of Selfless 
Women, are engaged in a gigantic East 
Asiatic Reconstruction Movement en¬ 
deavouring to bring about a new order 
by the proper understanding and mutual 
exchange of the arts of China, Korea 
and Manchukuo. Artists in various 
fields are taking part in the movement 
and the artist Toyama claims that "it 
will not be long before Japan will take 
over the leadership of internationalism 
to directly assist in the beautification of 
universal life." 

MALAYA 

The defences of the peninsula have 
been extended to embrace the whole of 
Malaya as well as that keypoint of 
eastern defence, the island fortress of 
Singapore. The strength of all arms in 
Malava is continually increasing, es¬ 
pecially that of the R A F. Aircraft 
built in Canada, Australia, Britain, and 
the United States of America are now iu 
service, and the whole of Malaya from 
the Thai border to Singapore Island is 
a vast network of military aerodromes. 
American bombers were flown for the 
first time direct from California to Singa¬ 
pore on 21 February 1941. and follow¬ 
ing an order signed by 1‘resident 
Roosevelt to the Civilian Aeronautics 
Authority, Pan-American Airways in¬ 
augurated a new airline from San 
Francisco to Singapore on 3 May 1941, 
because "current world conditions and 
the importance to the U.S. A. of Malaya 
and the Netherlands East Indies requir¬ 
ed the establishment of the service in the 
public interest." 

Visits from several prominent Chinese 
to Singapore in 1941 strengthened the 
bonds of collaboration between China 
And Malaya. 


The inhabitants of Malaya, belonging 
to all races and religions, live together 
in great goodwill, with common rights, 
interests and privileges — the whole 
community is "as near Utopia as can be 
imagined." The standard of living is 
high. Railways and fine asphalt roads 
traverse the jungles and connect many 
towns and villages throughout the penin¬ 
sula. The public services are on an 
admirable scale, and illiteracy among 
children is practically unknown. 

Since the Japanese declaration of war 
on the United States and Britain, Malaya 
has been heavily attacked and invaded 
and British and colonial troops have 
had to withdraw southwards from 
northern Malaya. Penang was evacu¬ 
ated after the I*ral power station and 
the tin smelting works had been des¬ 
troyed in accordance with a "scorched 
earth" policy. 

Theosophy in Malaya: There are 
I .edges in Singapore and Kuala Lumpur 
and two study groups which aim at 
growing into Lodges. From time to 
time it is possible to welcome leaders 
and members as they travel to and from 
Adyar.—a privilege which is greatly 
valued by the members in their rather 
isolated position. 

NETHERLANDS EAST 
INDIES 

The people of the Dutch East Indies 
are well aware of the key position in the 
Southern Pacific which their Archipelago 
represents. As Dr. van Kleflens, Nether¬ 
lands Foreign Minister, and Mr. Welter, 
Minister for Colonies, declared at Bata¬ 
via in April 1941, Holland wishes for 
peace in the Pacific, but not at any 
price—"We should oppose any un¬ 
reasonable demands and should fight in 
these territories if attacked by armed 
forces." 

The Dutch East Indies are whole¬ 
heartedly co-operating with Australia, 
New Zealand, the Philippines, and the 
United States of America—the A. B.C.D. 
group—to build up a defensive front 
against totalitarianism in the Pacific. 

The East Indies have a most efficient 
army of 100.000 soldiers in training, and 
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a law passed by (he Peoples' Convention 
is calling up native conscripts, the first 
of which started their training at the 
end of September 1941. Preliminary 
measures have also been adopted where¬ 
by all persons “of no nationality" re¬ 
siding in the Netherlands East Indies, 
and between the ages of 16-60, become 
liable to compulsory civil defence work. 
A Home Guard is being organized in 
Sumatra according to a scheme already 
operating in Java. 

Doth munitions and small arms are 
being manufactured in the East Indies. 
The Air Force is the strongest in this 
part of the Pacific, with many bombers 
and fighters, and several Dornier flying 
boats. Orders for nearly 400 more 
planes, placed in America, will almost 
double tli is fleet. This serried range of for- 
tified islands has been further strength¬ 
ened by the establishment of military 
aerodromes, which represent the last 
link in the formidable chain stretching 
from Singapore to Darwin and Sydney 
in Australia. 

Besides all this. Queen Wilhelmina 
made the splendid gesture of an offer of 
40 Spitfires to King George of England 
on 12 September 1940 as a gift from the 
East Indies, and further funds for the 
purchase of 7 Spitfires were remitted as 
a birthday present to Mr. Churchill on 
30 November 1940. 

The first batch of trained pilots of the 
Koyal Netherlands East Indian Air 
Force arrived in Britain on 13 March 
1941, to man the Spitfires donated by 
Dutch citizens in all parts of the world. 

The United StAtcs is steadily increas¬ 
ing her contribution of war materials to 
the East Indies. 

The Dutch East Indian Fleet is well 
equipped with submarines, destroyers 
and cruisers, and the naval base of Soera- 
baya. is undergoing rapid expansion and 
reinforcement. The world's first entirely 
steel motor-torpedoboats are being built 
here. 

The gift of the palatial Dutch motor 
liner Oranje, which the Dutch East 
Indies Government offered to Australia 
and New Zealand in February 1941 as a 
hospital ship—she arrived in an Austra¬ 
lian port in June—has formed another 


strong bond of friendship with her 
Pacific neighbours. Launched in 1938 
in Amsterdam, the Oranje is the fastest 
and most luxunous motorship in the 
world, air-conditioned throughout, with 
800 beds as well as staff and adminis¬ 
trative quarters. The cost of running 
is being borne by the East Indies. 

Trade talks with Japan began in 
October 1940. In November an agree¬ 
ment was signed between British and 
American Oil Companies (the Royal 
Dutch Shell and the Standard Oil) and 
the Japanese Mukai Oil Company, pro¬ 
viding Japan with 760,000 tons of crude 
oil and 346.000 tons of oil products annu¬ 
ally, in addition to the usual 494.000 
tons shipped. This agreement did not 
include aviation spirit, as this was 
needed by the N.B.I.A.F. 

In January 1941, however, the state¬ 
ment of the Japanese Foreign Minister, 
Mr. Matsuoka, including the Nether¬ 
lands East Indies in the Japanese "new 
order" in East Asia, drew a strong 
repudiation from the Government, which 
refused any incorporation in any new 
order in East Asia, under the leadership 
of any Power whatever. As the East 
Indies Government steadfastly refused 
to include any political and pseudo- 
political rapprochement in the trade 
talks, these were finally broken off on 
11 June 1941, and since then no oil of 
any kind has been exported from the 
East Indies to Japan. 

The whole of the great economic 
power of the East Indies lias been 
placed at the disposal of the Allies, 
including tin. bauxite, oil and rubber. 

Archeological research has recently 
unearthed the remains of two ancient 
Hindu Temples in Djokjakarta territory, 
with many fragments of human and 
animal sculpture, elephants, devas. pea¬ 
cocks. and horses Attempts are being 
made to restore them, though unfor¬ 
tunately much of the material has been 
carried away for road repairing. 

At present officially constituting an 
integral part of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, there are plans afoot to 
give the East Indies a new Constitution 
after the war and to reorganize the Archi¬ 
pelago as an independent Dominion. 
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But the whole population is completely 
in favour of retaining the closest ties 
with the Netherlands, assured that no 
other ties could bring them greater 
happiness and prosperity. 

The battle-cry is : "Holland shall rise 
again 1" and all with one accord lift up 
their hearts to that victorious future for 
which all the different races in the 
Archipelago are working in close and 
friendly co-operation. 

Dutch East Indian preparedness is a 
vital factor in the Pacific battle against 
Japan. A large naval contingent arrived 
safely in Singapore shortly after war 
broke out in the Pacific, and her sub¬ 
marines have successfully destroyed 
several Japanese ships. The Dutch Air 
Force scattered a raid in Western Bor¬ 
neo. Dutch and Allied troops jointly 
occupied Portuguese Timor where Japan 
had been conceded an aerodrome. 

Theoeophy in the Netherlands 
East Indies: The two highlight* of 
the year were the inexpressible privilege 
of a fortnight's visit from Mr. C. Jma- 
rajadasa in November 1940, the greater 
part of which was spent in great happi¬ 
ness in Djoenggo, creating a new im¬ 
pulse towards unity; and the very 
successful Easter Convention at Djokja¬ 
karta. where the Section celebrated with 
great enthusiasm the 40th anniversary 
of Semarang lodge Theosophy in Java 
had its inception there The keynote 
of the Convention was Unity. There 
were 212 members present 

Radio lectures on Theosophical sub¬ 
jects continue in Malay and Javanese 
A series of five lectures in Dutch on 
Eastern Philosophy was broadcast by 
the General Secretary. Campaigns for 
"A Theosophic World" and for "Peace 
and Reconstruction" are in full swing. 
There is much interest in educational 
matters. 

The Theosophical Order of Service is 
making good headway: many new ties 
have been made with Government 
Officials and others for new lines of 
work. Much is expected of a newly 
insulted press bureau which is publish¬ 
ing a monthly paper of its own. 


Theosophical ideas are being spread 
throughout the Islands by two Dutch 
magazines, two others in Malay and 
Javanese, and a bi-monthly Correspon¬ 
dence Letter from the General Secretary. 

Young Tbeosophists in the Section 
are doing a great amount of work and 
publish tneir own paper. The lj>tus. 

The Ritual of the Mystic Sur is per¬ 
formed regularly both in Dutch and in 
Malay, and is much liked; the Order of 
the Round Tabic works successfully in 
many places in Java. 

The Section is trying to strengthen 
the ties with Adyar. The work is ex¬ 
panding. and a new Central Committee 
was chosen on 18 May 1941 from active 
and enthusiastic members. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 

Wide emergency powers were confer¬ 
red on President Manuel Quezon on 
10 August 1940 by a measure designed 
to counteract a falling revenuo due to 
severe trade disturbances created by the 
war. Full powers to prohibit strikes 
and lockouts were included. 

As the southern expansion of the Japa¬ 
nese threatens increasingly the peace 
of the southern Pacific, so does the im¬ 
portance of the Philippine Islands in 
the I*acific scheme grow. Close colla¬ 
boration was established at the Manila 
Conference between the United States 
authorities and the British and Dutch 
for the co-ordination of the defence of 
the Philippines. Malava, and the Dutch 
East Indies. Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Robert Brooke Popham has paid two 
visits to the Islands this year. 

In September 1941 20.000 officers and 
men were enlisted in the United States 
Army from widely scattered areas 
throughout the Islands, so that, as 
Major-General J. M. Wainwnght told 
the mustered ranks, "in case war comes, 
your country and mine will do their duty 
side by side." 

The sudden unprovoked attack by 
Japan on 7 December 1941 has plunged 
the Islands into war but a determined 
defence is being put up. causing the 
enemy heavy losses. 

Theosophy in the Philippine 
Islands: Mrs. Lopez Reyes. General 
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Secretary, reports a gain in member¬ 
ship. and successful work in many 
activities. Young Theosophists speci¬ 
ally appreciated a visit to Manila of the 


National ('resident. Mr. J. M. Espina, 
in April 1941. They issue a very attrac¬ 
tive Magazine. 


INDIA THE KEY TO THE 
WORLD SITUATION 

BY DR. GEORGE S AR UNDALE 


The world will not be free from war. 
nor from dissension, until India takes her 
rightful place among the nations of the 
world. India is the key to the whole 
situation as it stands today, and 1 do 
not hesitate to say that the first duty of 
every Indian who loves his country is 
to help India in every possible way he 
can (or the very purpose of hastening 
the advent of the Universal Brother¬ 
hood of humanity. He who helps India 
on her way helps the whole world on 
its way, and while every country must 
be helped, India needs most help, for 
she can, perhaps, do more than any 
other country to be of service to the 
world. Anyone who has lived in India 
as long as I have recognizes this fact 
to the full, for while he perceives her 
weaknesses he perceives no less her 
potentialities—unique as these are both 
in their spiritual splendour and in their 
practical value for the building of a 
perfect polity alike for every nation and 
lor the world as a whole. India can 
give so very much. Hut she must first 
of all apply her gifts to herself for her 
own use. Only then will she know 
how to distribute them effectively for 
the use of others. 

A foreign government, even with the 
best intentions in the world, must neces¬ 
sarily make a mess of the finer parts of 
its job—the first of which lies in the 
keeping alive of the greatness of the 
land over which it rules, the second 
being the training of the citizens so that 
they may. either through leadership or 
otherwise in lesser degrees, serve their 
country wisely and well. 


There is a splendid jewel in every 
aspect of India's life, and it is the office 
of every truly patriotic Indian to help 
to reset each jewel and to cause it to 
shine with all possible brilliance. 

In education, in industry, in religion, 
in politics, there are wonderful jewels. 
In each is the glorious life of India 
imprisoned for lack of active worship. 
In each should patriotic Indians be 
alert and strenuous and reverent, as it 
seems to me. especially in the political 
field which is so bereft of workers who 
are Indians before they are aught else. 

India's Dhanna 

My own conviction so far as India is 
concerned is as follows : 

1. Her right to immediate self-govem- 
ment, whereby India shall he able to 
live in full freedom and equality 
within an Indo-British Common¬ 
wealth of Nations, with due regard to 
the just needs of her many constitu¬ 
tive communities. 

2. Her immediate duty to consolidate 
her various conflicting elements. 

3. Her immediate duty to engage in 
the framing of a National Constitution 
with co-operation of all parties, but 
irrespective of the consent of one or 
more of such parties. 

4. Her duty to gain for an agreed 
National constitution the support of 
the Indian people as a whole. 

3. Her immediate duty to throw her¬ 
self wholeheartedly into the World 
War and to take steps to provide for 
the defence of her own frontiers by 
land and sea, so that she may bo 
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ready to face the menace that threat* 
ens her on all sides 

6. Her immediate duty to plan the 
material uplift especially of the poorer 
of the masses ol her citizens, so that 
they may have Rood cause to cherish 
their Indian citizenship and thereby 
bring honour, peace and prosperity to 
their Motherland. 

7. Her immediate duty to foster in all 
possible ways her national arts and 
industries, and to plan a truly nation¬ 
al system of education for her youth 
so that they may become honourable 
and faithful citizens, deeply reverent 
of her past and determined in the 
present to help by their lives and 
actions to ensure to her a noble future. 

I emphatically condemn Satyagraha, 
Pakistan (so-called), Dravidistan. and 
all other similar policies as grossly ini¬ 
mical to India's true interests, and as 
encouraging the betrayal of the Mother¬ 
land and the Commonwealth in their 
time of greatest need, duty and oppor¬ 
tunity. 

8. I strongly hold that it is the duty 
of Britain immediately to declare 
India's right to full and free adf- 

K vemment. and to offer all posai- 
i facilities for the framing of a 
National Constitution, as in No. 3. 

9. No less do I feel that it is the duty of 
Britain to declare that her war aims 
include the immediate establishment 
of India, either as soon as the war 
is over or before if a National Consti¬ 
tution can be evolved to receive the 
support of the majority of the Indian 
people, as a tel f-governing unit of the 
Commonwealth, or with such other 
status as may be enjoyed by Britain 
and the other Dominions. 

I emphatically condemn the utter 
lack of vision, of statesmanship, and of 
true service to our great Commonwealth 
on the part of the Secretary of State for 
India and the British Cabinet that dic¬ 
tates hu policies. And 1 no less condemn 
the Government of India for like rea¬ 
sons. 


I therefore deem it my duty to support 
by all means in my power the construc¬ 
tive points set forth above, and to op¬ 
pose the dangerously destructive ele¬ 
ments as above enumerated. 

On the Edge of a Precipice 

I am as clear about the extreme ur¬ 
gency of the situation, in that the world 
is in a most perilous condition, as I am 
clear about my own personal duty. 

I am also clear that the whole world 
is on the threshold of a precipice, 
and if not restrained by the forces for 
Good, will be hurled over the precipice 
by the forces of evil into a long period 
of darkness in the midst of which every 
land, including India, willl wallow in 
barbarism, trodden underfoot by bar¬ 
baric tyrants. It 'is of supreme moment 
for India as the real Motherland of the 
nations of the world to act in accordance 
with the spirit of her age-old soul which 
knows no distinctions of creed or colour, 
but only the Universal Brotherhood of 
all Life. 

Emphasis on India 

Having lived for nearly forty years 
in India, taking part in much of her 
public life, I feel that in the present 
crisis the needs and the duties of India 
cannot be over-emphasized. Upon India 
in no small measure depends the real 
outcome of the war and the future of 
the world. It was for this reason that 
Dr. I tenant was seconded for service in 
India to lead her. if possible, to her 
freedom —not to the freedom as it has 
become degenerate in these modem days 
of democracy in extremis, but to her 
ancient freedom in which there was that 
true liberty based on reverence for wis¬ 
dom and order, on duty rather than on 
rights. Such is the freedom which all 
true friends of India wish to be restored 
to her. and for which Dr. Bcsant worked 
and lived and died. It is uphill work, 
for India is a house divided against her¬ 
self. and is most unhappily led by un¬ 
balanced fanatics instead of by the 

r triotic wise. In my own small way 
must carry on the policy of my noble 
predecessor. 



FOR A WORLD UNION OF PRAYER 


Let each Faith in its own 
sacred tongue join with those 
brave defenders of the world— 
the British Commonwealth of 
Nations—in a world-wide daily 
Union of Prayer. 

The spirit of the following 
prayers may well be translated 
into the forms of other faiths : 

Prayer for Victory 

“We offer unto Thee, O Lord, 
our heartfelt thanks for that 
Thou hast strengthened Thy 
British people and their Allies to 
stand unto Victory against the 
forces of evil, and we pray Thy 
blessing upon all who are called 
to fight in Thy name. Amen." 

Prayer for the Afflicted 

“We Pray Thy blessings, O 
Lord, upon all who suffer in body 
or in mind from the ravages of 
war, that they may be endued 
with courage to bear their afflic¬ 
tions, and with vision to perceive 
in all things the working of Thy 
Will, Thy Wisdom and Thy 
Love. Amen." 

Prayers for Brotherhood 

"O Lord, Thou Deliverer of 
Peoples and Nations, we pray 
Thee so to strengthen our People 
that they may increasingly dwell 
together in goodwill and thus 
sanctify our land in Thy service. 
Amen." 


“O Lord and World Deliverer, 
we pray that Thy peoples 
throughout the world may be 
speedily inclined to draw to¬ 
gether in a Brotherhood of equal 
comradeship and common pur¬ 
pose, to the end that Thy holy 
war may quicken into a universal 
Peace of Freedom and of Justice. 
Amen." 

Prayer for Peace 

“Teach us, O Lord, to see Thy 
Life in all men and in all the 
peoples of Thine earth, and guide 
our nation through its leaders to 
restore Thy Peace, that the evils 
of war depart from our days. 
Amen." 

An Invocation 

O Powers of Love ! 

We pledge to You our faith¬ 
fulness, knowing that only Love 
can redeem the world. 

We invoke Your Blessing upon 
all who strive to serve You. 

We invoke Your Blessing upon 
all who in these days of war 
have to endure suffering, that 
they may joyfully discover their 
enfoldment in Yonr Love even 
in the midst of their affliction. 

We invoke Your Blessing upon 
all who wilfully inflict suffering, 
that they may be moved to return 
to You a ml serve You. 
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GREAT FESTIVALS OF FAITHS AND NATIONS; NATIONAL 
OBSERVANCES OF GREAT MEN 


Abbreviations: B. Buddhism; C. 
Christianity; H. Hinduism; I. Islam; 
Jd. Judaism; Jn. Jainismj Z. Zoro¬ 
astrianism. 

Moon Phases in Indian Standard 
Time, unless otherwise indicated. 

JANUARY 

1. New Year Day. 

Haiti, National Day. 

2. O Pull Moon 9.12 p.m. 

6. Epiphany (C). 

Idd-e-Gadir (I). 

10. ( Last Quarter 11.35 a.m. 

League of Nations founded, 1920. 

13. Makarasankaranti—Bhogi Pandi- 

(H). 

15. Copuja(H) 

Baptism of the Lord Christ (C). 

17. Monaco. National Day. 

• New Moon 3 2 .-x 
19. First Day of Mohurram. 

New Year (I). 

21. Vasanta Panchami (H). 

22. Death of Lenin (1924). 

24. ) First Quarter 12.5 p.m. 

26. Australia Day (1792). 

27. Transfiguration of the Lord Christ 

(C) 

28. Tenth Day of Mohurram or Ashura 

(I). 

30. President F. D. Roosevelt's Birth¬ 

day (1882). 

31. Birthday of Princess Beatrix of 

The Netherlands (1938). 

FEBRUARY 

1. O Full Moon 2.42 p.m. 
Septuagesima (C). 

2. Candlemas (C). 

8. ( Last Quarter 8.22 p m. 

Sexagesima (C). 

11. Egypt, National Day. 

Japan. National Day. 

12. Abraham Lincoln's Birthday, 

(1809). 

13. Mahasivaratri (H). 

15. # New Moon 3.32 p.m. 
Quinquagesima (C). 


Chinese New Year (Old Style) 

17. Adyar Day. 

Shrove Tuesday (C). 

C. W. lead beater's Birthday 
(1847). 

H. S. Olcott died. 

18. Ash Wednesday (C). 

22. First Sunday in Lent (C). 

Lord and Lady Baden-Powell, 
(Chief Scout's Day). 

George Washington's Birthday 
(1732). 

Feast of Lanterns (Chinese) - 

23. > First Quarter 9.10 a m. 

24. Esthonia. National Day. 

27. Dominican Republic, Indepcnd* 
ence Day. 

MARCH 

1. Second Sunday in Lent (C). 

St. David's Day. Wales 
Srimati Rukmini Devi (b. 29 

February 1904). 

C. W I .cad beater passed 1934. 

2. Holi (H). 

3. O Full Moon 5.50 a m. (total 

eclipse, visible in India). 

Purim (Jd.). 

8. Third Sunday in Lent. (C). 

International Women's Day. 

10. ( Last Quarter 3 30 a.m. 

15. Refreshment Sunday (C). 

17. # New Moon 5.20 a.m. 

St. Patrick's Day (Ireland). 

Godi Padva (H). 

Telugu New Year (H ) 

19. Jashane Mcherengan (Z). 

21. Jamshedi Navroz (Z). 

Iran, National Day. 

22. Passion Sunday (C). 

25. > First Quarter 5.31 a.m. 

World Mother's Day. 
Annunciation of our Lady (C). 
Greece, Independence Day. 

26. Ramanavami (H). 

29. Palm Sunday (C). 

30. Mahavir Jayanti (Jn.) 

31. Prophet's Day (I). 
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APRIL 

1. O Full Moon 6.2 p.m. 

2. Maundy Thursday (C). 

1’asaover (Jd.). 

3 . Good Friday (C). 

3 . Easter Sunday (C). 

Ching-ming. Remembrance of the 
Dead (China). 

g. < Last Quarter 10 13 a m. 

9. End of Passover (Jd.) 

10. All-India Humanitarian Day. 

12. Arvan Farabh or Ardavishur (Z). 

13 . Tamil New Year (H). 

14. Pan-American Day. 

13. • New Moon 8.3 p.m. 

19 . Luxemburg. National Day. 

21. I*rinceu Elizabeth's Birthday, 
(1926). 

23. > First Quarter 11.40 P•«*»■ 

St. George s Day (England). 

23. Anrac Day. Australia and New 
Zealand. 

30. Birthday of Princeas Juliana of 
the Netherlands (1909). 

Vaisakli Full Moon in Western 
Countries, 9.39 p.m. (G. M. T.) 

MAY 

1. O Full Moon 3.29 a m. 

Vaisakha Purnima (B. and H). 1 orJ 

Buddha's Birth. Enlightenment 
and Death, (sec also May 30). 
International Labour Day. 

German National Day. 

2. Iraq. National Day. 

3. Poland. National Day. 

7 e Last Quarter 3.43 p.m. 

8 White Lotus Day. H. P. Blavatsky 

died 1891. 

11. Jashane Ader or Atash 1‘arabh IZ). 
14. Ascension Day (C). 

Paraguay, National Day. 

13. • New Moon 11.13 a m. 

17. Norway. Constitution Day. 

Citizenship Day, U.S.A., (Third 
Soadin. 

18. Goodwill Day (International). 

20. Cuba. National Day. 

22 Shabuoth or Pentecost (Jd). 

23. > First Quarter 2.41 p.m. 
Shabuoth or Pentecost (Jd). 

24. Whitsunday (C). 

Empire Day. 

23. Argentina, National Day. 


26. Queen Mary's Birthday. British 

Empire (1867). 

27. Afghanistan. National Day. 

30. O Full Moon 10.59 a m. 

Vaisakh Purnima. observed by 

certain Buddhists, see May 18. 
U.S.A.. Memorial Day (Decoration 

Day). 

31. Trinity Sunday (C). 

South Africa. Union Day. 

JUNE 

3. Denmark. Constitution Day. 

6. C Last Quarter 2.56 a.m. 

Sweden. National Day. 

12. Zarthost Diso or Jarthatho Diso 

(Z). 

14. • New Moon 2.32 a m. 

13. Magna Carta Day. England. 

16. Birthday of King Gustav of Sweden 

(1858). . _ 

21 Dr. G S. Arundale elected Presi¬ 
dent of The Theosophical 
Society. 1934 and 1941. 

22. > First Quarter 2.14 a m. 

24 Thailand. National Day. 

St. John the Baptist (C). 

28. O Full Moon 3.39 o.m. 

Jyestha Purnima (H) 

JULY 

1. Canada. Dominion Day. 

2. Tammuz (Jd). 

3. Jashane Bahamaman (Z). 

4. U.S.A.. Independence Day. 

3. C Last Quarter 2.28 p.m 

Venezuela, Independence Day 

7. China-Japan War begins. 1937. 

11. Eire. Independence Day. 

13 . % New Moon 3.33 p.m. 

14. France. National Day. 

Fall of the Bastille. 1789. 

18. Spam. National Day. 

20. Birthday of King George of Greece 

(19M). 

Colombia. National Day. 

21. > First Quarter 10.43 a m. 
Belgium. National Day. 

23. Tishabeah (Jd). 

27. Asadha Purnima 4.24 a.m. (7.14 
p.m., G.M.T.). 

28. O Full Moon (Asadha) 0.44 a.m. 
Peru. National Day. 

29. Norway. St. Olav s Day. 
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AUGUST 

1. Switzerland, National Day. 

2. H. S. Olcott born 1832. 

3. Birthday of yuecn Elizabeth of 

England (1*300). 

Birthday of King Haakon of Nor¬ 
way (1872). 

4. t Last yuarter 4.34 a.m. 

6. Bolivia. National Day. 

12. # New Moon 7.58 a.m. 

H. P. Blavatsky b. 1831. 

13. Assumption of Our Lady (C). 

16. Nagapanchami (H). 

19. > First yuarter 5.00 p.m. 

25. Avani Avittam (H). 

Uruguay, National Day. 

26. O Full Moon 3.16 a.m. 

Total eclipse of the Moon, visible 
in Europe. Africa, and the 
Americas. Invisible in India be¬ 
cause it begins after moonset. 
Harvest Thanksgiving (China). 

27. Birthday of Confucius. 

28. Shabc Karat (1). 

31. Netherlands. National Day. 

Birthday of yueen Wilhelmina 
(1880). 

10. Ecuador, National Day. 

SEPTEMBER 

2. C Last yuarter 9.12 p.m, 

3. Krishna Jayanti (H). 

World War began. 1939. 

4. Pateti or Last Catha (Z). 

5. New Year or Navroz (Z). 

6. Birthday of King Peter 11 of 

Yugoslavia (1923). 

7. Brazil. National Day. 

Labour Day, U. S. A. 

8. Nativity of Our Lady (C). 

10. # New Moon. 9.23 p m. 
Khordadsal (Z). 

Kalapdhar (Jo). 

Pithon Amavasia— Mother's Day 

(H). 

11. Death of Mahavir (Jo). 

12. Kosh Hashannch or New Year, 

3703 (Jd). 

14. Ganesli Chaturti (H). 

Savan tsar i (Jn). 

15. Central America. Independence 

Day (Costa Kica, Guatemala, 
Honduras. Nicaragua, Salvador). 

16. Mexico, National Day. 


17. ) First yuarter. 10.26 p.m. 

Princes' Day, Holland (Dedicated 

to the House of Orange). 

18. Dubeli Atham (Jn). 

Chile, National Day. 

20. Annie Besant died 1933. 

Young Theosophists Day. 

21. Kippuror Day of Atonement (Jd). 

23. Farverdin Parabh or Jashane Fer- 

verdegan (Z). 

24. O Full Moon 8.4 p.m. 

Chung-Ch'iu. mid-Autumn Festival 

(China). 

26. Succoth. Feast of Tabernacles be¬ 
gins (Jd). 

New Zealand. Dominion Day. 
Birthday of King Christian of 
Denmark (1870). 

29. St. Michael and All Angels (C). 

OCTOBER 

1. Birthday of Annie Besant (1847). 
International Scout Day. 

2. C Last yuarter 3.37 p.m. 

3. Death of Ali (I). 

4. Succoth ends (Jd.). 

St. Francis of Assisi. World Day 
for Animals. 

3. Portugal. National Day. 

9. Mahalava Amavasya. Navaratri 
begins (H). 

10. • New Moon 9 36 a.m. China. 
National Day. Chiang-Kai-shek 
installed President of Republic 
1923. 

12. Columbus Day, Discovery of 
America (1492). 

17. ) First yuarter 4.28 a.m. 

18. Saraswati Puja (H). 

19. Vijaya Dasanii. Dasscra (H). 

23. Manccktheri Purmma (H). 

24. O Full Moon 9.33 a.m. 

28. Czechoslovakia. National Day. 

29. Turkey. National Day. (Republic 

founded 1923). 

31. Halloween (Eve of all Saints). 

NOVEMBER 

1. C Last yuarter 11.48 a m. 

All Saints Day (C). 

2. All Souls' Day (C). 

3. Birthday of King Leopold of Bel¬ 

gium (1901). 

1‘anama. National Day. 


WORLD CALENDAR FOR 1942 


97 


6 . 

7. 


8 . 

9. 

11 . 


12 . 

13. 

13. 

17. 

18. 
22 . 
23. 
26. 

29. 

30. 


Commemoration of Emperor Meiji, 
Japan. 

Dhanteras (Valupuja) (H). 

Dipavali (H). 

Soviet National Day (1917 Revolu¬ 
tion). 

• New Noon 8.49 p m. 

Virsavant (Jn). 

Hindu New Year 
Raman Idd (I). 

Armistice Day (1918). 

Birthday of King Emmanuel of 
Italy 1896. 

Sun Yat-Sen's Birthday (1866). 
Poland, Independence Day. 

Burma. National Day. 

Dnyam Panchami (Jn). 

) First Quarter 12.26 p.m. 

The Theosophical Society founded 
1875. 

Latvia, National Day. 

Kartika Purntma (H). 

O Full Moon 1.34 a.m. 

U.S.A.. Thanksgiving Day (Dual¬ 
ly last Thursday .) 

Advent Sunday (C). 

St. Andrew’s Day (Scotland). 
Birthday of Winston Churchill. 
Britain's Prime Minister (1874). 


1 . 


4. 

6 . 

8 . 

11 . 

14. 


15 

16. 


19. 


22 . 

24. 

23. 

31. 


DECEMBER 


< I-ist Quarter 7.7 a.m. 

Portugal. National Day. 

Birthday of Dr. G. S. Arundale. 
President of The Theosophical 
Society (1879). 

Hannuckah (Jd). 

Finland. Independence Day. 

St. Nicholas Day (Netherlands). 

^ New Moon 7.29 a.m. 

Accession of King George VI, 
1936. 


) First Quarter 11.17 p.m. 
Birthday of King George VI 
(Great Britain). 

U.S.A. Bill of Rights Day (1791). 
Jashane Tirangan (Z). 

C. Jinamjadasa'a Birthday (1873). 
Dingaan's Day. South Africa. 

Idd-e-Zohar (I). .. „ 

Day of Compassion (Theosophical). 


O Full Moon 8 33 p m. 
Christmas Eve (C). 
Christmas Day (C). 

< Last Quarter 0.7 a.m 


New Year s Eve. 


TO CHANGE ADYAR TIME 


TO STANDARD TIME IN 

Subtract Add Subject 

H M. H.M. H M 


Adelaide 


Alaska 

13 30 

America. Central 

11.30 

America. Eastern 


(Wheaton) 

10 30 

America. Mountain 

12 30 

America. Pacific Coast 


(Krotona) 

13.30 

Amsterdam 

3.10 

Athens 

3.30 

Batavia 


Berlin 

4.30 

Berne 

4.30 

Borneo 


Brisbane 


Brussels 

3.30 

Buenos Aires 

9.30 


4.00 

Bucharest 

3.30 


Budapest 

Burma 

4 30 


Cairo 

3 30 


Cape Town 

China. East 

3.30 


Copenhagen 

Dublin 

4 30 

3 30 


Edinburgh 

5.30 


Florence 

4 30 

2.00 

Geneva 

4.30 


Glasgow 

3 30 


Greenwich 

3.30 

2.30 

Hobart 

1600 

4.30 

Honolulu 


Huizen 

5.10 


Istanbul 

3.30 


Add 

H.M. 


1 00 


2.30 


4.30 
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Subject 

Add 


Subject 

Add 


HM 

H.M. 


H.M. 

H.M 

Iceland 

630 


Perth. W. A. 


2.30 

Japan, Korea 


3.30 

Philippines 


2.30 

Jerusalem 

3.30 


Rangoon 


1.00 

Leningrad 

2.30 


Rio de Janeiro 

8.30 


Lisbon 

3 30 


Rome 

4.30 


London 

3.30 


Shanghai 


2.30 

Madrid 

5.30 


Singapore 


1.30 

Melbourne 


4 30 

Sofia 

4 00 


Montevideo 

900 


Stockholm 

4 30 


Moscow 

2.30 


Sues 

3 30 


Newfoundland 

9 10 


Sydney (The Manor) 


4.30 

New York 

10 30 


Vienna 

4.30 


Oslo 

4.30 


Warsaw 

4.30 


Paris 

5.30 


Wellington. N. Z. 


6.00 


GREAT THEOSOPHICAL DAYS 


ADYAR DAY. February 17: Oo 

this day. Dr. ltesant has said, "'the 
thouichts and love of all our members 
scattered over the wide world should turn 
to Adyar" February 17 brings three 
important memories: 

On the 17th February 1907, the 
Fresident-Founder (Col. H. S. Olcott) 
left his mortal body. 

On the 17th February 1847, Charles 
W. I .ead beater was born into this world. 

On 17th February 1600. Giordano 
Bruno went home in a chariot of fire 
from the Field of Flowers in Rome. 

On Adyar Day some National Socie¬ 
ties make generous donations to the 
Adyar Fund In 1941 the American Sec¬ 
tion contributed 19,373 (Rs. 31.371-2-6). 

WHITE L0TU8 DAY. May 8: 

Commemoration Day. sacred to Theos- 
hists who have passed into the Light, 
hite Lotus Day is the anniversary of 
H. P. Blavatsky's passing in 1891. Ac¬ 
cording to her own wish expressed in her 
Will, the Anniversary of her death is 
observed with readings from The Light 
of Asia and The Bhagavad Gita. At 
Adyar food is supplied to several hun¬ 
dred villagers. 


Thcoaophists the world over observe 
May 8th as a day of remembrance not 
only of H. P. Ulavatmky, but also of all 
Theosophist workers who have passed 
over. 

FOUNDATION DAY, Novem¬ 
ber 17: On the 17th November 1873 
the formation of The Theosophical 
Society was publicly announced by the 
President-Founder in his inaugural ad¬ 
dress at the Mott Memorial Hall in the 
City of New York. 

The world-wide development of The 
Society from this inauguration may be 
followed in Colonel Olcott's Old Diary 
leaves, Mr. C. Jmarajada&a's Golden 
Book, and Mrs. Ransom's Short His¬ 
tory of The Theosophical Society. 

DAY OF COMPA88ION. Decern 

ber 10: This day has been instituted 
for definite remembrance of Compassion 
as the most urgent need of Tbeosophists 
throughout the world. On 19th Decem¬ 
ber IH82 the Founders of The Theo¬ 
sophical Society, H. P. Blavatsky and 
H. S Olcott. settled down at Adyar to 
make it their headquarters. The residents 
of Adyar have chosen December 19 for 
an annual quiet recollectednesaonCom- 
giwtot and for sending it forth in 



MEMBERSHIP OF THE NATIONAL 
SOCIETIES 


No. 

National 

Societies 

No. of 
Lodges 

Provisional 
totals for 
1940 

Revised 
net gain or 
loss in 1939 

Provisional 
net gain or 
loss in 1940 

1 

U.S. of America 

143 

3.383 

-290 

—261 

2 

England 

... 

118 

3.234 

—32 

—61 

3 

India 


239 

4.253 

—180 

+ 352 

4 

Australia 


17 

1.013 

-37 

-46 

5 

Sweden 


19 

306 

—34 

—70 

6 

New Zealand 


16 

766 

-10 

+ 9 

7 

Netherlands 

. . . 

— 

1.985 

— 

— 

*8 

France 


— 

— 

— 

— 

'9 

Italy 


— 

— 

— 

— 

*10 

Germany 

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Cuba 


29 

666 

4-63 

—9 

*12 

Hungary 

• •• 

8 

166 

—3 

— 

13 

Finland 


22 

588 

+ 10 

— 

14 

Russia 


12 

160 

+ 6 

—10 

'13 

C zee ho- 







Slovakia 


— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

South Africa 


9 

357 

+ 33 

—31 

17 

Scotland 


23 

372 

+ 12 

— 19 

*18 

Switzerland 

... 

13 

320 

— 

— 

‘19 

Belgium 


— 

— 

— 

— 


Noth East 







Indies 


27 

1.133 

+ 10 

—210 

21 

Burma 


12 

218 

+ 2 

+ 20 

*22 

Austria 


—. 

— 

— 

_ 

'23 

Norway 


— 

— 

— 

— 

*24 

1 >rnmark 


— 

— 

— 

— 

n 

,r Ti^ 


9 

79 

—6 

—2 

26 

Mexico 


19 

417 

— 

+ 83 

27 

Canada 

... 

14 

312 

-2 

—3 

28 

Argentina 


23 

307 

— 

—121 

29 

Chile 


7 

137 

+ 2 

—3 

n 

Braid 

• •• 

17 

338 

-20 

+ 18 

*31 

Bulgaria 


4 

103 

— 

— 

*32 

Iceland 

... 

6 

143 

— 

— 

*33 

Spain 



510 

— 

— 

34 

Portugal 


8 

137 

—2 

—17 

33 

Wales 

• • • 

12 

187 

-23 


*36 

Poland 


— 

— 

— 

— 

*37 

Uruguay 

... 

3 

71 

— 

— 


Forward ... 

831 

21.693 
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No. 

National 

Societies 

No. of 
Lodges 

Provisional 
totals for 
1939 

Revised 
net gain or 
loss in 1938 

Provisional 
net gain or 
loss in 1939 


Forward 

851 

21.693 



38 

Puerto Rico 

7 

101 

+ 2 

—4 

»39‘ 

Rumania 

— 

190 

— 

— 

■to 

Yugoslavia 

18 

378 

4-6 

+ 1 

*41 

Ceylon 

3 

146 

— 

— 

4 J 

Greece 

9 

210 

+ 16 

+ 12 

43 

Central 






America ... 

15 

186 

+ 1 

+ 46 

44 

Philippine 






Islands 

8 

189 

—12 

+ 64 

43 

Colombia ... 

13 

123 

—84 

—36 


PRESIDENTI 

AL AG Eh 

rciEs 



1 

East Asia : 

4 

60 

+ 7 

14 


Shanghai Lodge 
lllavatsky 
Manuk „ 






Miroku „ 





2 

Egypt 

1 

17 

—32 

+ 10 

3 

Paraguay 

1 

8 

— 

—l 


Peru 

1 

27 

+ 7 

— 

*3 

Canadian 






Federation ... 

6 

146 

— 

-20 


NON SECTIOl 

Nf ALIZED 

§ 

I 




Barbados 





I-odge 

1 

9 

— 

— 

2 

Nairobi 






Lodge 

1 

19 

—3 

+ 2 

3 

Singapore 






I~odge 

1 

37 

+ 8 

—2 

4 

H.P.B. Lodge... 

1 

8 

—2 

— 

3 

Selangor 






Lodge 

1 

10 

— 

— 

6 

Krishna Lodge .. 

1 

32 

+ 12 

-2 

7 

Narayana 






IXKlgC 

1 

21 

+ 2 

-3 

8 

Mombasa 






I,odge 

1 

16 

+ 1 

+ 6 


Fellow s at- 
Large 


- 16 

—3 

—1 


Total ... 

943 

23,644 




1 Report not available on account of War. 1 Not functioning. 

• Figures not supplied. Previous year's figures are given. 













HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 1941 


AMONG the highlights of 1941 none 
stands out more brilliantly than the re- 
election of Dr George S. Arundale for a 
second term of office as President of The 
Theosophical Society. A total of 9,712 
votes were recorded for the lTesident 
and only 163 against. A feeling of great 
happiness pervaded the meeting in the 
Great Hall at Adyar on the occasion of 
the inauguration on 21 June 1941. 
Confidence in and devotion to a leader 
of his outstanding ability in a time of 
unprecedented world catastrophe showed 
itself abundantly in every speech and in 
the hundreds of greetings which poured 
in from all parts of the world. All those 
present on this memorable occasion were 
deeply inspired to emulate, each in his 
own way, the dedication which prompt¬ 
ed the I*residenl to assume for a further 
seven years the very heavy and respon¬ 
sible burden of this high office in such 
a time as this. 

Reconstruction is the keynote which 
the I “resident is stressing for this second 
seven-year period. As the leader of 
many younger pioneers he is preparing 
amidst the thunder of war the way (or 
real peace in order that Victory, when 
it comes, may inaugurate a truly new 
world period. Reconstruction was set 
as tho keynote of the International 
Convention to be held at Adyar in 
December 1941, and preparation was 
made for it in the Peace and Recon¬ 
struction Department at Headquar¬ 
ters 

In the Victory Drive, inaugurated 
first in Adyar in October 1940 and taken 
up by the New India League early in 
1941, the President sent out a call, 
asserting that there is but one single 
duty for everybody, that of making 
" such contribution as he can to give 
might to Right, so that the might of 
Right may prevail over the might of 
wrong," through the exercise of right 
will, right thought, right aspiration, 
right speech, right action, right life and 
right silence. 

Asa member of the Madras War Com¬ 
mittee, the President in all his talks is 


constantly urging India to throw herself 
fully with Britain into the war. 

Through the New India League, of 
which he is Piesidcnt, Dr. Arundale 
condemns the negative policy of Satya- 
graha and urgently appeals to all politi¬ 
cal parties in India to unite in a common 
effort to fashion a Constitution. 

The President has founded at Head¬ 
quarters the Besant Library, dealing 
with every phase of Indian culture and 
history, for the use of Adyar residents. 
The Library already comprises over 200 
books. 

After the successful Benares Conven¬ 
tion, December 1940, the President and 
Rukmini Devi paid a visit to Allahabad. 
They ended up with a short stay at 
Kalimpong. near Mount Everest, and a 
visit to Shantmiketan. where Rukmini 
Devi danced by his request before the 
Poet, Rabindranath Tagore, who was 
so soon to pass on. They returned to 
Adyar on 28 January 1941. 

On 20-22 December 1940 The Theo¬ 
sophical Society was host to the 16th 
session of the Indian Philosophical Con¬ 
gress. The opening meeting was held 
in Madras and the rest at Adyar. It is 
reported to have been the best attended 
and most successful session yet held. 

Easter was an inspiring period. Dr. 
Arundale presiding over the South 
Indian Theosophical Conference held at 
Adyar. 11-14 April, and stressing leader¬ 
ship for reconstruction. Mr. Jinaraja- 
dasa and Dr. Montesson also delivered 
addresses. 

At the same time some 30 Scout 
Councillors from the National and Pro¬ 
vincial Councils of the Hindustan Scout 
Association met at Adyar. Dr. Arundale 
being host as Chief Provincial Com¬ 
missioner for Madras Pandit H. N. 
Kunzm inaugurated the Madras Presi¬ 
dency's first company of Girl Rangers 
under the Banyan Tree which had 
witnessed the inauguration of Indian 
Scouting by Dr. Besant many years 
•go. 

A new departure was the Vasantot- 
sava, or Besant Festival, which occupied 
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the interval between those two dates 
dear to the heart of every Theosophists. 
20 September and 1 October. Dr. 
Besant s dcathday and birthday. Con¬ 
certs. lectures, receptions, arranged by 
KalAkshetra. and a dance recital by 
Rukmini Devi marked this festival of 
grateful remembrance and it is hoped to 
perpetuate it as an annual commemora¬ 
tion. 

Three times during the year the 
President and Rukmini Devi have gone 
on tour in India. From 1 May to 6 June 
they were in Ootacamund in the Nilgin 
Hills, where Rukmini Devi created a 
lively interest in the Adyar Centre 
among the many Indian notables who 
frequent Ooty in the summer. Two 
Dance Recitals and an Exhibition of Arts 
and Crafts were given, the latter with 
the aid of the touring party from the 
Besant School and KalAkshetra who had 
been entertaining in South Indian 
towns. 

The President and Rukmini Devi 
stayed at "Gulistan," the house which 
Colonel Olcott built fifty years ago at 
Ootacamund in the Nilgiris, the finest hill 
station in India. The house was some¬ 
what small for the President's require¬ 
ments. and after his return to Adyar it 
was sold. It has been a strong link 
with the early days of The Theosophical 
Society in India. Colonel Olcott wrote 
the first volume of Old Diary Ltavn 
at VGulistan." Mis books and relics 
still remaining in the house have been 
transferred to Adyar. "Guhstan" was 
also famous as the place of internment 
of Dr. Besant and her two colleagues. 
Dr. Arundale and Mr. Wadia, under 
the Defence of India Act in 1917. 

Soon after the President's re-election 
the President and Rukmini Devi enjoy¬ 
ed a fortnight's seclusion at Kanya 
Human (Cape Comorin) as the guests 
of the Maharaja of Travancore. At this 
sacred spot, where three oceans meet, 
is said to sleep the Kundalini aspect of 
India. 

On 5 October the last long tour of the 
year was begun, also in the combined 
interests of Kallkshctra and the School. 
The places visited were Poona. Bombay, 
Baroda. Bhavnagar. Delhi, Allahabad, 


Patna. Calcutta. In nearly every city 
Rukmini Devi gave one or more Dance 
Recitals, which proved a revelation of 
art and beauty to Indians and Western¬ 
ers alike No less successful was the 
Natya Brindam, a variety entertainment 
consisting of dancing, music and drama 
The proceeds of these tours will be used 
as the nucleus of a much needed Endow¬ 
ment Fund for these twin movements 
which are of vital concern not only to the 
Theosophical Movement, but also to 
the Indian renaissance and the wider 
cause of world culture. 

A notable event in the history of 
KaiAkshetra was the very successful 
programme presented by Rukmini Devi 
at a tea party given to the Viceroy, Lord 
Linlithgow, at the Cosmopolitan Club. 
Madras, on July 30. His Excellency 
was accompanied by Sir Arthur Hope. 
Governor of Madras, and so much ap¬ 
preciated the programme that he pro¬ 
longed his stay beyond the scheduled 
time and warmly congratulated Rukmini 
Devi 

Mr C. Jinarajadasa broke his journey 
back from the Benares Convention and 
was present at the opening of the new 
headquarter's building of the Andhra 
Circars Theosophical Federation. In 
March he made another tour, visiting 
the Lodges at Poona. Bombay, Baroda. 
Ahmedabad, Bhavnagar, Surat and 
Amraoti. returning to Adyar on 3 April 
Early in August he undertook war work 
in Bombay, though still continuing all 
his Theosophical work, and greatly 
helping the Bombay Lodges. He finish 
ed his visit with an aeroplane flight 
to Karachi and returned to Adyar on 
December 1. 

Dr. Maria and Signor Mano Montcs- 
sori are still interned at Adyar, dis¬ 
tinguished and honoured members of 
our community. Signor Montesaori has 
accepted the head mastership of the 
Besant Theosophical School, and he 
and Dr. Montessori are making it a 
Montessori School up to the highest 
forms. The effect ol their method is 
visible in all-round efficiency. In 
November 1941 Dr. Montesaori began 
her third Primary Course at Olcott 
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Gardens, seventy students from various 
parts of India attending. 

The first two honorary diplomas of the 
Association Montessori Internationale 
to be awarded in India were personally 


presented to Dr. Arundale and Shrimati 
Rukinini Devi by Dr. Montessori at the 
celebration of her 71st birthday, 31 
August 1941. 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION. 
BENARES, 1940 


BY GEORGE S. ARUNDALE 


1am very happy to record the holding 
of two very fine Conventions -one the 
International Convention on the occa¬ 
sion of the 63th Anniversary of The 
Society, the other the Golden Jubilee 
Convention of the Indian Section I 
had the privilege of opening both Con¬ 
ventions which were not only attended 
by a large number of delegates from all 
parts of India but also by a number of 
other visitors to Itcnares including the 
general public. Mr. G. N. GokhaJc. 
the General Secretary of the Indian 
Section, had made as usual the most 
admirable arrangements not only for 
the comforts of the delegates but also 
for the various gatherings. The princi¬ 
pal lectures were given in a very spacious 
pandal or tent close to Dr. Hesant's old 
home, Shanti Kunja. while other gather¬ 
ings were held in various other parts 
of the Indian Section's estate. 

On the 22rd December Srimati 
Kukmini Devi consecrated the new 
temple built by the General Secretary 
for the Hharata Saroaj worship. This 
temple is situated opposite the Shiva 
Temple built by Dr. Hesant many years 
ago close to Shanti Kunja. On the 23th 
the special event was a public Dance 
Recital by Snmati Rukmini Devi to 
an overflowing and roost appreciative 
audience. In fact, so impressed were 
all by this recital that she was prevailed 
upon to give a second recital on the 
31st which was also very well attended. 

On the 26th the Convention proceed¬ 
ings officially began with the Opening 
by myself at 2.30 p.m. of the Interna¬ 
tional Convention. My IYesidential 
Address was published in the February 


(1941) issue of Tht Throsophisi. At 
4.30 p m. there was the First Interna¬ 
tional Convention lecture by the Vice- 
President of The Theosophical Society 
on "What is True Yoga?"—a most 
beautiful and scholarly address, also 
published in the February Theosophitt. 
In the evening there was a most delight¬ 
ful and artistic entertainment by a 
number of students of the Vasanta Col¬ 
lege for which I believe Srimati Visa- 
lakshi Ammal, Rukmini Devi's sister 
and Vice-Principal of the College, was 
responsible. 

The next day I gave the Indian 
Section Lecture under the title "The 
India of My Dreams." after which 
Srimati Rukmini Devi presided over a 
meeting of Young Theosophisls. In the 
afternoon I opened the Golden Jubilee 
Convention of the Indian Section over 
which Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta was 
unanimously chosen to preside. Later 
on during the same day Mr. Jinarajadasa 
gave his first lecture on "The United 
States of the World." He was most 
heartily welcomed back again to India 
and to Benares after a long absence. In 
the evening there was an excellent enter¬ 
tainment by the students of the I tenant 
Theosophical School. 

On the 28th in the morning there was 
held the Ritual of the Mystic Star, 
after which there was a Symposium on 
Peace and Reconstruction presided over 
by myself, at which the speakers were 
Mrs. Lavender. Srimati Kukmini Devi, 
Professor D.D. Kangaand Mr Sri Ram. 
This was followed by Mr. Jinarajadasa a 
second lecture entitled " Plato's Solu¬ 
tion of the Problem of Immortality." 
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This wu very highly appreciated by the 
audience a* being both scholarly and 
beautiful In the evening the local 
Arts Circle produced " I Have Lived 
Before," by J B Fnestly. Thu waa a 
very creditable production indeed 

On the Nth Mr Cokhale spoke on 
"Theosophy in India Whence. How 
and Whither " The lecture »u an 
admirable survey of the growth of Theos¬ 
ophy in India, and was also published 
in the February TA#OJO#Aisf. The 
lecture was followed by a Hound Table 
Ceremonial and also an informal meeting 
conducted by Srimati Hukmini Devi. 
In the afternoon Srimati Hukmini Devt 
presided over an Art and Education 
Conference, while later on Mr Jamahed 
Nusaerwanjl spoke on "The Theoaophl* 
cal Society and Its Role in World He 
constructioo " As recent Mayor of 
Karachi and having held many public 
ofhees of importance, the lecturer was 

C uularlv well equipped to speak and 
mated hie audience with his practi¬ 
cal suggestions. In the evening there 
was a Question aad-Answer Meeting at 
which Mr. It tiara Jedasa and Mr. Ifiren 
dm Nath Delta answered a number of 
quest Mins 

On the 30th the Indian Section Con¬ 
vention was closed and the last Conven¬ 
tion Lecture waa delivered by Snmali 
Hukmini Devi on the subject "India 
and the New World * This address 
sms particularly appreciated as both 
original and constructive In the even¬ 
ing the Young Theosophists staged a 
variety entertainment, which was pre 
ceded by the showing of a number of 
Alms in which Dr. Heaanl and Bishop 
Lead beater appeared 
On December 31st I closed the Inter¬ 
national Convention with an address 
which was published la (he March 
rheeeo^kiaf, and this was followed by 
a very interesting and practical meeting 
dealing with Publicity and the 1‘resen 
tat ion of Theosophy. In the afternoon 
the Indian Section was At Home and in 
the evening Srimati Hukmini Devi gave 
her second Dance Recital 

I gave two dinners during the course 
of the Convention lhe first to Members 
of the Geoeml Council and to the 


Eaeculive Committee of the Indian 
Section, and the second to the workers 
who had so splendidly helped to make 
the Convention the success It was. I 
have very specially referred to all the 
volunteers who made us all ao happy 
There were also, of course, a number of 
business meetings of various kinds, the 
daily Hharata Samaj l*u|a. and the cele¬ 
bration of the Holy Eucharist and the 
Ceremony of Solemn Benediction 
While most delegates had to leave im¬ 
mediately after the dosing of the Con¬ 
vention. Srimati Rukmmi Devi. Mr 
Jiaamjadasa. myself and others stayed 
on until the 3th January when some of 
us returned to Adyar and others went 
to Allahabad for a couple of days' 
lecturing 

I may add thal there was a very 
successful meeting of the New India 
league ia the coarse of which the follow 
lag resolutions were passed : 

"The New India league feels strong 
ly the disaster to the future of India In 
the present divisions of political parties 
which are mutually asdutive and 
antagonistic to each other . and appeals 
to all parlies to come together and 
create a platform to which all of them 
can subscribe 


"This league is completely united in 
Its support of Britain and her Allies, 
whose victory It considers to be eesen 
toil to the welfare of India and all other 
peoples throughout the world " 

A plan for more intensive organise 
lion waa also approved 

A very welcome visitor to the Coo 
vent km was Mr. Tavern, the newly 


appointed Consul General for Colom 
bin. who came as a special delegate 
from oer Ane Colombian Section Mr. 
J inara jadaaa told os how Mr. Tavern 
had helped him during hie Colombian 
tour sad how Ane a worker he has been 
for many years for Theosophy and The 
Tbeoaopnical Society. After a short 
tour m the North Mr Tavern is now 


making his first acquaintance with 
Adyar to which he had been looking 


forward immensclv. 

I had I he very great pleasure of 
seeing again some of tboee great workers 



INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION. BENARES, 1940 105 


who helped Hr Hcsaat so wonder¬ 
fully in her wort. Mr Upeodraaalh 
Ifcuu and Dr. IIha**tan Das. who were 
good enough Co come to aee me. and 
I heir preeence at Shanti Kunja »u 
quite like old time*. I am aure that 
our beloved President Mother mutt 
have looked upon the little gather 
ing with very much happineaa I 
alao renewed acquaintance with a num 
ber of old pupil* who aeemed very glad 
to aee me again I waa alao happy to aee 
our new Benares TheoeophicaJ School 
beginning to floorteh under the guidance 
of Mr. Gokhale. ita Principal, and Mr. 
Kamtkar. ita lleadmaater I waa alao 
very glad to aee Rai Iqbal Narain Gunu. 
Mr Shiva Kao and Mr Senjiva Kao- 
all of them, of courae. very old friend* 
On the 1th January we had the great 
plcaaure of taking ten at Rajghat with 
the worker* there of the Riahi Valley 
School. 


TWO RESOLUTIONS 

The following two Revolution* were 
pnaaed by the (General Council of The 
Theoaophical Society at their laat meet¬ 
ing held at I tenure* on 23 December 
1V10S 

“I. ReeoKed that the General Coun¬ 
cil of The Theoaophical Society ta em¬ 


phatically of opinion that in the present 
war the very existence of The Theo¬ 
aophical Society and the spreading of the 
lught of Theosophy are menaced as they 
have never been menaced before in the 
history of The Society, and therefore 
urgently call* upon every member to 
help by all means at his disposal to 
guard them from the menace, more 
especially by bimaelf more eagerly 
spreading the Light of Theosophy and 
becoming increasingly vmle in hts mem¬ 
bership of The Theoaophical Society. 

"2. Keeolved that the General Coun¬ 
cil of The Theoaophicnl Society is of 
opinion that the fact of Universal 
Brotherhood. to form n nucleus of which 
The Theoaophicnl Society was primarily 
established, inherently involve* the con¬ 
cept of Universal Phace; and in declar¬ 
ing. therefore, that Universal Peace 
is vital to the fulfilment of Univeranl 
Brotherhood, call* upon every member 
to do all tn hie power, without delay, to 
help in planning for such a l*race ae 
shall, when the war is over, restore 
throughout the world, both lo nation* 
and to individuals, their birthright of 
Freedom and Justice." 

Adapted from Tht Th<o»o}hi&t, 

March 1941 


THE EUROPEAN FEDERATION 


Tub year 1940-41 ha* been ooe of 
considerable strain, for the official work 
of The Theoaophical Society haa been 
closed down in one country after an¬ 
other. aa the Nan invasion spread over 
Europe The General Secretary of the 
Federation. Mr J K van Dieael. who 
has been resulent in F.ag!and since the 
invasion of Holland in 1940. kept in 
touch with members in threatened conn- 
trim up to the last moment, but once 
the country waa in enemy hands it waa 
best to drop all officud contact Fnendly 
touch with individual members haa been 
sustained in some instance*, and the 
fate of different group* is known, but 
cannot be indicated The Headquarter* 
in Pan* and Amsterdam have been 
closed, and those in Amsterdam sold by 
the new government. 


At the date of wnting. August 1941, 
the Sections still active in Europe are 
nine, four in the Itritiah Isle*. Iceland. 
1‘onugal. Sweden. S wilier land, and so 
far aa we know. Finland The General 
Secretary of the Netherlands. Mr. 
I. Kruisheer. has continued his work in 
London, and has contact with those of 
his members who are in Great Pntain. 
He has also done a great deni of lectur¬ 
ing in the Itritiah Sections during the 
past year, and hie scholarship as well as 
hi* friendly personality have been much 
appreciated. 

In spite of war conditions, an enthu¬ 
siastic Congress was held in Cardiff, 
April 1913, under the general title 
"Toward* a Better World.* Although 
the attendance of delegates was only 
120. nine countries were represented. 
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several by refugee members now in 
Britain, and three by their General 
Secretaries. Mr. Christopher Gale 
presided. Excellent accommodation had 
been arranged, some of the meetings 
being held in buildings of the beautiful 
Civic Centre of Cardiff. Good contacts 
were made with non-theosophical speak¬ 
ers, who took part in a discussion 
arranged by the Young Tbeosophists, 
on the general title of the Congress. 
Somewhat the same state of tension 
prevailed as during the last Congress in 
London, for while the invasion of the 
Low Countries was then taking place, 
this year the German armies were at¬ 
tacking Yugoslavia and Greece. And 
the same fine spirit of devotion and 
dedication prevailed in all the meetings. 
Once more the principle of Universal 
Brotherhood in Europe was affirmed, 
during wartime, by a Congress of the 
European Federation. 

The Federation Bulletin, Theosophy 
in Action, is now issued from I^oodon 
in English only. Although it is dif¬ 
ficult to build up circulation under war 
conditions, the Council at Cardiff 
agreed to continue the quarterly public¬ 
ation, because this little paper is acting 
as unique focus for the ideal of inter¬ 
national and inter-religious brotherhood 
throughout Europe. 


The War Distress Relief Committee, 
set up by the Federation Council two 
year* ago, and acting with the generous 
support of the Adyar Headquarteis, is 
a Federation activity and is being geared 
to act with maximum efficiency after 
the war. as well as now. Switzerland, 
particularly, has been most active in 
this work, and we owe much to the 
willingness of Swiss members to act as 
links between widely scattered families 
and individuals. Flans are being made 
by the Federation, in general outline, 
in regard to the future, so that once the 
enemy is thrown bock from occupied 
territory and communication re-estab¬ 
lished, assistance may speedily be given 
to our members and to the work of the 
Sections. 

The General Secretary has made some 
valuable contacts with those interested 
in reconstruction (economic, political 
and social) amongst his countrymen who 
are carrying on the work of the Nether¬ 
lands in Great Britain, and also amongst 
thoughtful officials of other nationalities 
now residing in England He is there¬ 
by able to play a quiet part in certain 
preparations for after the war in Europe, 
preparations that are steadily being 
pushed forward by the international 
group now drawn together in London. 

Adklaiuk Gardner 


CONGRESSES OF THE FEDERATION 


Flace 

Year 

No. of 
dele¬ 
gates 

President 

General Secretary 

1 Amsterdam 

1904 

500 

Dr. Annie Hesant 

Johan van Manen 

2 London 

1905 

560 

Dr. Annie Besant 

Johan van Manen 

3 Pahs 

1906 

450 

Col. H. S. Olcolt 

Johan van Manen 

4 Munich 

1907 

600 

Dr. Annie Besant 

A. R. Wallace 

3 Budapest 

1909 

300 

Dr. Annie Besant 

A. R. Wallace 

— Genoa 



(cancelled) 

A. R. Wallace 

6 Stockholm 

1913 

300 

Dr. Annie Besant 

Dr. J. I. Wedgwood 

— Paris (World) 

1921 

1000 

Dr. Annie Besant 

Miss C. W. Dijkgraaf 

7 Vienna 

1923 

1150 

Mr. C. Jinarajadasa 

Miss C. W. Dijkgraaf 

8 Brussels 

1928 

600 

Dr. J. I. Wedgwood 

Miss C. W. Dijkgraaf 
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Place 

Year 

9 Budapest 

1929 

10 Geneva 

1930 

11 London 

1931 

— Frankfort 

1932- 


1933 

12 Barcelona 

1934 

13 Amsterdam 

1935 

14 Zagreb 

1937 

13 Copenhagen 

1938 

16 Paris 

1939 

17 London 

1940 

18 Cardiff 

1941 


No. of 

dele- President 

Kates 

300 Dr. Annie Besant 

330 Dr. Annve Besant 

400 Dr. G. S. Arundalc 

(cancelled) 

300 Mr. C. Jiharajadasa 
450 Prof. E. Marcault 
300 Dr. G. S. Arundalc 

300 Dr. G. S. Arundalc 

400 Mr. J. Kruisheer 

300 Mr. C. Jinarajadasa 

— Mr C. Gale 


General Secretary 

P. M. Cochins 
P. M. Cochins 
P. M. Cochins 

P. M. Cochius 
P. M. Cochius 
P. M. Cochius 
P. M. Cochins 
P.<M. Cochins 
J. E. van Dissel 
J. E. van Dime! 

J. E. van Dissel 


FEDERATION OFFICERS 

The European Federation Coun¬ 
cil : The General Secretary of the Euro¬ 
pean Federation ; The Treasurer of the 
European Federation ; The General Sec¬ 
retaries of the Federated National 
Societies, ex officio: Two representa¬ 
tives from each Federated N a t i o n a I 
Society. 

The European Federation Exe¬ 
cutive Committee : 1. E. van Dissel. 
General Secretary of the European 
Federation . D. J. van H. Labberton. 


THE THE0S0PHICAL 

Tmk International Director. Mr. 
Christopher Gale, writes from London : 

The activities of The Theosophical 
Order of Service during 1940-41 suffered 
restriction under war conditions. The 
work undertaken on behalf of refugees 
continued. Others who found refuge 
in England from Austria are still with us. 

An attempt is being made to prepare 
for after-war conditions through the 
study of languages, to form better links 
with other countries. 


Treasurer of the European Federation; 
Ch. Bonde Jensen. Denmark; Mile. 
Serge Brisy, Belgium; Mrs. Adelaide 
Gardner, England; Mrs. G. Kern, 
Switzerland, J. Kruisheer, Netherlands; 
Mrs. E. Vasilescu. Kumania ; Peter 
Freeman, Wales. 

General Secretaries of The Euro¬ 
pean Federation : Johan van Manen 
1904-1906; A R Wallace. 1906-1913; 
Dr. J. I. Wedgwood, 1913-1921; Miss 
C. W. Dijkgraaf, 1921-1929; P. M. 
Cochius. 1929-1938 ; J E. van Dissel. 
1938 


ORDER OF SERVICE 

This year has seen the formation of 
the League of Social Service under the 
leadership of Mrs. Adelaide Gardner 
having as its object the application of 
Theosophical principles to social prob¬ 
lems, helping members to train for 
upblic service, and to arouse in the 
Nation a sense of dedication to service. 

The Order has been closely associated 
with the Committee on Peace and 
Reconstruction in the English Section, 
and is publishing pamphlets on some 
aspects of this work of the future. 
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Many Sections have not supplied details 

INDIA Madame A W. Stutterhenn 
(Adyar) 24101940. Mr. V A Mom 
(Bombay); Mr. C- Murugesa Mudaliar 
(Conieevaram) ; Sri Kona Souni Baba 
(Kallepalle). 21-9-1940; Mr A. S. 
Gopalaknsna Iyer (Trichinopoly). Dr. 
Jacob E. Solomon (Ahmedabad), 
28-11-1940. Mr B. Lmgappa (Naga- 
ramgere). 29-12-1940 j Mr. P. A. De 
Vilre (Poona). 1-11-P>40. Mr. A Snni- 
(vasiah (Bangalore City). 19-1-41; Mr. 

M. S. Panigrahi (Berliampore). October 
1940 . Shnmati T. Venkatanarasamma 
(Biccavole). 12-12-40. Mr. Akkipudi 
Subbayya (Dharmavaram) ; Mr* Sha 
k tin tala Jay anti ITasad (Fateh pur) 
19-1-41 ; Mr N. Subbarao I'antulu 
(Kajahmundry). 3-1-41 ; Mr. Dinshaw 
Jivaji Kdalbehram (Surat). 22-1-41 ; 
Shnmati N. Suramma (Vuianagaram) ; 
Mr Hash Behari Sen (Calcutta). 22-2-41; 
Mr M L. Tiwary (Jamshedpur). 
9-11-40 ; Mr. Narayana Swaroop (Luck¬ 
now). 28-2-41 ; Mr. G. Subramanyam 
(Ramachandrapuram); Mr Vithalrai 
Yajncswar Avasthi (Bhavnagar); Mr. 
Kedar Prasad Chatter)** (Hally). 
17-3-41; Mr I .ala Madan Copalji (Eli 
wab). 12-3-41 ; Mr Lakshmi Narayan 
Nandi (Cawnpore). 18-2-41 ; Mr. K A. 
Govmdaraja Mudaliar (Adyar). 22-3-40 ; 
Shnmati Janakileu liarputr (Benares), 
13-3-41 ; Mr Dwipndra Nath Roy 
(Calcutta). 23-4-41; Mr. G. Cavasji 
Driver (Sukkur); 30-4-41 ; Mr Canga 
Prasad Varma (Agra). 23-3-41; Mr. 
Nanabhoy Jayram Mankame (Bombay), 

19- 4-41 ; Shnmati Hirabai A. Tata 
(Bombay), 4-3-41; Shnmati Dinbai D. 
Chinoy (liombay), 4-6-41 ; Mr. Shiva 
Govtnd Dube (Cawnpore); Mr. Rashid 
Khodadad (Poona). 24-3-41 ; Mr A 
Narasimha Iyengar (Sagar), 14-3-41 ; 
Mr. M Venkatagiri Kao (Sagar). 3-5-41; 
Shrimati Sham wan ti Gurtu (Poona); 
Mr. Narottam Das (Lucknow); Mr 
Aditya Prasad (Lucknow); Miss Mar¬ 
garet Lilian Florence Edger (Benares). 

20- 7-41 ) Mr. A. K. Silarama Shastri 
(Adyar).21-7-41; Mr Shankarlal Varma 
(Lahore) ; Mr. Kunj Behari Lal Bhar 


and the list is necessarily incomplete) 

gava. 21-7-41; Mr. P. Thangavelu 
Chctty (Bangalore Cant ); Mr. S. Sita- 
ramiah (Ellore); Mr. Nalini ; Kanjan 
Sinha (Patna); Mr. K. White; Shri¬ 
mati T. Venkataralnamma (Vungutur), 
12-8-41; Mr B. Narayana Murti Pan- 
tulu (Chicacole), 13-9-41 ; Mr C. Sesh- 
ayya (l^lghat). 27-8-41 ; Mr Conrad 
Woldrmgh (Adyar). 25-9-41 ; Pandit S 
Subramama Sastri (Adyar), 23-10-41 ; 
Miss Ma Dady Seth (Bombay) June. 
1941. 

AUSTRALIA : Mr. H. H. Buckie 
(Perth) ; Mrs. A. Morton (Perth); Mrs. 
A. J. O'Kelly (Toowoomba) j Mr. H. L. 
Poulson (Brisbane); Mrs. A. E. Robson 
(Brisbane); Mrs. V. Whelan. N.S.W. ; 
Miss C. E. Blackwell; Mrs. N. A. 
Frames; Mrs. E. P. Noall; Mrs. Mary 
Allworth ; Miss H. Creeth ; Mrs. Edith 
G. Every . Mr. Tbos. I*eter Purves; 
Mrs. If Reid . Mrs. S E J Rickards; 
The Rt. Rev. David Morten Twcedie, 
11-8-41. 

NEW ZEALAND Mrs. Christian 
Henderson ; Miss Lallie Eleanor I-ar¬ 
chin ; Miss Elisabeth Barton. Miss 
Charlotte Augusta Simpson . Mr James 
Alfred Cleave; Mrs. Mary Naish 
Vercoe . Mr. Francis Sirius Crawford ; 
Mr. Harry Eugene Whatmough ; Mrs 
Jessie J. Dutson; Miss Flory Hewgilt 
Findley ; Mr Walter Thomas Fotaey ; 
Miss Olive Minnie Hassell. Mr. I-allu- 
bhai Harji l*alel; Mrs. Mary Jano 
Robinson i Miss Helen Stewart . 

UNITED 8TATE8 OF AMERI¬ 
CA Mrs Florence M. Chase. 18-8 40; 
Mr Henry Hector. 12-9-40; Mrs Mary 
Stevens Hegler. 22-7-40; Mr Harry 
Ogau. 10-7-40; Mr. Arthur J. Page. 
26-3-40. Mrs Minnie E. Poets. 3-9-40; 
Mrs. Lora E Barrington. 22-12-40; 
Mr Louis B. Cassell. 10-11-40; Miss 
Annie Louis Clegg, 17-5-40. Dr. Dar¬ 
win Delap. 10-11-40; Miss Esther Anna 
Gable. 12-9-40; Miss Nellie Gilbert. 
10-12-40; Mrs Annette deed. 23-12-40 ; 
Miss Agnes J. Hawley, 23-11-40; Mrs. 
Lillian Sophia (M. F.) Hudson, 14-7-40; 
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Mr. Jean Kabots. 19-11-40 : Mr. Char¬ 
les E. Lowder. H-10-40; Mrs. Eva 
Dell Hoe. 28-10-40; Mrs. Marry O. 
Koth, 5-11-40; Mrs. Freda Taylor, 
5-11*40; Mrs. Isabelle E. Tschannen. 
29-11-40; Mrs. Mildred C. Sheldon. 
5-10-40; Miss Florence R. van Vergen. 
Mrs. Laura Quarles Wilson. 21-11-40; 
Mrs. Nettie Cocke. 24-1-41 ; Rev. John 
Constable, 14-3-41; Mrs. Katherine P. 
Eklund, 5-1-41; Mrs. Grace M. Har¬ 
grave; Mr. George F. Hinton. Mrs. Irene 
A. Huntington. 24-1-41; Mrs. Bertha 
E. Jaques. 30-3-41 ; Mr. Walter G. 
Green leaf. 27-12-40; Mrs. Judith I.owry. 
20-3-41 ; Mrs. Alice Annie McWhan, 
7-3-41 ; Mrs Cora G. Owen. 7-1-41 ; 
Mrs. Henrietta Petersen, 17-3-41 ; Mrs. 
Geralda M. Potter, Dec. 40; Mrs Louise 
Wakefield Stretton. 10-1-41 ; Miss Elisa¬ 
beth D. Hunker, March ‘41 ; Miss Jessie 
Violet Chrisholm, 24-6-41, Mias Mane 
Duchateliier, 5-3-41 ; Mrs. Sophia End- 
res ; Mrs. Eflie R Hurlburt. 9-4-41; 
Mr. Robert F. Noessig. 23-5-40; Mr. 
George R Reid. Apr. 41 ; I*rof Theodor 
Salmon, Apr. '41; Rev. Enrique de la 
Ho*. 15-7-41 in New York 
CANADA Mr. Duncan MacKin¬ 
non ; Mrs. Wright (London Lodge); 
Mrs. Janie Smythe, 15-10-40; Mrs. 
Clara Hoggan ; Mr. James E. Dobbs, 
22-3-41 ; 

ENOLAND: Mr F. P Coillon; 
Captain W. H. Lawton . Mrs. E Frank¬ 
lin; Mrs M. M Gather ; Miss E. M. 
Cadman ; Mrs. G. Hatty ; Miss L. C. 
Ames ; Mias M ltcacli, Dr. D. de Naxy; 
Mr. J. P. Munro ; Mrs. D. D. Corneby ; 
Miss E. Fountains. Mr. J. Shard ; Mr. 


T. Chambers; Mrs. C. Yarrow; Mr. S. 
Freeman; Mias L. G. Mannox; Mr. 
H A Richmond : Mrs. E. A. Stables; 
Miss N. Holdron . Miss J M. Wiltshire; 
Mr. A. Richmond ; Miss A. B. Roake ; 
Mrs. E. A. Clarke; Mrs. A. Green; 
Mrs. H. Dobson; Miss A. Jackson; 
Mr. J. E. Nunnelley ; Mrs. S. Burnhill; 
Mr Albert Edward Booth ; Mrs. E. 
Mulready, Mr. C. E Sewell; Dr. 
F. W W. Griffin ; Mrs. M. F. Tidde- 
man . Miss A. S Peachey; Mrs. R. M. 
Petherbridge ; Mr. R. C. Good let; 
Miss M. Shaw; Mrs M L. Allison; 
Mr. A M. Fielding; Mrs. C. M. Kerr; 
Mrs. A. M Palmer, Mrs. J. A. Monk- 
house. (26-9-41) i Miss E. H. Budget); 
Mrs Hourke; Mr. W. A. Gardner; Mr. 
E. G. Lovell; Mrs. J. Pickles: Miss A. S. 
Bctton; Miss E. de la C Crommelin; 
Mr. Morix Schofranek; Mrs. Kenyon 
Rogers; Mrs. V. Burdick; Miss Sarah 
Gardner. (3-8-41). 

FINLAND: Dr. John Sonck, 
IRELAND : Mias Alice Maud Max¬ 
well. 

CENTRAL AMERICA: Henberto 
Romero (San Salvador); Rita Sallaar 
(Costa Rica) 

RUSSIA OUTSIDE RUSSIA: 

Dr. E Solovsky, (6-4-1941). 

It has been said from time to time 
that Sir Oliver Lodge was a member of 
The Theoaophical Society, in fact in 
the 1941 Year Hook, page 46. it was 
stated that he had been a member for 
many years A number of well-informed 
persons agree, however, that he has 
never been a member of this Society. 


ADYAR ACTIVITIES 


OLCOTT FREE SCHOOLS. The 

Olcott Free School, founder! by Colonel 
Olcott for the Harijan children, and its 
associated schools have now a total of 
nearly 700 pupils. The visiting Govern¬ 
ment Inspector, this year, has noted that 
the aim of the management—education 
rather than instruction- has been well 
achieved by hard and sincere work of 
an enthusiastic staff. The Olcott School 
receives a Government grant and in¬ 


terest on an endowment, but for the 
balance, amounting to Rs. 6000/- the 
school is entirely dependent on the 
generous support of friends. “Weal- 
ways make ends meet, of course, but 
very often it is difficult, and contribu¬ 
tions are gratefully* welcomed." writes 
the Superindendent, Mr. M. Krishnan. 

A. R. P.—The Adyar estate has be¬ 
come one of the major subsidiary 
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schemes of the Madras A R P. organise 
non Fire fighting appliance* have been 
installed, with Walden*' Posts. and the 
requisite complement* of fire fighter* 
and other personnel, shelter*, etc The 
Area Wardeo. Mr. T P. Lavender, te 
in control of the scheme The authori¬ 
ties have arranged a special training 
course for Wardens on the Estate. 

SCOUTING -The Twenty five year* 
of Scouting in India eras celebrated at 
the llesant Scout Camping centre on 
2V December 1941, Dr C S ArundaJe, 
Chief Commissioner, Madras lYesidenca 
and Dr. II N. Kunrru. National Com* 
mtsaroner, delivering addresses in the 
midst of the Theueophtcal Convention. 
The Camping Centre m being used by 
large parties of Scouts almost every 
weekend Regular camper* average 
about 1500 annually, in addition to al¬ 
most daily parties. visitor*and sight s ee r* . 


A handsome dining hall with kitchen, 
store room, and bath-rooms, was erected 
during the year and named after Saab- 
animal, the mother of Shrimati Ruk- 
mini Devi. On the occasion of its open¬ 
ing by Dr. Aruodale. a grove of trees 
was planted alongside the camp-site by 
distinguished Madras cuimus represen¬ 
tative of various youth organisations 
AD YAH GARDENS.—Not only has 
Mr Yagneswara Sastri greatly enlianced 
the beautv of the lawns and the gardens 
on the Adyar Estate, but he is introduc¬ 
ing many new varieties of tree* and 
shrub*, which are giving the garden* 
the character of a botanic park contain¬ 
ing unique specimens of Indian and 
certain oversen specie* of flora The 
espensc of this venture is met to some 
cuent by the increased productivity 
of the cocoaaut plantations and the 
ceauartna grovee. 


KALAKSHETRA 

THE INTERNATIONAL ARTS CENTRE. ADYAR 


KALSKSMBTltA has registered during 
1941 a remarkable series of activities 
which have steadily stabilised KaU- 
kshetra, the Centre founded by Rukmim 
Devi to 1953. where learning, art and 
religion, nil combined and given their 
due place in the training of the young, 
would “wield n grunt influence for the 
spiritual and cultural awakening * of 
lodia 

KalAksheiras I “resident Founder, 
Rukmim Devi, has a vision not only of 
an Indian culture, but also the larger 
vision of a new world culture. The 
existing Indian cultures she is en¬ 
deavouring to unify through the influ- 
once of Kal&kshetra and the instrument¬ 
ality of her tour programmes in which 
she Is building n structure of art on the 
foundation of FtharmU Nalya. the classi¬ 
cal dance of South India 

While the North Indian tour in the 
winter of 1940 culminated early in the 
new year in the meeting of the two 
(real pioneers of modern Indian Re¬ 
naissance -Rukmim Devi sod Rabindra¬ 
nath Tagore—in the Poet's own Ashram 


at Shantimkeun. where Rukmim Devi 
informally danced for the delight of the 
lH»t, what may be called n crusading 
tour of South India was undertaken by 
a group of Kallkshetra artist* in con¬ 
junction with members of the lleeant 
Tiieoeophical School dunng the summer 
of 1941 (April-June) At every place the 
party visited. IVriyakulam, Karatkudi. 
Sivaganga and Ootacamund. the young 
crusaders put before appreciative audi¬ 
ence* in n practical form the new ideals 
of life in education and the arts through 
the dance recitals of Srimati Rad ha. a 
senior pupil of KalAkshetis. and by 
exhibitions of educational material, arts 
and crafts, lantern lectures and talks on 
the Mon lessor i system of child educa¬ 
tion. 

The climax of this summer tour wa* 
ranched at Ootacamund. where the cru¬ 
saders joined Rukmim Devi Mere she 
gave two dance recitals in the Assembly 
Rooms, the first on May 23. before a 
large and distinguished audience of 
Maharajah* and noble* and in some in¬ 
stances their family parties, and the 
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second on June I. A bright contribution 
uu made by Snmati Kadha. who com¬ 
bined with the amasing viudity o( youth n 
technical skill of exceptional brilliance. 

The tour of Kuknuni Devi and Dr. 
Arundale during September-November 
1941, covering the northern citiee of 
Bombay, llaroda. Uhavnagar. Delhi, 
Al l a h abad. Patna, and culminating in 
Calcutta wan “a veritable triumphal 
program, in the courae of which Kuk- 
mini Devi «u acclaimed as the greatest 
exponent of Indian classical dancing 
and a* the pre eminent leader of a great 
cultural renaissance '* 

Kalakshetra had the great privilege 
in June 1941 of felicitating Dr G. S 
Arundale on his installation as I “resident 
of the international Theoeophtcal So¬ 
ciety for a second seven-year term of 
office. la the course of an address pre¬ 
sented to him on behalf of Kalakshetra. 
Kuk mini Devi slated : "The Kalakshetra 
feels in you the great champion of 
Indian culture and a true international 
•pint where nations are woven into 
friendship by spirituality and beauty ” 

KalAkshetra has during the year sys¬ 
tematically striven to revive and re¬ 
establish the true Indian tradition of 
paying homage to all the world's greater 
workers for brotherhood, for religion, 
for Truth throughout the ages, bv cele¬ 
brating important feativals and (lays of 
remembrance 

The Vaaantotsavam (Itesant Festival), 
arranged by Kuknuni Devi tn homage 
to Dr Itesant, waa inaugurated by 
Dr. Arundale on September 20. the un- 
niversary day of Dr Itesant s passing 
On the 21st Rukmim Devi gave a dance 
recital with new compositions, which 
was followed on the JOth by an unfor¬ 
gettable Vina concert by tbe famous 
Vidwan Sri Sambaeivm Auer. On the 
JOth morning there was Vidyarambham 
when all the pupils of Kalakshetra and 
the Itesant Thcosophical School began 
their new lessons. Sri Sambaaita Aiyar 
inaugurating the music, vocal and Veena 
classes A Natya Bnndam had been 
planned for tbe 29th. a variety but class¬ 
ical programme of dances and music 
but this wss droppsd because of a tragic 
accident to Mr Conrad Woldnngb. one 


of Kalakshetra'a outstanding artists and 
an irreplaceable worker Kalakshetra 
also lost by death on October 25. another 
esteemed and erudite worker. Pandit 
Subramania Sastry. who generously 
brought his great wealth of special 
capacities to the service of Kalakshetra 
as director and teacher of religious and 
Sanskrit studies. 

Tbs standards of artisue and cultural 
ideals set by Kalakshetra are. It ta 
gratifying to note, beginning to receive 
public appreciation and support, though 
such support is as yet inadequate to meet 
the growing demands of the Centre. 
Some public bodies, art associations and 
clubs have already arranged with KaU- 
kahetra to get up really arustic enter¬ 
tainments for their special functions. 
A ooublc instance was the variety 
entertainment by pupils of Kalakshetra, 
organised by Kukmini Devi at the invi¬ 
tation of the Madras Cosmopolitan Club 
which enterUined His KsceUeocy tbe 
Viceroy on July 30. On other occasions, 
Shnmati S. Had ha has given dance 
recitals in Co c a n ada at the invitatioa of 
the Andhra Kala Panshad, and to 
Madras under the auspices of the Indian 
Fine Arts Society and Kasika Kanjani 
Sal.ha. Myiapore 

Much experimental work by Kala¬ 
kshetra is being done at the Itesant 
Theosophies! School in the endeavour 
to evolve a far truer Indian education, 
allying the more intellectual and physi¬ 
cal aspects of education with tbe Arts 

It is the aim of Kalakshetra that 
those who come within the sphere of 
iU influence shall be rightly educated 
and thus equipped to make our civdi ta¬ 
ttoo more refined and harmonious. Foe 
this purpose Kalakshetra works in close 
association with the Itesant Tbeotophical 
School, directing its art section and IU 
religious and cultural activities 

Apart from this general and cultural 
work. Kalakshetra it actively engaged 
in training pupils who have specially 
dedicated them Mites to tbe study and 
practice of the venous Arts. 

Dance, music (vocal and instru¬ 
mental!, sculpture, painting, handcrafts, 
weaving, costume-designing and embroi¬ 
dery. dramatics, and voice culture studies 
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am arrange*! and dime lad. Them am 33 
pupil* undergoing training in this 
dqanmMt. 

In drama Shuman Kukmiai Davi, 
with the clone co-operation of competent 
worker*, including Mr. Alee KI more, 
baa been able to give a new orientation 
to this form of Art The essential 
Indian spirit has ever been dominant 
though modern stage equipment has 
been used Amongst the successful 
short plays produced during the year 
were "The Flashing Comet" (Incidents 
from the I-ife of Giordaao Bruno) in 
Knglish, and "Karaikal Ammaiyar" In 
Tamil 

While the Weaving Centre under 
KalAkshetra is continuing to produce 
hand sown materials of old designs 
(so very much appreciated by real lovers 
of art during Rukminl Devi's last North 


Indian lour), the Crafts Department 
has also steadily grown, specialising in 
the manufacture of Mootcaaori educa¬ 
tional apparatus 

In the publications department, one 
new book has been added The Fatih 
of Iht Artiut. by James H Cousins 

Membership of Kalikshetra is open 
to those who desire to help Kukmim 
Devi in her work, In order to carry oo 
the administration it has become neces¬ 
sary to lavite subscriptions These am 
in the form of annual donations, of any 
amount, to be given by each member. 
The membership during the year has 
risen from 147 to 177. 

Further information regarding mem¬ 
bership. tuition, publications, orders for 
saris and other hand woven goods, is 
available from: The Manager. Halt 
kahetrs. Adyar. Madras. India 


THE BE8ANT THEOSOPHICAL SCHOOL 

In spite of financial di Oku It tea. which in the High School Similarly In 
sve been somewhat alleviated by the children » department, the work of Ik 


In mute of financial difficulties, which 
have been somewhat alleviated by the 
fruits of the I‘resident's north Indian 
tour, (he I tenant Theosophical School, 
so closaly associated with KalAkshetra 
is still making steady progress in all 
directions The School has a strength 
of 170 students, and of these 30 am 
reeideai. both boys and guts, and a 
staff of 27 teachers, young men and 
women who am dedicated to the work 
ami am living oo a subsistence allow¬ 
ance 

The cultural tooe of the School has 
bsen appreciably affected by Shrtmati 
Kukmiai Devi's appointment as sole 
Director she has infused the School 
with the Arts of KalAkshetra. and her 
personal influence is felt ta every depart¬ 
ment. lo its great advantage 

Another event of greet importance has 
been the introduction into the Middle 
School of the Mootswri Method. While 
Dr Monteseori herself is interested ta 
every detail of the school work, this new 
phase is under the personal supervision 
of Mr Mano Moo lesson The results 
have been remarkable, the students in 
this section absorbing with the greatest 
ease subjects which are usually taken 


ia the High School Similarly in the 
children s department, the work of their 
creative intelligence is a splendid tribute 
to the efheary of Dr. Monteeson's 
method 

"We am very thankful," said l>r 
ArundaU recently, "that Dr Mo m f i n d 
is officially interned by the Government 
at Adyar as an Italian, even though she 
is a strong anti fascist and has had lo 
leave Italy because of her differences 
with the Italian Government Hut she 
ought lo he free to help Indian educa¬ 
tion It M a sad reflect ion on the Govern¬ 
ment of India that she is not " 

It is a happy augury lor the futum of 
the School that the students who pass 
out of it am creating a ffne impression 
la the Mad ms University and the Col¬ 
leges affiliated lo it. Not only have they 
done well at the University and College 
stamina!ions, ta some ca s e s winning 
every prise offered, but they are noted 
for their dignified manners and steady 
character This M the least we might 
aspect from a school which, in develop¬ 
ing fature leaders for the service of 
India is becoming ever more increas¬ 
ingly an effective memorial to Annie 
Heeant. the great I*res*dent-Mother. 



PRESS DEPARTMENT 

Tmb 1‘twi Department at Adyar, a magnificent range for Theosoptncal 

under Mr J I.. Davidge. has kept the publicity m Spamah America, with 

Indian pres* informed of Headquarter* million* of people to contact The 

activities and supplied new* to oversea director* are planning to develop this 

correspondent*, beside* helping with service into an international service 

the editing of Conscience and the New from their New York office 

India Survey. A Spanish department has been set 

A fine estension of the Headquarters up at Advar under Seflor Alfonso 
press work is the Inter American News Taxer* for communicating with the 
Service founded in New York in 1V40 Latin countries 

by Seflor Amaya and Sailor Dias. for Mr FnU Hum's Mam Current* 
the dissemination of Theosophy in the and Mrs. Gardner » Theosohhy in 

Spanish speaking countries of I lie two Action, linking the European Sect ions 

America*, where they have a clientele together, are also doing line work for 

of over seventy newspapers There is Theosophy in their special field* 

PUBLICITY SPEAKS FOR ITSELF 

IT SPEAKS THROUGH NUMBERS. South America were asked toco^perat* 
— Publicity is like a rolling ball, gather by translating leaflets as articles for 

mg momentum, and apparently rolling their magatine* The wandering* of 

by itself, and when once It begins to the Leaflet* have been wider than the 

speak it speaks for itself, even through area of l-odge work, however In¬ 
numbers. When war began 60.000 lerested worker* have asked for 300 

Theosophy and War leaflets were copies to be distributed to the rrpresen- 

used. mainly by sales, as well as tativee of the Legislative Assemblies in 

through free distribution This year the different countries Or they have 

the principal item of creative prodisc- been sent to specialised organisations, 

lion, the eerie* entitled A Theooophtc with discussions on them arranged They 

World, has far overtopped that total. were used at a Stats Education Confer 

and other branches of work show the ence in India, together with appropriate 

same emphasis on increasing number* Theosophy is the Newt Step booklets 

Consecutive work has produced such a Three at them were subsequently en- 

resull 130.000 leaflet* were printed. larged, by request, two for definite us* in 

and approsimately 140.000 were sent a Federation, also that on Government 

out to those lodges that can be reached to fill an order for 1.000. from a non 

nowadays, where English is used.-a Theosophut who is a member of the 

gift financed by Headquarter* to meet Stale Assembly. 

current needs in world thinking The IT SPEAKS TO INDIA —The Es- 
subjecta. compiled from classic writings tended Ihibltcity Scheme of I940indod- 
are : The One Truth All Faiths Re ed as one item the gift from the Intern* 
fleet The Guardian Wall The Kvolu tional fUecutive to all Indian Lodges of 
turnery Pilgrim Creative Kducatton a total of 60,000 leaflet* - The Sctenoe 
A Radiant Ctvihoattou. Science. of Theosophy by the President-Iran. 

Spiritual and Social Constructive 1*1 sd into seven of the main Indian 

Hconomtcs A Government of Wisdom language* Five of thee* translations 

and Service. Federations of Free were completed during 1941. 

Nations The Kingly Purpose. Another leaflet. The Worh of the 

IT SPEAKS TO THE WORLD — Theosohhtcal Society in India, pub 
The Dutch East Indies and the Latin lished because of its high propaganda 
speaking countries of Central and value, is receiving wide recognition, and 
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it too is used (or special circulation by 
keen propagandists to the journals in 
India (or instance. It has also been 
translated into Gujerati. 

IT SPEAKS IN SALES.—Lack o( 
constant means o( announcement is a 
heavy difficulty in these days, with delay¬ 
ed communication, so that sales overseas 
are slow. Yet 878 sets of the First 
Correspondence Course entitled Theos¬ 
ophy at Work have sold, and also 2.700 
o( Theosophy is the Next Stet> Booklets, 
mainly in their sets of 22. These, and 
the First Correspondence Course, are 
constantly on sale in the Ihiblicity 
Department. 

IT SPEAKS AT CONVENTIONS — 
At Benares December 1940 our " Publi¬ 
city Corner - ' called members to "come 
round' to view poster displays in addi¬ 
tion to arrays of leaflets. At Advar a 
Publicity Booth, tiled and open-sided, 
but with rustic extenor o( casuarina 
poles, and overhanging roof as an added 
out-door retreat, was placed in the casu¬ 
arina grove as a reading-room and rest¬ 
room, and supplied with files of publi¬ 
city articles and literature. Examples 
of advertising facilities were attractively 
arranged in the Publicity Office, includ¬ 
ing special posters, announcements of 
meetings anil literature for sale, display 
work (or book covers, and new types of 
show-cases (or posters and books. 

IT SPEAKS THROUGH MAGA¬ 
ZINES.—The service of articles discuss¬ 
ing matters of publicity import is 
maintained in The Theosophical 


Worker and in Section magazines 
wherever possible, notably The Indian 
Theosophist. Keen attention is paid to 
these by workers, and discussions on 
methods are aroused, while added points 
arise in actual practice, to lead to fur¬ 
ther work. When armies are being 
marshalled on national fronts, it becomes 
increasingly essential to mass The So¬ 
ciety's workers to use every possible 
means to radiate Theosophical thought 
effectively, so that they become the 
"pincers’* movement of the forces of 
Light, to obliterate the darkness of sepa¬ 
ratism from the world. 

IT SPEAKS THROUGH ADYAR 
—Locally the Adyar Publicity Office is 
well equipped to meet visitors and in¬ 
quirers. Another issue of the leaflet 
of information in English, huiuire 
Within ; a shorter leaflet to broadcast, 
on The General Headquarters; with 
The Science of Theosophy and Why, 
When and How You Should Join The 
Theosophicol Society, as provision to 
the seeker—these make provision for 
most casual needs. 

Adyar. Work at the Centre, issued 
for the 1940 Convention, draws the tale 
of publicity to a fitting goal. The deep 
inner work of Adyar must ever be told 
anew to members and friends . and here 
again is declared the unity of the inspi¬ 
ration gained from within as outer work 
is fulfilled in the true spirit of a com¬ 
munity striving with might and main to 
attain the ideal of a nucleus of Univer¬ 
sal Brotherhood. 


PEACE AND RECONSTRUCTION 


Th* principal preoccupation of the 
Peace and Reconstruction Department 
since Mrs. Adeltha Peterson took over 
the Secretaryship in May 1941 has been 
the sending of some 323 letters, signed 
by the f‘resident, to leading authorities 
on Statecraft. Social Relations. Religion, 
Art. Education. Science. Industry and 
Economics, and Protection and Security. 
Also nearly two hundred names have 
been referred to key people abroad to 
approach on behalf of the Department. 
These letters ask for help in construct¬ 


ing charters of duties and rights in 
these fundamental fields of activity, as 
well as a Master Charter of Human 
Rights and Duties. 

Since June 19+1 the Department has 
issued a monthly Bulletin entitled 
"Building the New World" to every 
accessible Lodge through the General 
Secretaries, and direct to the Indian 
Lodges. Periods of concentrated work 
have been given to Education and. in 
collaboration with Mr. Rohit Mehta and 
Mr. Sri Ram on the question of a draft 
Constitution for India. 



THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE 


AD YAH PUBLICATIONS 


New editions of Dr. Besant's books re¬ 
mind us of her greatness, the timeless¬ 
ness of her majestic utterances, and 
their topical value even in the chaos of 
the present war. 

The Theosophical Publishing House 
has brought out a new edition of two of 
Dr. Besant'a Convention Lectures of 
1896, each as a separate booklet, first 
Buddhism and second Christianity. 
An inexpensive edition of the Bhaga- 
vail Gita, with Samskrit and English 
texts has been published at 4 annas in 
order to spread the knowledge and 
love of this great world Scripture. 
Theosophy : A Manual, a famous trea¬ 
tise by Dr. Bcsant, ought to find a wide 
circulation at the same price. 

The President, Dr. Arundale, with his 
prolific pen is responsible for five new 
publications of thrilling interest in these 
days of war. A collection of stories of 
the work of invisible helpers is present¬ 
ed in The Night Bell. In From Visi¬ 
ble to Invisible Helping Dr. Arundale 
illumines the technique and principles 
of this form of war work in a series of 
instructions and a stirring narrative en¬ 
titled "A Village of the Dead.'* 

Conxrersations with Dr Besant is a 
record of intimate interviews with the 
President-Mother immediately after her 

C ing, when Dr. Arundale was on the 
seas on his way back to India from 
America in the late September of 1933. 

New illumination on an age-old prob¬ 
lem is shed by The Glory of Sex. a 
booklet which lifts an ofttimes sordid 
subject into realms of superhuman glory 
and practical artistry. 

Adventures in Tneosophy is the call 
of one who has always lived life as the 
Great Adventure and here rallies those 
of the same adventurous bent to fresh 
explorations of the spirit in this baptis¬ 
mal period of suffering and conflict. 

Mr. Jinarajadasa has produced 
another of his little Jewel-books in 
Is and ls-to-be, also the booklet The 
Return of Julius Caesar. He provides 
an explanatory commentary to The 


K. H. Letters to C. W. Leadbcater, 
giving photographic reproductions of 
letters of the Master K. H and of H. P. 
Blavatsky. 

The Soul's Growth through Re- 
incarnation : Lives of Erato and 
Spica by Bishop Iuadbeater has been 
edited by Mr. Jinarajadasa The second 
Indian edition of C. VV. Leadbeater's 
The Astral Plane, the “Baedeker" of 
the Astral world, has been issued with 
a new introduction by Mr. Jinarajadasa. 
A Textbook of Theosophy is in its 
fourth edition. The Bam! of Servers 
introduces in pamphlet form a new 
series of lessons on Reincarnation and 
Karma. 

Other old friends appear in new 
editions— At the Feet of the Master by 
J. Krishnamurti and Old Diary Leaves, 
Vol. I by Colonel Olcott, the President- 
Founder. 

The Adyar Diary 1942. with quota¬ 
tions from the Masters of the Wisdom, 
is offered in handy pocket size and is 
sure to prove popular. 

James Arther (an anagrammatic name) 
has published originid researches in 
A Royal Romance, a study in the 
Bacon authorship of Shakespeare. A 
most readable story. 

ADYAR LIBRARY 

During 1940-41 the Adyar Library 
published the following complete works: 

Sam any,i Vedanta Ubamjads — 
Translated into English by T. R. Srini¬ 
vasa Aiyangar, B A., L.T.. and PaptJit 
S. Subrahmanya Sastri, F.T.S., 1941. 

BhagavadgltOrtha-p rakarika of 
Upanitpd Brahmayogin (Sanskrit). Edit¬ 
ed by the Papijits of the Adyar Library 
with an Introduction by Dr. C. Kunhan 
Raja. M.A., D.Phil. (Oxon.). 1941. 

Sdm<nv</d-Si»n/iiM-witli the com¬ 
mentaries of Mndhava and Bharatasvfi- 
min—Edited by Dr. C. Kunhan Raja. 
M.A., D Phil (Oxon ), 1941. 

Rafadharma —Dewan Bahadur K. 
Krishnaswami Rao Lectures. 1938, 
University of Madras—by Rao Bahadur 
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K. V. Rangaswami Aiyangar, M.A., 
1941. 

Varivasydrahasya of BhAsurananda- 
n&tha with his commentary (2nd Edition) 
—by Papda S. Subrahmanya Sastri, 
F.T.S. (With English Translation) 1941. 

The Adyar Library Bulletin. Vol. IV, 
Part 4 and Vol. V. Farts 1, 2 and 3. 

The following works are being issued 
serially through the Adyar Library 
Bulletin, and independently : 

Jivanandanath of Anandarayamakhi 
with a Commentary by Vaidyaratna 
M. Duraiswami Aiy an gar—Edited by 
Vaidyaratna G. Srinivasa Murti, B.A., 
B.L., M B. and C M, and Vaidyaratna 
PaptJit M. Duraiswami Aiyangar. 

9rl Pancaratrurukja of Sfrl VedAnta 
Des'ika—Edited by Vaidyaratna M. 
Duraiswami Aiyangar and Vedanta 
Siromani T. Vcnugopalacharya. 

Alambanapariifa and Vftti by 
DiAn&ga—with the commentary of 
DharmapAla— Edited by Pandit N. 
Aiyaswami Sastri. 

SaAgitaratndkara with the com¬ 
mentaries of Catura Kallinatha and 
Simhabhupala—Edited by Papcjit S. 
Subrahmanya Sastn. Vol. I, 1941. 

Asrvalayana-grhyasfitra with Deva- 
svAmi BhA^ya—Edited by Swami Ravi 
Tirtha. 

In the Press: 

Descript i vc Catalogue of the Manu- 
scripts in the Adyar Library, by K. 
Madhava Krishna Sarma. M.O.L.. 
under the direction of Prof. C. Kunhan 
Raja. M A.. D.PhiL (Oxon). Part 1 
7aik 

Some Concepts of AlaAkdrarastra 
by Dr V. Raghavan. II.A.. Ph D., 
University of Madras. 

A Catalogue of the books in the West¬ 
ern Section of the Adyar Library under 


the direction of Bhikshu Arya Asanga. 
The first volume of the Catalogue, em¬ 
bracing Theosophy. Religion and 
Mythology and consisting of about 250 
pages was due to be out at the end of 
December 1941. 

The Adyar Library included the 
following during the year for publica¬ 
tion in the Adyar Library Bulletin : 

Vaisiuiva Upanijads —T ranslated 
into English by T. R. Srinivasa Aiyan¬ 
gar. B.A., L.T., and Papdit S. Subrah¬ 
manya Sastri. F.T.S. 

Usaniruddho of Rama Panivada— 
Edited by I*apd 1( S. Subrahmanya 
Sastri. F. T. S., and Dr. C. Kunhan 
Raja. If.A.. D.Phil. (Oxon.)—(now be¬ 
ing issuod separately). 

NyayakusumaRjali of Udayana- 
carya— Translated into English by 
Swiami Ravi Tirtha. 

The Apastambasm fit — Edited by 
A. N. Krishna Aiyangar. M A., L.T.. 
Joint Editor, Brahmavidya, Adyar 
Library. 

The Acyutarayabhyudayam of 
Rajanatha Dmdima Sargas 7 to 12 
by A. N. Krishna Aiyangar. M.A, 
L.T., Adyar Library. 

The following New Works are in 
the l*ress : 

The Advaita Paribhaja—with Eng¬ 
lish Translation by Prof. S. S. Surya- 
narayana Sastri, M.A., B.Sc. (Oxon.), 
Head of the Department of Philosophy. 
University of Madras. 

Caturdasalaksani, with five Com¬ 
mentaries by Papdit N. Santhanam 
Aiyar. 

KALAKSHETRA 

The Faith of the Artist, by James 
H. Cousins. Studies in art. beauty and 
poetical creation. 


" One of the contributions to world reconstruction which 
can be made by The Theosophical Society is the provision of in 
formation concerning the Hindu social code, the oldest and most 
highly developed social code in existence.—British Sections' 
1941 M2 Year Book. 











ADYAR HEADQUARTERS STAFF 

PRESIDENT DR. GEORGE S. ARUNDALE 
President's Personal Staff: 

Personal Assistant: Miss Norma Makey 
Secretary: Miss Elithe Nisewanger 
Deputy of the President: Mr. N. Sri Ram 


ADYAR LIBRARY. Director: Dr. 
G. Srinivasa Marti: Joint Director: 
Bhikku Arya Asanga ; Curator of Orien¬ 
tal Section: Dr. C. Kunhan Raja: 
Librarian : Miss Gertrude Watkin. 
ARCHIVES AND MUSEUM. Dep¬ 


uty Custodian : Mr. C. J inarajadasa. 

ADYAR BABY WELCOME: Shri- 
mati S. Bhagirathi. 

ADYAR RECREATION CLUB. 
President: Mrs. Neata Gray. 

BESANT SCOUT CAMPING CEN¬ 
TRE: Rover M. Krishnan. 

BHOJANASALA and Bho- 
jnnasala AREA Superintendent: Mr. 
C. Krishnayya. 

CONSULTING ENGINEER : Mr. 
K. Srinivasa Iyengar. 

FINANCIAL ADVISER : Mr. N. A. 


Naganathan. 

DAIRY. Superintendent: Mr N. 
Yagneshwara Sastri; Advisory Superin¬ 
tendent : Shnmati Scshammal. 

ADYAR DISPENSARY. Health 
Officer and O ffi c e r-i n-c h a r g e : Dr. 
N. S.S. Gopalan. 

ANIMAL WELFARE G RO U P. : 
S h r i m a t i Rukmini Devi. Shnmati 
Scshammal. Madame P. Cazin, Miss R. 
Vreeswijk, Mr. N. Yagneswara Sastri. 
Madame Spruitenburg. 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT. 
Superintendent: Mr. T. F. Lavender. 

GARDEN DEPARTMENT. 
Superintendent: Mr. N. Yagneswara 
Sastri. Business Superintendent: Mr. 
P. Venkata Subbiah. 

HEADQUARTERS AREA. Superin¬ 
tendent : Shnmati S. Bhagirathi. 
LAUNDRY Superintendent: Madame 


P Cazin. 

LEADBEATER CHAMBERS. Joint 
Superintendents : Mr. and Mrs. C. V. 


Shah. 


LIAISON OFFICERS' CONVE¬ 
NER : Mrs. Adeltha II. Peterson. 

MEDICAL CONSULTANT : Dr. G. 
Srinivasa Murti. 

PEACE AND RECONSTRUCTION 
DEPARTMENT. Secretary: Mrs. 
Adeltha H. Petersons Asst. Secretary: 
Mrs. F J. W Halsey. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE Chair¬ 
man : Shnmati S. Bhagirathi. 

PRESS DEPARTMENT. Manager: 
Mr J. L. Davidge. 

PUBLICATIONS. The Theosophitt 
and The Theosophical Worker: Joint 
Editor ; Mrs D. R. Dinshaw ; Assistant 
in Editorial and Press Departments: 
Miss Helen Veale. 

PUBLICITY OFFICER: Mrs. E. 
Marion Lavender. 

RECORDING SECRETARY; Mr. 
Rohit Mehta. 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES: The 
Mosque. Temples and Chapel are looked 
after by various members of the Faiths 
they serve. 

SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
OFFICER : Madame P. Cazin. 

THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING 
HOUSE. Acting Manager : Mr. K. S. 
Knshnamurti. 

TREASURER: Mr. K. Srinivasa 
Iyengar ; Asst. Treasurer : Mr. P. Ven¬ 
kata Subbiah. 

VASANTA PRESS. Superintendent: 
Mr. C. Subbarayudu ; Asst. Superinten¬ 
dent : Mr M. S. Nagarajan. 

VICE-PRESIDENT AND LEGAL 
ADVISER : Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta. 

WATCH AND WARD DEPART¬ 
MENT. Superintendent Mr. N. Yagnes¬ 
wara Sastri; Joint Superintendent: Mr. 
M. Krishnan. 
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OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

ADYAK FLAYERS: Shrimati Kuk- 
mmi l>«vl. 

BRSANT Til BOSOI'HICAL 
SCHOOL Director Shrimat. Kuk- 
mini Devi; Hcaiimuitr; Mr. K San 
kara Mr non 

BHAKATA SAMAJA : Mr. C. Subba- 
ratnaya 

CO-FREEMASONRY : Mr. N Sn 

Kam 

INTERNATIONAL ORDER OK 
THE ROUNDTABLE: Shrimati Kuk- 
mini Dtvl, 


INTERNATIONAL THEOSOPHI- 
CAL ORDER OF SERVICE: Dr. 
G. S. Arundalv 

KALAKSHETKA (Inieroalional Aria 
Centre) ITnuIrni : Shrimah Kukmini 
Devt; Manager : Mr. G. R Venka 
tram. 

LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH : 
Rev Ales Elmore 

OLCOTT MEMORIAL SCHOOL: 
Mr M Kriehnan 

WORLD FED E RATH ON OF 
YOUNG T H EO SOFH ISTS. 

I‘resident Shrimali Rukmim Devi. 


International Directories 

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

HEADQUARTERS ADYAR. MADRAS. INDIA 


President George 8 Arundale 
Vice-Preaident : Hirendra Nath Datta 
Treasurer : X Srinivasa Iyengar 
Recording Secretary Rohit Mehta 


NATIONAL SOCIETIES 

OKNKRAL SECRETARIES AND NATIONAL JOURNALS 


Argentina SeSor Jo* M Olivarea - 
Sirmienlo 247k. Buenoa Aim; 
Renata TVoeo/lr* Argentina. 
Australia : Mr R. G Litchfield—29 
Bligh Street. Sydney. NSW. r*eoe« 
ophy in Anatraha 
Austria 
Belgium : 

Brasil t SeSor Aletio Alvee de Soars - 
Rue do Roeario N 149. Rio de 
Janeiro . O Teoaoftata 

Bulgaria 

Burma: Mr. N A. Naganathan—102 
Forty ninth Street. Emi Rangoon. 
The y<ne|r of Thro* ophy 


Canada Mr Albert E. S Smythe-3 
Rock wood I lace. Hamilton, Ontario ; 
The CeHdi/idH THeaaophiat 
Central America: SeSortla Lydia 
Feruander Jimendt 1*0 Hoi 797. 
San Jo*. Cowls Rica 
Ceylon : l>r. T. Nallamathan—II Ms- 
dampitya Road. Mutual. Colombo; 
The Cry ton THromphic.il Newt. 
Chile SeSor Santiago NuSer -Casilla 
348. Valparaiso 

Colombia : SeSora Sofia l*ar« Goo* 
■ales—A part ado Foetal No. 339. 
Bogoti; Revtata Teoaoflca Coiom 

lldM 
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Cuba Seflocm Ester de la Pella— 
Apartado 363. Hibut; Kcvitla 
Ttotd/lc* Cuhana 

Czechoslovakia 

Denmark : 

England : Mr John Coots—30 Glou¬ 
cester I We. Port man Square, Lon¬ 
don. W.l; Theotophical Newt and 
Note* 

Finland 

France: 

Germany 

Greece 

Hungary 

Iceland Herr (.retar Fells Ingolfs- 
str 22. Reykjavik . Ganglen. 

India; Mr G N C. ok hale The 
Theosophtcal Society. Benares City ; 
The Indian Theotophitl. 

Ireland Mr T. Kennedy—14 South 
l-'redenck Street. Dublin ; Theosophy 
tn Ireland. 

Mexico ; SeBor Salvador Tayabae—28 
Calle Iturbtde, Meaico, D F.. Hole 
fan . . SteMtcana de la Sociedad 

Teoeoftca 

Netherlanda; Mr J. Krutsheer 33 
Ovington Square. Loodoo. 8 W. 3. 
England 

Netherlands Indies Dr. L. Mange 
laar Meertens - Djornggn, Maine; 
Then to fie in Ned. India. 

New Zealand Mias Emma Hunt- 
371 Queen Street. Auckland . Then* 
ophy in New Zealand. 

Norway ; 

Philippine Islands Mr J M. E«pma 

—P O. Ilot 323. Cebu City. P I. : 
The ! joint. 

Poland 

Portugal Madame J. S LeRvm— 
Hue Psssos Manuel 20. Lisbon ; 
Oeirit 

Puerto Rico SeBor A. J I’lard— 
PO. Boa 3. San Juan 

Rumania 

Russia Dr. Anna Kamensky —2 Hue 
Cherbuliea. Geneva. Seitaerland j 
Vetlmk (The lodges are outside 
Russia ) 

Scotland : Mrs Jean Allan—2* Great 
King Street. Edinburgh . Theotoph »• 
eal Newt and Nolet. 

South Africa Miss Clara M. Codd— 
Boa 803, Johannesburg , The Link. 


Spain: 

Swedm 

Switxerland : Frau Fanny Schcffma- 
cber—17 Ncusatrwcg. Binningen. 
Basel , Unlletin ThJotophiqne de 
Smite 

United States of America: Mr. 

Sidney A Cook—Olcott, Wheaton, 
Illinois, The American Theotophitt. 
Uruguay Sra Julia de La Gamma— 
Casilla Correo 393. Montevideo . Re- 
vieta de la Sociedad Teosd/lca Urn- 
gnaya 

Wales Mr. Peter Freeman 3 Rectory 
Road. iVnarth J Theotoph ical Newt 
and Nolet, 

Yugoslavia 

PRESIDENTIAL AGENTS 

Sait Aaia (China. Japan and adja¬ 
cent tern tones Mr A. F. Knudsen— 
clo Miss KUsa Kohler. Palace Hotel, 
Shanghai 

Egypt Mr J. H. P*rk.-PO Bo* 
7W, Cairo. 

Italy 

Paraguay . SeBor William Peats— 
Casilla de Correo 093. Asuncion. 
Peru SeBor Jorge Torre* Ugarrua— 

P O Bos 2718. Lima 

NON-SECTION ALIZED LODGES 

Bntish Bast Africa ZaNgmax: 

Krishna Lodge. Secretary. Mr V. K. 
Hau-PO Bo* No 142. /.annbar 
Tanoamvika TxaaiToav: Naraymna 
Lodge. Secretary. Mr. C D. I’pa- 
dhyay—P O. Bo* 240. Dar e* Salaam 
Kxnta CoLOXV : Nairobi 1-odge, Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer, Mr. Chimanbhat R. 
I'm tel Railway Accounta. P O. Bo* 
370. Nairobi. Kenya Colony t 
Mombaaa Ixalge. I'rmilenl, Mr. P. D. 

Master—P.O Bo* 274. Mombasa 
Canada: Canadian Federation. Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer. Mr J. T S Morris, 
Lake Buntren. Burrard Inlet. B.C. : 
H P B. Lodge. Secretary. Mr E W. 
Harmon —43 St Clair E Ave., 
Toronto. Ontario 

China! Shanghai Lodge. Secretary, 
Mr Y. Z. Cho—York Shipley Co., 
368 Rue Retard. Shanghai; 
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Manuk Lodge, Hong Kong, Secretary, 
Mrs. M. I-ebedeff—P O Box 632, 
Hong Kong. 

Federated Malay 8tatea: Selangor 
I.odgc. 25 Java Street. Kuala Lumpur. 
Correspondence to Hon. Sec., Mr. 
R. W. Hughes—191 Circular Road. 
Kuala Lumpur. 

J apan: 

Straits Settlements: Singapore 
Lodge, Secretary, Miss Margaret 
Flinter -87 Cavanagh Road, Singa¬ 
pore ; The Malayan Thcosophut. 
pnited States of America: St. Louis 
Lodge, President, Mr. Charles E. 
Luntx 5108 Waterman Avenue, St. 
Louis. Mo. (Note .—This affiliation is 
granted as a temporary measure for a 


period not longer than two years from 
October 1st, 1941.) 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
Federation of European National 
Societies General Secretary, Mr. 
J. E. van Dissel—c/o The Theosophi¬ 
es! Society in England, also 33 
Ovington Square. London, S.W. 3. 
Federation of South American 
National Societies: President, 
ScHora de La Gamma—Casilla de 
Correo 393, Montevideo, Uruguay. 
World Federation of Young Theos* 
ophists Joint General Secretaries, 
Mr. Rohit Mehta—Adyar. Madras, 
India. Mr. John Coats—30 Gloucester 
Place, London. W.l. 


WORLD FEDERATION OF 

HEADQUARTERS:ADYAR. 
MADRAS. INDIA 

Hon President: DR. GEORGE S. 

ARUNDALE. Adyar. 

President: SHR1MATI RUKMIN1 
DEVI. Adyar. 

Joint General Secretaries: Mr. 

Rohit Mehta. Adyar, Madras. India i 
Mr. John Coats. 30 Gloucester Place. 
I-ondon, W.l. 

INCORPORATED FEDERA¬ 
TIONS 

All India Federation : President. 
Shrimati Rukmmi Devi; General 
Secretary, Rohit Mehta. Adyar ; Joint 
General Secretaries, Miss Tehmina 


YOUNG THE0S0PHISTS 

Wadia, Mrs. Shridevi Mehta, Miss 
Meher Dubash. Mr. K. G. Bhad- 
bhade. Indian Section Member. Mr. 
U. G. Krishnamurti. 

Australian Federation : President, 
and Acting General Sec., John G. 
Clarke, Vasanta Hall. 200 Boundary 
St.. Brisbane. Queensland. 

Burma Federation President, N 
Rajagopal. General Sec., S. 
Narayanaxwamy, 102, 49th Street. 
Rangoon (Burma News). 

European Federation: President, 
John Coats, 30 Gloucester Place, 
London, W.l. 

8outh African Federation : I*resi- 
dent, Mrs. Margaret Erwin. 30 
Springfield Crescent. Durban. Natal 


THEOSOPHICAL ORDER OF SERVICE 


President: DR G. S. ARUNDALE. 
Adyar, Madras. India. 

International Counsellor : 

International Director: Mr. 
Christopher Gale. 33 Ovington 
Square. London, S.W.3. 


WORLD PEACE UNION 8ecre 
tary : Dr. Anna Kamensky, 2 rue 
Cherbuliez, Geneva, Switzerland. 

INTERNATIONAL CORRES¬ 
PONDENCE LEAGUE Secre¬ 
tary: Mrs. E. M. Whyte. 19 Alum- 
hurst Road, West bourne. Bourne¬ 
mouth, England. 



ORDER OF THE 

ORDER OF THE 

Protector: DR. GEORGE S. ARUN- 
DALE, Advar, Madras, India. 

Senior Knight: SHRIMATI RUK- 
MIN1 DEVI, Adyar. Madras. India 
Knights of Honour: Mr. C. Jinaraja- 
dasa, Adyar. Madras, India; Rt 
Rev. J. I. Wedgwood, Camber ley. 
Surrey, England. 
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ROUND TABLE 

Knight Counsellor: Mrs. Herbert 
Whyte, 19 Alumhurst Road, West- 
bourne. Bournemouth, England. 

Chief Secretary: Mrs Gertrude 
Kern, A1 Mirto, Minuaio, Ticino, 
Switzerland. 

Chief Treasurer: Mr. Tony Burge, 
Tcllstrasse 19, Aarau, Switzerland. 


THE GOLDEN CHAIN 


Protector : DR GEORGE S. ARUN- 
DALE, Advar. Madras. India. 
Links of Honour: Shrimati Ruk- 
mini Devi. Dr. Anna Kamensky, Pro¬ 
fessor J. E. Marcault. Mr. C. 
Jinarajadasa, Mrs. E. M. Whyte. 


International Link : Miss Clara M. 

Codd, Box 863, Johannesburg, South 
Africa. 

Chief Representative: Mrs. Mar¬ 
garet Hemsted, 32 Springvale 
Terrace, Glasgow, Scotland. 
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